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CVI. SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 1751. 


Opinionum commenta delet dies, naturæ judic ia confirmat. 
eie. 


Time obliteratcs the fictions of opinion, and confirms the de- 
ciſions of nature. 


T is neceſſaty to the ſucceſs of flattery, that it be ac- 

commodated to particular circumſtances or characters, 
and enter the heart on that ſide where the paſſions ſtand 
ready to receive it. A lady ſeldom liftens with attention 
to any praiſe but that of her | beauty ; a merchant always 
expects to hear of his influence at the bank, his impor- 
trance on the exchange, the height of his credit, and 
the extent of his traffick: and the author will ſcarcely 
be pleaſed without lamentations of rhe ws ee! of tcarne 
ing, the conſpiracies againſt genius, and the flow pro- 
orels of merit, or ſome praiſes of the magnanimity of 
thoſe who encounter poverty and un, in the cauſe 
of knowledge, and truſt for the reward of their labours 
to the judgment and gratitude of — 

An aſſurance of unfading laurels, and immortal re- 
putation, is the ſettled reciprocation of civility between 
amicable writers. To raiſe monuments ore durable 
than bra [s, and more con; ictious than 74 Y am! 4: 3 1s been 
long the common boaſt of literature; but among the in- 
numerable architeEts that erect columns to thentſelves, far 
the greater part either for want of durable materials, or 
of art tO diſpoſe mem, {ce their edifices periih as they 
are towering to completic n; and thole few that for a 
while attract the eye of mankind, are generally weak 
I the foundation, and ſoon ſink by the ſaps of time. 
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No place affords a more ſtriking conviction of t 
vanity of human hopes, than a publick library; for w! 


can fee the wall crowded on every fide by mighty v i: 
lumes, the works of laborious meditation and accuratWnl; 
enquiry, now ſcarcely known but by the catalogue ich 
and preſerved only to increaſe the pomp of learnineWn 
without conſidering how many hours have been waſte Hm 
in vain endeavours, how often imagination has. anticiMat ' 
pated the praiſes of futurity, how many ſtatues hard 
riſen to the eye of vanity, how many ideal convert v 


have elevated zeal, how often wit has exulted in thier 
eternal infamy of his antagoniſts, and dogmatiſm ha / 
delighted in the gradual advances of his authority, the Um 
immutability of his decrees, and the perpetuity of hiv 


power. Are 
a e 

Non unquam dedit - 
Documenta fors majora, quam fragili laco = 
Farent ſuperbi. 4 
n 
Inſulting chance ne'er call'd with louder voice, Ne 


On ſwelling mortals to be proud no more. 


Of the innumerable authors whoſe performances are Ne 
thus treaſured up in magnificent obſcurity, moſt are 
forgotten, becauſe they never deſerved to be remem- WP* 
bered, and owed the honours which they once obtain- 
ed, not to judgment, or to genius, to labour or to art, 
but to the prejudice of faction, the ſtratagem of intrigue, 
or the ſervility of adulation. 

Nothing is more common than to find men whole 
works arc now totally neglected, mentioned with 
praifes by their contemporaries, as the oracles of their 
age, and the legiſlators of ſcience. Curioſity is naturally P 
excited, their volumes after long enquiry are found, but 
ſeldom reward the labour of the ſcarch. Every period 8 
of time has produced theſe bubbles of artificial fame, 
which are Kept up a while by the breath of fafhion, and 
then break at once, and are annihilated. The learned 0. 
often bewail the loſs of ancient writers whoſe charac- 8 
ters have ſurvived their works; but perhaps, if we Wl 
could now retrieve them, we thould find them only the 
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ranvilles, Montagues, Stepneys, and Shefficlds of 


n of t. \eir time, and wonder by what infatuation or caprict 
| for Wi Ta could be raiſed to notice. 

ghty V( It cannot, however, be denicd, that many have 
accuratWnk into oblivion, whom it were unjuſt to number 
ataloguel ith his deſpicable claſs. Various kinds of literary 
earning me ſeem deſtined to various meœaſures of duration. 


n waſteWme ſpread into exuberance with a very ſpcedy growth, 
>- antic\ Wit * wither and decay; {ome rife more 15 "Wi ly , but 
es har; long. Parnaſſus has it's flowers of tranſient fragrance, 
convert well as it's oaks of towering height, and it's laurels of 
| in thaFernal verdurc. 

im ha Among thoſe whoſe reputation is exhauſted in a ſhort 

ny, theme by it's own luxuriance, arc the writers who take * 

of hi vantage of preſent incidents or characters winch 3 

Srongly intereſt the paſſions, and engage univerſal 

9 It is not difficult to obtain readers when 

We diſcuſs a queſtion which every one is deſirous to un- 

rſtand, which is debated in every aſſembly, and has 

vided the nation into parties; or when we difplay 

e faults or virtues of him whoſe publick conduct has 

ide aimoſt every man his enemy or his friend. To 

cs are We quick circulation of ſuch productions all the motives 

ſt arc F intereſt and vanity concur; the diſputant enlarges 

mem- Ws knowledge, the zealot animates his paſlion, and cve- 

btain- man is _ to inform himſelf concerning aftairs 
o art, W vehemently avitated and varioully repreſented. 

igue, It is ſe arcely 1 to be imagined, through how many ſub- 

dinations of intereſt the ardour of party is diffuſed ; 

rhoſe d what multitudes fancy themiclres affected! DY CVerV 

with tire or panegvrick on a man of eminence. Whoever 


their as, at any time, taken occafion to mention him with 
rally Wraile or blame, whoever happens to love or hate any 
but his adherents, as he wiſhes to confirm his opinion, 


riod d to ſtrengthen his party, will diligently peruſe every 
ime, per from which he can hope for ſentiments like his 
and en. An ob ject, however ſmall in itſelf, if placed 
ned ar to the eye, will engroſs all the rays of light; and 
rac- tranſaction, however trivial, ſwells into imp ortanc 
we Nen it preſſes immediately on our attention. He tha: 
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ſhall peruſe the political pamphlets of any paſt reign} 
will wonder why they were ſo cayerly read, or fo loudly 
praiſed. Many of the performances which had powers 
to inflame factions, and (ill a kingdom wich confuſion, 
have now very little effect upon a frigid critick ; and} 
the time is coming, when the compoſitions of later hire. 
lings ſhall lie equally deſpiſed. In proportion as thoſef 
who write on temporary ſubjects are exalted above their 
merit at firlt, they are afterwards depreſſed below it; 
nor can the brighteſt clegance of diction, or woſt artful 
ſubtilty of reaſoning, hope for much eſteem from thoſe 
whoſe regard is no longer quickened by curioſity ot 
pride. # 
It is, indeed, the fate of controvertiſts, even when 
they contend for philoſophical or theological truth, to 
be ſoon laid aſide and ſlighted. Either the queſtion 18% 
decided, and there is no more place for doubt and op- 1 
poſition; or mankind deſpair of underſtanding it, and 
grow weary of diſturbance, content themſcives with 
quiet 1gnorance, and refuſe to be harraſſed with labour; 
which they have no hopes of recompenſing with Know- 
ledgc. - N 
The authors of new diſcoveries may ſurely expect wo 
be reckoned among thoſe whoſe writings arc fecure 0 
veneration * yet it often happens that the general recep 
tion of a doctrine obſcures the books in which it wal 
delivered. When any tenct is generally received andfi 
adopted as an incontrovertible principle, we ſeldom look 
back to the arguments upon which it was firſt ſtabliſh-W 
ed, or can bcar that tediouinets of deduction, and mul- 
tiplicity of evidence, by which it's author was forced to 


wy 


ww 
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of novelty againſt obſtinacy and envy, 

It is well known how much of our phi loſophy 1 1s dey 
rived from Boyle's ditcovery of the qualities of the air; 
yet of thoſe who now a: !opt or enlarge his theory, very 
few have read the detail of his experiments. His oem. 
is, indeed, reverenced; but his works are neglected; | 
are contented to know, that he conquered lis opponentil 5 

without 


THE RAMBLER. 7 


reign, | 
loudly] without enquiring what cavils were produced againſt 
powerWhim, or by what proofs they were confuted. 

fuſion, WF Some writers apply themſelves to ſtudies boundleſs 
©; and ad incxhauſtible, as experiments and natural philoſo- 


hire. 


hy. Theſe are always loſt in ſucceſſive compilations 


s thoſe as new advances are made, and former obſervations 55 
e their ecome more familiar. Others ſpend their lives in re- 

it; narks on language, or explanations of antiquities, and 

artful 


Manly afford materials for lexicographers and commen- 
1 choſe tators, who are themſelves overwhelmed by fubſequent 
firy ot. Follectors, that cqually deſtroy the memory of their pre- 
4 deceſſors by amplification, tranſpoſition, or contraction. 
when Every new ſyſtcm of nature gives birth to a {warm of 
th, rol expoſitors, whoſe buſineſs is to explain and illuſtrate it, 
tion 1s Wand who can hope to exiſt no longer than the founder of 
1d op. ¶ their ſect preſerves his reputation. 
t, and There arc, indeed, few kinds of compoſition from 
with which an author, however learned or ingenious, can 
abour: pe a long continuance of fame. He w ho has care- 
now ully ſtudied human nature}, and can well deſcribe it, 
may with moſt reaſon flatter his ambition. Bacon, 
ect toſ among al! his pretenſions to the regard of poſterity, 
ure Cc: ſeems to have pleaſed himſelf chiefly with his Eſſays, 
Tccep- SWzobich come home to men's buſineſs and boſoms, and of 
It Wa which therefore he declares his expectation, that they 
d and ui live as long as books laſt. It may, however, ſatisfy 
1 look Han honeſt and benevolent mind to have been uſeful, 
bliſh- though leſs conſpicuous; nor will he that extends hls 
mul. hope to higher rewards be ſo much anxious to obtain 


:cd ta praiſe, as to diſcharge the duty which Providence aſſigns 
kneis 8 bim. 
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No. CVII. TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 1751. 


Alternis i-itur contendere verſibus ambo q 
C pere: alternos mule meminiſſe volebant. V irs) 
On themes alternate now the ſwains recite 
The muſes in alternate themes delight, 


Er pHINSTOx BM! 


MONG the various cenſures, which the unavoid 
able compariſon of my perform; imces with thoteen 
of my pr edecelfors has product d, there is none more . 
gencral than that of uniformity. Many of my reader: Þ 
remark the want of thoſe: changes of colours, which 
formerly fed the attention with unexhauſted novelty 
and of that intermixture of fabjefts, or alternation «A 
manner, by which other writers relieved wearinet:, 
and awakened expectation. 4 
I have, indeed, hitherto avoided the practice of unit e 
ing gay and folemn ſubjects in the ſame paper, becauſ 
it ſeems abſurd for an author to counteract himſelf, er 
preſs at once with equal force upon both parts of th 
intellectual balance, or give medicines, which, like th 
double poiſon of Dryden, deftroy the force of one an. 
other. I have endeavoured ſometimes to divert, an 
ſometimes to elevate; but have imayined it an uſclel 
attempt to diſturb merriment by ſolemnity, or interrupt 
ſeriouſneſs by drollery. Yet I ſhall this day publit 
two letters of very e tendency, which I hope 
like tragi-co medy, may chance to pleaſe even when 1 
they Are NOT Cr. tically en A 


— 
— 


To the Rambler. 
Dear Cit. 
HOUGH, as my mamma tells me, I am too young! 
to talk at the table, I have great pleaſure in liſten 
ing to the converſation of learned men, 8 _— 1 
they diſcor wie of things which J do not underſtand ; ; 
have, therefore, been of late p irticul Irly delig: te. with 
many ditp! ates about the a/cratn A of the de, which, 
they tay, is to be made by act of parlia ment. 1 
On: 
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One day when my mamma was gone out of the room, 


hh aſked a very great ſcholar what the ſtile was? He told 
e, he was afraid I ſhould hardly underſtand him when 

VII e informed me, that it was the ſtated and eſtabliſhed 
zethod of computing time. It was not, indeed, likely 

at I ſhould underſtand him; for I never yet knew 
a1nsToxWme computed in my life, nor can imagine why we 
would be at ſo much trouble to count w hat we cannot 
unavoid.eep. He did not tell me whether we are to count the 
th thoſeMime paſt, or the time to come; but I have conſidered 


de more hem both by myſelf, and think it as fooliſh to count 

reader me that is gone, as money that 1s ſpent; and as for 

which he time which is to come, it only ſeems farther off by 
novelty r and therefore when any pleaſure is promiſed 
tion ne, I always think of the time as little as I can. 

1 have fince liſtened very attentively to every one 
hat talked upon this ſubjcct, of whom the greater part 
cem not to underſtand it better than myſelf ; for though 
Whey often hint how much the nation has been miſtaken, 


carineſ 


of unit. 
be AUule 


alclf, toll nd rejoice that we are at laſt growing wiſer than our 
s of th nceſtors, I have never been able ro diſcover from them, 
like thiWhat any body has died fooner or been married later 
one an- or counting time wrong; and therefore J began to 
rt, and ancy that there was a great buſtle with little conſe- 
uſclcl; ven ce. 

terrup! At laſt, two friends of my papa, Mr. Cycle, and 
public Ir. Starlight, being, it ſcems, both of high learning, 


I hope nd able to make an almanack, began to talk about 
he new ſtile, Sweet Mr. Startight—l am ſure I ſhall 
ove his name as long as I live; for he told Cycle 
Woundly, with a fierce look, that we thould never be 
Fight without a year of confiyfion. Dear Mr. Rambler, 

S141 you ever hoar any thing ſo chart ning! a whole year 
youn; pt confution ! W hen there has bcen a rout at mamma' 8. 
[1 ten; have thought one night of confuſion worth a thouſand 
Wwhenßhights of reſt; and if I can but fee a year of confuſion, 
I; any whole year of cards in one room, and dancings in 
with other, here a feaſt, and there a maſq acrade, and 
which, 4 e, and coaches, and hurrics, and meſſages, and 
=: ncrs, and raps at the door, and viſits, and trolicks, 
| B 3 and 
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and new faſhions, I ſhall not care what they do wi 
the reſt of the time, nor whether they count it by t 
old ſtile or the new: for I am reſolved to break loc 
from the nurſery in the tumult, and play my part amoi 
the reſt; and it will be ſtrange if I cannot get a huſban 
and a chariot m the ycar of confuſion. 

Cycle, who is ncither fo young nor ſo handſome : 
Starlight, very gravely m: dintained. that all the perple: 
ity may be avoided by le aping over eleven d. ys ING 
reckoning; and indeed, if it ſhould come only to th14 
1 think the new ftile is a delightful thing; for mg 
mamma ſays I ſhall go to court when I am fixtec 
and it they can but contrive often to leap over eleve 
days together, the months of reſtraint wiil ſoon be 
an end. It is ſtrange, that with all the plots that hard 
been laid againſt time, they could never kill it by ach 
of parliament before. Dear Sir, if you have any vor 
or intereſt, get them but for once to deftroy eleven 
months, and then I ſhall be as old as ſome marricd 
ladics. But this is deſired only if you think they wilhru 
not comply with Mr. Starli, oht' s ſcheme; for nothing 
ſurely could pleaſe me like a year of confuſion, when 
I ſhall no longer be fixed this hour to my pen and rhg 
next to my needle, or wait at home for the faced 
maſter one day, and the next for the muſic |:-rhafter 
but run from ball to bail, and from drum to drum; and 
ſpend all my time without taſks, and without account 
and go out without telling whither, and come hom 


il 


4 


without regard to preſcribe: d hours, or family-rules. * 
I am, Sir, A1 
Your humble Servant, =" 


PROPERANTIA. ij ih 


Mr. Rambler, | 
WAS ſeized this morning with an unuſual e ö 
neſs, and finding that books only ſerved to heichtenf | 

It, took a ramble into the fields, in hopes of relief and 

invigoration from the keeneſs of the air and == 

of the ſun. a 
As 1 wandered wrapped up in thought, 1 


\ 


my ey C5 
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do wi rere ſtruck with the hoſpital for the reception of de- 


byte. 1 infants, which ! ſurve ved with picafure, a by a 
k loo ral train af ſentiment, 1 began to reflect on the fate 
amen! Fe mothers. For to th it ſhelter can they fiy * Only 
nulban o the arms of their betrayer, which perhaps re 1 now 10 

longer open to receive them; and then how quick muſt 
ſome oe the tranſition from deluded virtue to ſhamclicls guilt, 
erple. and from ſhamel. ſs guilt ro Re clefs wretchedneſs! 5 
5 in tl The anguiſh that! felt, left me no reſt till I had, by 


to thiMyour means, addreited myſelf to the publick on behalf 


tor W . of thoſe tor! mn creatures, the we. men of the tow ns 
Gxtecr Ew hoſe miſcry here might farisfy the moſt ri, TOFOUS CEN - 
elcycWMor, and whoſe partie pati, m of our comm: m nature 
be miglit ſurely induce us to endeavour, at Icaft, their pre- 
it har crvation from eternal puniſhment. 

- by ad Theſe were all once, if not virtuous, at lcaft innocent; 
iy votMand. might ſtill have continued blamelets and caſy, but 
elevenMfor the arts and infinuarions of thoſe whole rank, for- 
narric{Mtiune, or education, furniſhed them with means to cor- 
ey wil rupt or to delude them. Let the libertine reflect a mo— 
orhinWment on the ſituation of that woman, who being for- 
 whenMWlaken by her betrayer, is reduced to the ncceſlity of turn- 
nd hd ing proſtitute for bread, and judge of the enormity of his 
ncined wilt by the evils which it p roduces. 

maſter] It cannot be doul bted but that numbers follow this 
a; and dreadful courle of life with ſhame, horror, and regret; 
count but where can they hope for refuge * * The w. ld | 
hom not their friend, nor the world's law. Their * 


do 
f 


8. Wand tears, and groans, are criminal in the eye of thei 

Wt yrants, the bully and the bawd, who fatten on tlieir 
t, miſery 5 and threaten them with want or : 9 Sal. if ny 
IIA. 4 thew the lcaſt deti,; In of eſca ping from thel ondage N 


© To wipe all tears from off all Faces,” is a taſk roo 
ard for mortals; but to alleviate misfortunes is often 
nfveÞ vithin the moſt kan) ited power : yet- the opportunitics 
iShten if * n ich e Very day aft: rds of relicving g the moſt wretched 


1 


f and human beings are over-looked and neg glected, with 
nine fi | an | diſregard of policy and goodneſs. 

Thcre are places, indecd, ſet apart, to which theſe 
eye unhappy 
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12 THE RAMBLER, 


unhappy creatures may reſort, when the diſeaſes of in- 
continence ſeize upon them; but if they obtain a cure, 
to what are they reduced? Either to return with the) 
ſmall remains of beauty to their former guilt, or periſh] 
in the ſtreets with nakedneſs and hunger. 1 

How frequently have the gay and thoughtleſs, in their 
evening frolicks, ſecn a band of theſe miſerable females, 
covered with rags, ſhivering with cold, and pining with| 
hunger; and, without either pitying their calamities, ot 
reflecting upon the crucly of thoſe who perhaps firſt 
ſeduced them by careſſes of fondneſs, or magnificence of 
promiſcs, go on to reduce others to the ſame wretched- 
neſs by the ſame means ? | 

To ſtop the increaſe of this deplorable multitude, is 
undoubtedly the firſt and moſt preſling conſideration. 
To prevent evil js the great end of government, the end} 
for which vigilance and ſeverity are properly employed. 
zut ſurely thoſe whom paſſion or intereſt have already 
depraved, have ſome claim to compaſſion, from beings 8 
equally frail and fallible with themſelves. Nor would} 
they long groan in their preſent aftliftions, if none were 
to refuſe them relief, but rhoſe that owe their exemption 
from the tame diſtreſs only ro their wiſdom and their 
vIrtué. 


I am, &c. 


ANICUs, 


No, C VIII 


r r 
yy n n 1 


THE RAMBLER, 


f in. No., CVIII. SATURD: MARCH zo, 1751. 
cure, n 
h the 1 


periſh 


Incipe. Vivendi rectè qui prorogat horam, 


\ Ruſticus expectat dum defiuat amnis: at ille 


_ WT Labirur, et labetur in omne volubilis ævum. Hom. 
their f 

nales, Begin, be bold, and venture to be wiſe ; 
with He who defers this work from day to day, 
es, ot Does on a river's. bank expecting itay, 
> firſt Wl Till the whole ftream, which itopp'd him] thonld be gone, 
nce of That runs, and, as it runs, tor ever wiil run on. 
ched- | CoOWLEY., 
de, is NN ancient poet, unreaſonably diſcontented at the 
ation. preſent ate ct th ings, which his fyſtem of opinions 
e end Holiged him to  reprele nt in it's worſt form, has obſerved 
oyed. WF the earth, that it's greater part 15 covered by the 
ready, d ocean; that of the reſt, ſome is incum- 
xcings bered with naked mountains, and. fome loſt under bar- 
would WF ren ſands; ſome ſcorched with un erm heat, and 
 wereW {ome petreſied with perpetual froſt; fo that only a few 
e ption res ions remain for the production of fruits, the paſture 


| theirs 


of cattle, and the accommodation of man 
The fame obſervation may be 1 to the time 
jotted us in our F ſtate. When we have G4 ducted 
We! that is abſorbed in fleep, all that is inevitably a; pro- 
WF ated to the 5 s of nature, or irreſiſtibly engroſſe d 
che tyranny of cuſtom; all that paſſes in rex -ulating the 
perficial decorations of life. or is given up in the reci- 
5 Lens of civility to the di: p! of others: all that is 
7m from us by the violence of diſcaſe, or ſtolen imper- 
ptibly away by laſſitude and langtor; we ſhail find that 
Wit of our duration very ſmall of w hich we can truly 
l ourſelves maſters, or which we can ſpend wholly at 
= own choice. Many of our hours are loft in a rotation 
petty cares, in a conſtant recurrence of the ſame em- 
ments; many of our proviſions for eaſe or happineſs 
always exh wited by the preſent day; and a great part 
or exiltence ferves no other purpoſe, than that of en- 
e us to enjoy the reſt. 
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14 THE RAMBLER. 


Of the few moments which are left in our diſpoſal, 
may reaſonably be expected, that we thould be ſo fru ur. 
as to let none of them ſp from us without ſome equiva 
lent; and perhaps it might be found, that as the carth{M.i 
however ſtraitened by rocks and waters, is capable « 

roducing more than all it's inhabitants are able to con 
ſume, our lives, though much contracted by incident; 
diſtraction, would yet afford us a large ſpace vacant t 
the excrciſe of reaſon and virtue; that we want not tim 
but diligence, for great performances; and that we ſquan 
der much of our allowance, even while we think 
ſparing and inſufficient. 

This natural and neceſſary comminution of our lives 
perhaps, often makes us inſenſible of the negligency 
with which .we ſutfter them to flide away. We neve 
conſider vurſelves as poſſeſſed at once of time ſufficient f 7 
any great deſign, and therefore indulge ourſelves in forme 
tuitous amuſcments. We think it unneceſſary to take a 
account of a few fupcrnumerary moments, which, how 
ever employed, could have produced little advantage, an 
which were expoſed to a thouſand chances of diſturbanc 
and interruption. 

It is obſervable, that either by nature or by habit, ou 
faculties are fitted to images of a certain extent, to which. 
we adjuft great things by diviſion, and little things by aa 
cumulation. Of extenſive ſurfaces we can only take Wh 
ſurvey, as the parts ſucceed one another; and atoms a 
cannot perceive, till they are united unto maſſes. Thu 1 
we break the vaſt periods of time into centuries and year 4 ol 
and thus, if we would know the amount of moment Ha 
we muſt agglomerate them into days and weeks. 50 . 

The proy verbial oracles of our parſimonious anceſtor 
have informed us, that the fatal waſte of fortune is by 
{mall expentes, by the profuſion of ſums roo little oY 
to alarm our caution, and which we never ſuffer ourſe)vit 
to conſider together. Of the ſame kind is the prodigalirf 
of life; he that hopes to look back hereafter with ſatis bj 
faction upon paſt years, muſt learn to know the preſent I 1 


value of ſingle minutes, and cadcavour to let no 1 
of time fall e to the ground. 
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It is uſual for thoſe who arc adviſed to the attainment 

poſal, any new qualification, to loo upon themfelves as re- 
0 truy; | ired ro change the gencral courſe of their conducét, to 


equi; (miſs buſineſs, and exclude pleafure, and to levote 
e cart1tcir days and nights to a particular attention. But all 
pable M mmon degrees "of excellence are attainable at a lower 
do con rice; he that ſhould ſteadily and reſolutely aſſign to any 
cident Mience or language thoſe interſtitial vacancies which in- 
IT 'Wrvecnc in the moſt crowded v: aricty of diverſion or mi 
not tim loyment, would ſind every day new irradiation ;of know- 

: ſquanY dge, and diſcover how much; more is to be hoped from 
hink | equency and perſever ance, than from violent efforts aud 

. idden deſires; efforts which are ſoon remitted when 
an lives ey encounter difficulty, and deſires which, if they are 
ligeng dulged too often, will thake off the authority of reaſon, 

- NEVE range capriciou ily from one object to another. 
ent fo The diſpoſition to defer every important deſign to a 

in for me of leifure, and a ſtate of ſettled uniformity, pro- 
take a ecds generally from a falſe eſtimate of the human powers. 
hour we except thoſe gigantick and ſtupendous inteiligences 
ge, ang ho arc ſaid to gralp A ſyſtem by int uition, and bound 
banc rward from one ſeries of concluſions to another, with< 
at regular ſteps through intermediate py ropoſitions, tlie 
hoſt ſuccefsful ſtudents make their advances in know 
dec by ſhort flights, berween cach of which the mind 
lay lic at reſt, For ever ſingle acl of proxgrcftion a ſhort 
me is ſufficient; and it is only necellary, that whenever 
lat time is rd: d, it will be well employ ed. 

Few minds will Vs long contincd to ſevere and labort- 
us meditation; 5 and when 4 fuccci>tul attack on know- 
Age has been made, the ſtudent recreates himſelf with 
he conte mplation of his conqueſt, and forbcars another 
ncurſion, till the new. acquired truth has become fami- 
ar, and his curioſity calls upon him for freſh gratifica- 
ions. Whether the time of intermiſſion is ſpe nt in com- 
my, or in ſalitude, in neceſſary buſineſs, or in voluntary 

vities, the underſtanding 1 15 cqually abſtracted from the 
bject of enquiry; but, perhaps, if it be detained by oc- 
ations leſs pleaſing, it returns again to ſtudy with 


reater alacrity, than When it is gultted with ideal plca- 
ſures, 
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ſures, and ſarfeited with intemperance of e 
He that will not ſuffer himſelf to be diſcouraged by fan- 
cd impoſſibilities, may ſometimes find his abilities in- 
vigorated by the neceſſity of exerting them in ſhort in- 
tervals, as the force of a current is increaſed by the con- 
traction of it's channel. a 
From ſome cauſe like this, it has probably proceeded, 
that among thoſe who have contributed to the advance-H tun 
ment of learning, many have riſen to eminence in oppo- faci 
ſition to all the obſtacles which external circumſtances Meins 
could place in their way, amidit the tumult of buſine(s, Nit 
the diſtreſſes of poverty, or the diſſipations of a Wander- on 
wg and unſettled tate, A great part of the life of Eral-W 
mus was one continual peregrination ; ill ſupplied with 
the gifts of fortune, and led from city to city, and from 
kingdom to kingdom, by the hopes of patrons and pre- 
ferment, hopes which always flattered and always de- 
ceived him; he yet found means by unſhaken conſtancy, 
and a vi: vilant | improvement of thoſe hours which, in the 
midſt of the moſt reſtleſs activity, will remain une n- 
gaged, to write more than another in the ſame condi- | 
tion would have hoped to read. Compelled by want to 3 
attendance and ſolicitation, and fo much verſed in com- y 
mon life, that he has tranſmitted to us the moſt perfect 
delineation of the manners of his age, he joined to his MW 
knowledge of the world, ſuch application to books, 
that he will ſtand for ever in the firſt rank of literary 
heroes. How this proficiency was obtained he ſufhi- WM 
ciently diſcovers, by informing us, that rhe Praije of 
Folly, one of his moſt celebrated performances, was ſh 
compoſed by him on the round to Italy: ; ne toium illud it T 
tempus quo equo fruit infidendum, illiteratis fabulis terere- 
tur—leſt the hours which he was ob liged to ſpend on 
horſeback ſhould be tattled away without regard to li- 
teratrure, J 
An Italian philoſopher expreſſed in his motto, that 
time was his cfiate; an eſtate indeed, which will pro- 
duce nothing without cultivation, but will always abun- 
dantly repay the labours of induſtry, and ſatisfy the moſt 
extenſive deſires, if no part of it be ſuffered to lie waſte 
by =: 
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RW negligence, to be over- run with nox10us plants, o 
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ratum ef, q. od patrize civem, populoque dediſti, 

facis ut patriæ fit idoneus, utilis agis, 

ancc; ar: ilis et bellorum pacis dew nd. 

incl;, Wurimum enim intererit, quibus artibus, et quibus hunc tu 
der- ee inſtitutas. uy, 


Eral- Wratcful the gift ! a member to the ſtate, 

with WF you that member uſcful ſhall create; 

from Mrain'd both to war, and when the war ſhall ceaſe, 
pre- fond, as fit t' improve the arts of Peace, 


de- much it boots which way you train your boy, 

ey, he hopeful object of your future joy. ELPHINSTON, 
don | To the Rambler. 

ndi- | Sir. 

at to HOUGH vou ſeem to have taken a view ſufficiently 
mx extenſive of the miſeries of life; and have employ - 
0+ WF much of your ſpeculation on mournful ſubjects, you 
„ bis e not vet exhauſted the whole ſtock of human infe- 
oks, Nr. There is ſtill a ſpecies of wretchedneſs which 
-1ry Neapes your obſervation, though it might ſupply you 


ith many ſage remarks, and ſalutary cautions. 

I cannot but imagine the ſtart of attention awakened 
this welcome hint; and at this inſtant ſee the Ram- 
| Ner ſnuffing his candle, rubbing his ſpectacles, ſtirring 
Aud 

is fire, locking out interruption, and ſettling himſclf 


yl his caſy- chair, that he may enjoy a new calamity 
li- ithout diſturbance. For, whether it be that continued 
ess or misfortune has acquainted you only with the 
het _tterneſs of being; or that you imagine none but your- 
o. f able to diſcover what I ſuppoſe has been ſeen and 
ws It by all the inhabitants of the world; whether you 
\of tend your writings as antidotal to the levity and mer- 
1 ment with which your rivals endeavour to attract the 


favour 


e 


n 
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favour of the publick; or fancy that you have ſon 
particular powers of dolorous declamation, and 2varl# 
out your groans with uncommon clegance or energy ; i* 
is certain, that whatever be your lubject, melanchs 
for the moſt part burſts in upon your ſpeculation, you 
gaiety is quickly overcaſt, and though your readers mag 
be flattered with hopes of pleaſantry, they arc fſcldonf 
diſmiſſed but with heavy hearts. f 

That I may therefore gratify you with an imitation 
of your own ſyllables of ſadneſs, I will inform you thy 
I was condemncd by ſome diſaſtrous influence to be: 
only ſon, born to the apparent proſpect of a large for. 
tune, and allotted to my parents at that time of lit, 
when ſatiety of common diverſions allows the mind t 
indulge parental affection with greater intenſeneſs. My 
birth was celebrated by the tenants with feaſts, andi 
dances, and bagpipes; congratulations were ſent from 
every family within ten miles round; and my parent: 
diſcovered in my firſt crics ſuch tokens of future virtues 
and underſtanding, that they declared themſelves deter 
mined to devote the remaining part of life to my happi- 

neſs and the increaſe of their eſtate. R 

The abilities of my father and mother were not per- 
ceptibly uncqual, and education had given neither much 
advantage over the other. They had both kept good 
company, rattled in chariots, glittered in playhouſesf 
and danced at court, and were both expert in the game: 
that were in their time called in as auxiharics against 
the intruſion of thought. 

When there is ſuch a parity between two 2 
aſſociated for life, the dejcction which the huſband, 
he be not completely ſtupid, muſt always ſuffer for want 
of ſuperiority, ſinks him to ſubmiflivencſs. My mama 
therefore governed the family withour controul; and 
except that my father ſtill retained ſome authority 1 
the ſtables, and now and then, after a ſupernumcrary 


bottle, broke a looking-glaſs or china diſh to prove his .. 
ſovereignty, the whole courſe of the year was regulated . 
by her direction, the ſervants received trom her all nt  .. 


= as 21 SECT 7 1 a= 9 
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'e ſon ; : a 
207) lers, and the tenants were continued or diſnuſſed at 
rey; i" difcretion. : i 
nchen She therefore thought herſelf entitled to the ſuper 
, yo 4 tendance of her ſon's education; and when my father, 
rs maß the inſtigation of the parſon, faintly propoſed that I 
ſeldonl zould be ſent to ſchool, very poſitively told him, that 
he would not fſutter fo fine a child to be ruined; that 
—— de never knew any boys at a grammar-ichoot that could 
u th. Dome into a room without bluſhing, or ſit at the table 
be „ Neithout ſome awkward uncalineſs; that they were al- 


e fare putting themſelves into danger by boiſterous plays, 
f lit. r vitiating their behaviour with mein company; and 
ind u hat, for her part, ſhe would rather follow me to the 

Myrave, than ſec me tear my clothes, and hang down 
ny head, and ſneak about with dirty ſhoes and blot- 
ed fingers, my hair unpowdered, and my hat- un- 
ocked. 

My father, who had no other end in his propoſal 
han to appear wiſe and manly, ſoon acquieſced, ſince 
C was not to live by my learning; for indeed he had 
nown very few ſtudents that had not ſome ſtiffneſs in 
their manner. They therefore agrecd, that a domeſ- 


rents 
irtueff J 
eter- 4 
api. 


per- 


nuch ric tutor ſhould be procured, and hired an honeſt gen- 
oe tleman of mean converſation and narrow ſentiments, 
e Put whom, having paſſed the common forms of literary 
me, education, they implicitly concluded qualified to teach 
ink all that was to be learned from a ſcholar. He thought 


himſelf ſufficiently exalted by being placed at the fame 
table with his pupil, and had no other view than to per- 

ſon 

petuate his felicity by the utmoſt flexibility of ſubmiſ- 

ſian to all my mother's opinions and capric:s. He fre- 

quently took away my book, leſt I ſhould mope with 


* 
LY 


11:3: 

and too much application, charged me never to write with- 
„out turning up my ruffles, and generally bruthed my 

Ws coat before he diſmiſſed me into the parlour a 


175 He had no occaſion to complain of too burdenſome 
n employment; for my mother very judiciouſly con- 


fs ſidered, that I was not like ly to grow politer in his 
; company, and ſuffered me not to pals any more time 
17 9 


in lus apartment than my leſſon required. When I was 
C 2 lum- 


THE RAMBLER. 1 
ſummoned to my taſk, ſhe enjoined me not to get ral 
of my tutor's ways, who was ſeldom mentioned bete 
me but for practices to be avoided. I was every nWanc' 
ment 1 not to lean on my chair, crots ni ee 
legs, or {wing my hands like my tutor; and once nid 
AM: very ſcriouſly deliberated upon his total viifWulc: 
miſſion, becauſe l began, the ſaid, to learn his mann < WY 
of ſticking on my hat, and had his bend in my ſhoulderWery 
and his totter in my gait. W© cry 

Such, however, was her care, that I eſcaped all = re 
depravities; and when I was only twelve years old, 1 At 


had rid myſelf of every appearance of childiſh ait m1] 
dence, I was celebrated round the country for the pe en 
tulance of my remarks, and the quickneſs of my re- Hue 
plics; and many a ſcholar five years older than my!c/Wcar 
have I daſhed into confuſion by the ſtcadineſs of myMWur 
countenance, ſilenced by my readineſs of repartce, and gha 
tortured with envy by the addreſs with which I pick ev 
up a fan, preſented a ſnuff-box, or received an empty ive 
tca- cup. ne 

At fourteen I was completely ſkilled in all the nice 
ties of dreſs, and I could nor only enumerate all the I 
variety of ſilks, and diſtinguiſh the product of a French c 
loom, but dart my eye through a numerous company, Fit! 
and obſerve every deviation from the reigning mode. es 
was univerſally ſkilful in all the changes of expenſive Pit 
finery ; but as every one, they ſay, has ſomer! hing 128" 
which he is particularly born, was eminently knowing un 


in Bruſſels lace. 1 

The next year ſaw me advanced to the truſt and po- n 
wer of adjuſting the ceremonial of an aſſemibly. A! an 
received their partners from my hand, and to me every ſp" 


ſtranger applied for introduction. My heart now dit. N 


dained the inſtructions of a tutor, who was rewarded WP" 
with a imall annuity for life, and left me qualified, ia 
my own opinion, to govern myſelf, k 
In a ſhort time I came to London, and as my father 
was well known among the higher clefics of life, ſoon 
obtained admilſlion to the moſt ſplc ndid aflemblics an 


moſt crowdcd card-tables, Here 1 found myſelf uni- 
verſaln } 
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THE RAMBLER, 21 
2ct a rſally careſſed and applauded: the ladies praiſed the 
bet Mc y of my clothes, the beauty of my form, and the 


ry 1:WMtacls of my voice; endeavoured in every place to 
„s nWrce themſelves to my notice; and invited by a thou- 
ice 11d oblique ſolicitations my attendance to the play- 


al uc, and my falutations in the park. I was now 
nann zwppy to the utmoſt extent of my conception; paſſed 
lden ery morning in dreſs, every afternoon in viſits, and 

W ery night in ſome ſelect aſſemblies, where neither 
1 theſ re nor Knowledge were ſuffered to moleſt us. 


'S Ol. After a few years, however, theſe delights became 


dilt-Wmiliar, and I had lcifure to look round me with more 
ne pe, tention. I then found that my flatterers had very 
iy re-tle power to relieve the languor of ſaticty, Or recreate 
Nyc Wcarincls, by varied amuſement : - and therefore endca- 
t my MWured to enlarge the ſphere of my pleaſures, and to try 
„and gghat ſatis faction might be found in the ſociety of men. 
ick will not deny the mortitication with which 1 per- 


mpiy Fired, that cv cry man whole name I had heard men- 
Woned with reſpect, received me with a kind of tender- 
nice ss nearly bordering on compaſſion; and that thoſe 
the hoſe reputation was not well eſtabliſhed, thought it 
rench ceſſary to juſtify their undeſtandings, by treating me 
pany, ith — One of theſe witlings elevated his 
' Igel, by aſking 


D 


nftv; Witches: and another whiſpered that he wondered why 
E tog Frick did not keep me that afternoon to watch her 


W118 würrel. 

When! found mvſclf thus hunted from all maſculine 
| Ft 

po- nverfation by thote who were themſelves barely ad- 
411 | utted, [ returned ro the tad: les, and rclolved 10 dedi- 


V C1 te my life to their ſervice and their pleature, But I 
di if nd- that I have now loſt my charms. Of thoſe with 
ded hom I entered the gay world, ſome are married, ſome 
„ in Wave retired, and ſome have fo much changed their 


mion, that they ſcarcely pay any regard to my civi- 
es, if there is any other man in tue pl: ice, The new 
ght of beauties to whom I have made my addreſſes, 
iter me to pay the treat, and then titter with boys. 
that I now find mytelf welcome only to a tow | v1 _= 
C3 


me in a full coffee-houſe the price of 
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ladies, who, unacquainted with all that gives nw cri 
ule or dignity to life, are content to paſs Their I 


between their bed and their cards, without clteem f. 11 
the old, or reverence from the young. ne 
I cannot but think, Mr. Rambler, that I have re rar 
to complain; for ſurely the females ought to pay | Mt 
regard to the age of him whoſe youth was paſlcd rt 
endeavours to pleaſc them. They that encourage | 7 
in the boy, have no right to punith it in the man. us. 


J find, that though they lavich their firſt fondneſs u; 
pertnefs and gaicty, they ſoon transfer thcir regard 
other qualities, and ungratcfully abandon their ador. 
to dream out their laſt years in ſtupidity and conte mpt. 
I am, &c. 
FLORENTEGLLsS. 
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At nobis vitæ dominum quærentibus unum 

Lux iter eſt, ct clara dies, et gratia ſimplex. 

Spem ſequimur, gradi murque fide, fruimurque futuris, 

Ad quæ non veniunt præſentis gaudia vitæ, 

Nec currunt pariter capta, et capienda voluptas. 
PDRUDEN TI 


We thro? this maze of life one Lord obey ; 
Whoſe light and grace unerring, lead the wavy, 
By hope and taith ſecure of future bliſe, 
Gladly the joys of preſent life we miſs 


: - 1 

For baffled mortals (till attempt in \ ain, .. 
Preſent and future. bliſs at once to gain. T. LTW 
Wt (10 


HAT to pleaſe the Lord and Father of the univer ger 
is the ſupreme intereſt of created and depend. 


beings, as it is eaſily proved, has been univerſally co 5 

feſſed; and ſince all rational agents are conſcious 

having neglected or violated the duties preſeribed ou 

them, the fear of being rejected, or puniſhed by G. Gs 
an 


has always burdened the human mind. The expiati 
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s cite crimes, and renovation. of the. ſorfeited hopes of di- 
ir ho four, therefore contiitutes a large part of every 
m tr. gion. 

Due various methods of propitiation and atonement 
lich fear and folly have diftated, or artitice and in- 
reſt tolerated in the different parts of the world, how- 
er they may fometinies reproach or 2 huma- 
iy, at ſcaſt thew the general content of all ages and 
tions in their opinion of the pry vilicy of the divine 
ure. That God will forgive, may, indeed, be 
tabliched as the firſt and tai truth of reli- 


* 


A 


rt though tic knowleder of his exiftence is the 
O1 plus | MI! '' ver, Will GUTE Tie belief of his 
Va 10 VW OL R * T7 little Ii) 'CNCE Us Gn OUT moral 
' 11 1 7 LE 1 * 1 bl as \+ 1 21 10 | * 
160 1 10 10 * 18 18 119 * er 1 41 { ung [ IC 
tection or regard cf lum, whom tie leait deviation 
reEtitude made incxorable for ever; and every 
| 


| 


1h. DIO X | —_ * | 
G39 FEY ITAL ur 1 * ICIN0 Gi t oy 14118 Til JUVY LILIES from me 


teinpl tion OT a creator, wht n he mu contider AS 4 
„ernor 100 pure to bz pleated, and do ſevere 10 be 
ned; as an enemy intnitely wiſe, and inlinitely 
vertul, „ mm he could neither deccr C, clcapc, or 


here there is no hope, there can be no endeavour. 
nſtant and untailing obedience is above the reach 
t terteſtrial! kh. omg therefore the progreſs of 
te could only have been the natural deſcent of neg- 
ent deſpair Naas crime to crime, had not the uni- 
Pertal pertuahon of forgivenets to be obtained by pro- 
Jer means of reconciliati I, recalled thoſe to the paths 


Sgt victue whom their 1 had ſolicited ahde; and 


v1 Fim ed to new attempts, and firmer pericveran:c, 
ole whom difficulty had diſcouraged, or negligence 
ere urprited. 
i In times and regions ſo disjoined from each other, 
on. hat there can ſcarcely be 1magined any communication 
r fentiment either by commerce or tradition, has pre- 
= ITE general and uniform expectation of propitiating 
e by corporal auſteritics, of anticipating his venge- 


uc by voiuntary inflictions, and aj pcafing his juſtice 


by 
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Cc 


pt 01 


by a ſpeedy and cheerful ſubmiſſion to a leſs penaſ 
when a greater is incurred. . 
Incorporated minds will always feel ſome inclinatich 
towards exterior ats, and ritual obſcrvances. Id 
not repreſented by ſenſible objects are fleeting, variab 
and evaneſcent. We are not able to judge of the d 
gree of conviction which operated at any particular ting; 
upon our own thoughts, but as it is recorded by ſon 
certain and definite effect. He that reviews his life Meal 
order to determine the probability of his acceptance wit 
God, if he could once eſtabliſh the neceſſary proporti 
between crimes and ſufferings, might ſecurely reſt up 
his performance of the expiation; "but while ſafety r. 
mains the reward only of mental purity, he 1s alwa 
afraid leſt he ſhould decide too ſoon in his own favour 
leſt he ſhould not have felt the pangs of true contrition Wt © 
leſt he ſhould miſtake ſaticty for deteſtation; or im 
zine that his paſſions are ſubducd when they are on 
lceping. mY 
From this natural and reaſonable diffidence aroſc, Med“ 
humble and timorous picty, a diſpoſition to confound pe ww 
nance with repentance, to repoſe on human determina” © 
tions, and to receive from ſome judicial ſentence the 
ſtated and regular aſſigument of — pain. W. = - 
are never willing to be without reſource; we ſeck in th: © 
knowledge of others a ſuccour for our own ignorance: 
and are ready to truſt any that wall undertake to dirett. 
us when we have confidence in ourſelves. | A 
This deſire to aſcertain by ſome outward marks te 
ſtate of the foul, and this willingneſs to calm the con- 
ſcience by ſome ſettled method, have produced, as ther i” | 
are diverſified in their effects by various tempers and” 
principles, moſt of rhe diſquifirions and rules, the doubt. 
and reſolutions, that have embarralled the doctrine of WW 
repentance, and perplexed tender and flexible mind 
with innumerable teruples concerning the neceſſary mea- 
ſures of forrow, and adequate devrecs of ſel f. abhorrence; 
and theſe rules corrupted by fr aud, or debated by credu- 
lity, have, by the common refihency of the mind from 
one extreme to another, incited others to an open con— 
temp! 


MEE 
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- of all ſubſiqli. iry ord! 1 LNICTS, ai II prudential caution, 
the v hole dic i] iplinc Ot rev ulated picky. 


nar KCPEntance * h f dithcult ro be practiſed, 155 if 
INT (R lajned without t ſuperſii ion, CAanty underitood. 
ria} ONI{4/C1 15 FUE I C617: tl {/ 7 27 vt NH; Warts} g 1 


; , , a / * 3 
en hint H eee (394. Sorrow, and % Ar, 
A 


tin anictv, are property not parts, but adjunct S of re- 
ſon trance; vet tlie? are too CIOITLY connecéted with it, to 
fe aal {eparated ; for they not only mark it's lincer! Ya 
wi prvmotc it's cthcacy. 

C | SE oe 
of negligence or obſtinacy, 
page luis ſafety or happinefs in this world is en- 
y re {at ered, without fechng the pungency of remorle. 
war who is fully convinced that he ſuffers by his own 
vou ure, can never forbear to trace back his miſcarriage 
tion it's firſt caule, to image to himſelf a contrary bela- 
im: ur, and to form involuntary relolutions a ünſt the 
on fault, even when he knows that he ſhall never 

Jin have the power of committing it. Danger conſi- 
e, it let ed as immanent, naturally produces ſuch trepidatic ns 
| pe Iimpatience as Yo 4 all hum. an means pe latery be- 


rtice No mim commits any a 


tal Wcvery moment "ſeized wich ulelels eee * 
(cori to another, trembling with ſudden doubts, 
th: diftracicd by the 2 etual occurrence of new ex- 
ice ients. If, thereto „ he whoſe crimes have deprived 
rec n n of the favour of God, can rele upon his conduct 


hout diſturbance, or can at will b zanith the reflection ; 
ns Sn no combders himſelf ! fp 1dcd over the abyſs of 
on. Mrnal p. anton only by the thread of life, which muſt 
her” pitt by it's own weakne „ and which the wing of 


ny) minute may divide, can caſt his eycs round him 
107 vv tout ſthuddcrin WIT 1101 rror, OT P miing with ſecu- 
hat can lie judge of himſelf but that he is not 
nd; | WdRCNCcA to (atticicnt Con vichon, ſince CVCry loſs 
Tr nore lamented than the! 18 t the Diemme favour, and 
ce: ry danger more dreaded than the danger of hnal con- 


4 % 
ITED (C1001 


ement from the cares and ple (ures of the world 
il Ofen recommended as uiciul to repentance. 


This 
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. * . * ne 1 
This at leaſt is evident, that every one retires, wh gen 
. . . by > - 5 — e 
ever ratiocination and recollection are required on tri, ” | 
län 


occaſions; and ſurely the retroſpect of lite, the dit © 
tanglement of actions complicated with innumerable . N 
cumſtances, and diffuſed in various relations, the of" 
covery of the primary movements of the heart, and! 
extirpation of luſts and appetites deeply rooted and wi v 
ly ſpread, may be allowed to demand ſome ſcceth R 
from ſport and noiſe, and buſineſs and folly. 80 H 
ſuſpenſion of common affairs, ſome pauſe of tempo * 

F 

O 


pain and pleaſure, is doubtleſs neceſſary to bim t 
delibcrates for eternity, who is forming the only p 
in which miſcarriage cannot be repaired, and examin 
the only queſtion in which miſtake cannot be rectificd. 


Auſterities and mortifications are means by waich t 
mind is invigorated and rouſed, by which the attract. No 
of pleaſure are interrupted, and the chains of ſenſua ; 
are broken. It is obſerved by one of the baden, x 
he who reſtraius himſelf i in the uſe of things lawful, 
never encroach upon things forbidden. Abitineuce, 
nothing more, 1s at leaſt a cautious retreat from the 1 
moſt verge of perm ſon, and confers that ſecurity uhr ha 
cannot be reaſonubly hoped by him that dares always WW «:. 
hover over the pr. cipice of deſtruction; or delights ! 5 
approach the p| jcaſures which he knows it fatal to pal 2 
take. Auſterity is the proper antidote to indulgencl | * 
the diſeaſes of mind as well as body are cured by cht 8 
traries, and to contraries we ſhould readily have 1 "En 
courſe, if we dreaded guilt as we dread pain. * 1 a 

The completion and ſum of repentance is a change W.; mi 
life. That ſorrow which dictates no caution, that fe 10 
which docs not quicken our eſcape, that auſterity w de 
fails to rectify our affections, are vain and unavailing. i in 
ſorrow and terror muſt naturally precede reformation... . 
for what other cauſe can produce it? He, thereto. ©. 
that feels himſelf alarmed by his conſcience, an xu. W 
for the attainment of a better ſtate, and afflicted by App 
memory of his paſt faults, may juſtly conclude, that 1 
great work of repentance is begun, and hope by retr.... . 


ment and prayer, the natural and religious means 
ſtreng: 


SJ \ I TIS. Y WS FR E 1 SS, 4. uy * «C4 T3. * ES OI TS 
=> * - i * 0 1 ö ya l * 7 —_ , ns a Ws. 


THE RAMBLER, 27 


nethening his conviction, to impreſs upon his mind 
m h 2 lenſe 'of the Divine preſence, as may overpower 
au blandiſhments of ſecular delights, and enable him to 
 Wance from one degree of holineſs to another, till 


wh 


LC 1 1 | 0 a ” n 
he h ſhall ſet him free from doubt and conteſt, mi- 

1 _— " - +1 ' 
an and temptation. 
1 wid . | 
rf What better can we do thon proftrate fall | 
CCC . 1 , 1 oF 

8 Before him reverent; and. there confeſs 
Humbly our faults, and pardon beg with tears 4 
mp Wat'ring the ground, and with our ſighs the air 
mt Frequentinę „tent from hearts contrite, in ſign 
y p Ot forrow unteign'd, and humiliation meek ? 
min " 
ficd. * —_— —  — w_—_—w— : | 
icht 
act. m 7 0 | 
15 No. CXI. TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 1751. 
5 t \ ol * * * 
” Oportiv ya; 44 TRYeury, NN wIQOakicy y 
> | + v 1 4 
Sor noc. 

ICC, ; | 
hy Ditaſter alway waits on curly wit. 
whic 

T has been obſerved, by long experience, that late 
* prings produce the gre: ateſt plenty. The delav of 
ts ! 

ms and tragrancc, of verdure and breezes, is for 

) pat 
k "WF: moſt part liberally recompenſed by the exuberance 
YENC 


| fecundity of the enſuing ſcaſons; the bloſſoms which 
) WW: concealed till the vear is advancat and the fun is 
ugh, cicape thole chilling blaſts, and nocturnal froſts. 
hich are often fatal to carly luxuriance, prey upon the 
ſt imiles of vernal beauty, deſtroy the feeble princi— 
cs of vegetable life, intercept the fruit in the gem, and 
t down the flowers unopened to the ground. 
[| am afraid there is little hope of perſuading the 
nz and ſprightly part of my readers, upon whom 
© ſpring naturally forces my attention, to learn from 


way c grcat proceſs of nature, the difference between dilt- 

7 mce and hurry, between {peed and precipation; to | 

Y lecute their deſigns with calmneſs, to watch the con- 3 
„ ace of opporrunut v, and endcayour to find the lucky 3 


morn 
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oven 

moment which they cannot make. Youth is the to. 
ot enterprize and hope; having yet no occaſion ak Thi 
paring our force with any oppoſing power, we ni:Morne 
rally form preſumptions in our Ow l favour, fg lood, 
gine that ovfiruction and impediment will give nt: 
before us. IC firſt repuiſes rather inflame vehemen{Waoen 
than teach prud ence; a hem e and generous mind we 
before it ſuſp xeEts it's own Wea knefs, | or A LMIts to juſt 
the difficultics which it expected to ſub ſtorm. Hom 
fore diſappo intments have enforced the di dates of | tate, 
loſo phy, we believe it in GUT power to mort en the ion 
terval between the firſt cauſe and the laſt effect; oſine 
laugh at the timorous del: iys of plodding induſtry He 
fancy that, by increaſing the fire, we can at t pleaſur irc 1Wnco: 
cclerac the pro jection- | nally 
At our entrance into the world, when health ande ene. 
our give us fair promiſes of time ſufficient for the re Ince 
maturation of our ſchemes, and a long enjovment of | epu! 
requiſitions, we are eager to ſeize the preſent income: Walla 
we pluck every gratification within our reach, with r ir 
ſutfering it to ripen into perfection, and crow all the r. etit 


T 


ome 


rietics of delight into a narrow compafſs; but age {ei 
fails to change our conduct; we grow 5 ent of ti 


in proportion as we have leſs remaining, and ſuffer een 
laſt part of life to ſteal from us in languid preparati cura 
for future undertokings, or flow approaches to rem vefo 
advantages, in weak hopes or fome fortuitous oecurrere cha 
or drowſy equilibrations <2 — rmined counfel. WheiMinſi; 


ther it be that the age „ hav taſted the pPleaſurcs vet 
man's condition, und oder = deluſwe, bece me f fron 


anxious for their : ttamm ent; or that freq Vent miſc that 


riages have depreſſed them to deſpair, | frozen tho 
to inactivity; or that death ſhocks them more as it per! 
vances upon them, and they are afraid to remind ther | 
{cives of their decay, or to diſcover to their own hear V' 
that the time of triſling is paſt, Was 

A perpetual conflict with natural defires ſeems too unt 
the lot of our Pre ſent ſtate. In _ we require {ome his 
thing of the tardincfs and frigidity of age; and in don 
e muſt labour to recall the Ge and an petuoſit | 


youll 
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| auth ; in youth we muſt learn to expect, and in age to 
11C . nov. 

10 The torment of expectation is, indeed, not eaſily to be 
& nage at a time when every idca of gratification fires the 


1d 11WM100d, and flaſhes on the fancy; when the heart is va- 
e unt to every freſh form of delight, and has no rival en- 


emenggigements to withdraw it from the importunitics of a 
is ew defire. Yet fnce the fear of miſſing what we ſeck 
26 uſt always be proport:onable to the happiness expected 
m. rom policy it, tne paflions, even in this terapeſtuous 
fate, might be ſomewhat moderated by frequent incul- 
the tion of the miſchict of temerity, and the hazard of 
Ct; oſing that which we endeavour to lelze before our time. 

N He that too carly aſpires to honours, muſt reſolve to 
ure counter not only the oppoſition of intereſt, but the 


nalignity of envy. He that is too cager to be rich, 
renerally endangers his fortune in wild adventures, and 


res Incertain projects; and he that haſtens too ſpeedily to 
o! eputation, often raiſes his character by artifices and 
Mc: alacies, decks himſelf in colours which quickly fade, 
10 or in plumes which accident may thake off, or com- 
nc etition pluck. away. 

le The danger of carly eminence has been extended by 
: 11 emce, even to the gifts of nature; and an opinion has 
C1 een long conceived, that quickneſs of invention, ac- 
a1 "curacy of judgment, or extent of Knowledge, appearing 
© "before the uſual time, prefage a thorr life. Even thote 
rencgwho are leſs inclined to form general concluſions, from 
Vi ingances which by their own nature muſt be rare, have 
reset been inclined to prognoſticate no ſuitable progreſs 
e from the firſt ſallies of rapid wits; but have obſerved, 
11:c: "that after a ſhort effort they either loiter or faint, and 
hog 


ſuffer themſclves to be ſurpaſſed by the even and regular 


t perſeverance of flower underſtandings. 
er It frequently happens, that applauſe abates diligence. 
car Whoſoever finds himſelf to have perf-rmed more than 


was demanded, will be contented to ſparc the labour ot 
0 "FF unneceflary performances, and ſit down to enjoy at eaſe 


01 bis ſuperfluitics of honour. He whom ſucceſs has made 
1 + donfident of his abilities, quickly claims the privilege of 
$4 Vol. III. D negli- 
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negligence, and looks contemptuouſly on the ora 
advances of a riv al, whom he unagines himfelf ab! 
leave behind whenever he thall again fun 1mon his f 
to the conteſt. But long intervals of pleaſure ditlip:4 
attention, and weaken conlt ancy ; nor 1s it eaſy for! 
that has ſunk from diligence into ſloth, to rouſe out 
his lethargy, to recollect his notions, 
rioſity, and engage with his former ardour in the toil; 
ſtudy. 

Even that friendſhip which intends the reward 
genius, tos often tends to obſtruct it. The plcatur, 
being careſſed, diſtinguiſhed, and admired, caſilv 
duces the ſtudent from literary ſolitude, He is rea! 
follow the call which ſummons him to hear his 
praiſe, and which, perhaps, at once flatters his ap 
with certainty of pleafures, and his 


ambition with þ 
of patronage; pleaſures which he concerves inexha 
ble, and hopes which he has not yet learned to 
truſt. | 
vince evils, indeed, are by no means to be imput 
to n:iture, or conhdered as Beep. ee from an e. 
diſpl iv of uncommon abilities. They may be cerra; 
eſcaped by prudence and ret otution, and 1 mutt there 


e recounted rather as _—_ tions to th: 3 who are 
libcraliy Beer; than as diſcouragements to ſuc! 
are born with uncommon qualitics. Beauty is \ 


known to draw after it the herſceutions of a4, hun: 

to incite the artifices of envy, and to raiſe the fa; 
unlawful love; yet amo ne the ladics, whom prucd 

or modeſty h. we made moſt eminent, who ha 

CO mplained of the inconveniences of an amiable io m 


l 
rekindle his 4 


or would have purchaled ſafety by the loſs of chart 
Neither grace of perſon, nor vi gour of and. 

are to be revarded otherwiſe than as bletlings, as m 

of happineſs indulged by the Su; preme Benctacto 

the advantages of eit her m. iy be loſt by too A rigs Cay 

neſs to obt: un them. A thouſand buautics in their fir 

bloſſom, by an imprudent expoſure to the open world, 

have ſuddenly withered at the blaſt of inf: my ; and 1 me 

who might have ſubjected new regions to the empire d 


Icarning 
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ve been lured by the praiſe of their firſt 


. ! 
«4 4 p 18 
uli, ia 


FCtion trom ad demical retirement, and waſted 
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vice and dependence. The virgin who 


mon aſvires to celebrity and conqueſt, perithes by 
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dich vanity, ignorant credulity, or guiltlets indiſcre- 
\ The genius who catches at laurels and preter- 
n . 5 1 ” 
nt before his time, mucks the hopes that he ex- 
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h micht have been 
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V are taucht by Celſis, that health is beſt pre- 
ſerred by avoiding ſcttled habits of life, and de- 
tine fnctimes into flight aberrations from the laws 
medicine; by varying the proportions of food and 


8 © _ - HE 
erciſe, interrupting the ſuccefhons Ol reſt and labour, 


* 4 


* 


3 1 WY . 2 3 Ss . 3 & as 7 A xy 
4 mMmndun F hard in 15 W * 1 indulsence. 1 he De Ay, 


accuſtomed to ! | quantitics and uniform pe- 
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| by the ſmalleſt irregularity 3 and 


ls, 18+ difordere« 

e we cannot adjuſt every day by the balance or Ha- 

meter, it is fit ſometimes to depart from rigid accu» 

v, that we may be able to comply v th nceceilary 
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affairs, ſtrong inclinations. He that too long »: 
ſerves nice punctualities, condemns himſelf to v 
tary imbecility, and will not long cfcape the miſerie 
diſeaſe. 

The ſame laxity of regimen is equa! ily neceſlary to 
tellectual Bert h, and to a perpetu al ſuiceptiLyliry of 
caſional pleature, 


32 


gether, quickly contracts his faculties, and mak. 
thouſand thi: gs offenſive that are in themſelves ind 
ferent; a man accuſtomed to hear only the echo of 
own ſentiments, fcon ars all the common avenue. 
delight, and has no part in the gencral gratifications 
mankind 

In things which are not immediately ſubject to re 
gious or moral conſideration, it is "any Pcs to be: 
long or tio rigidly in the right. Senſibility mav, by 
inceſſant attention to elegance and prop riety, be quic 
encd to a tenderneſs incon ſiſtent with the condition 
hum: anity, Irritable by the ſmalleſt aſperity, and vuln 
able by the gentleſt touch. He that pleaſes himſelf: 
much with minute exactneſs, and iubmits to endu 
nothing in accommodations, attendance, or addreſs, | 
low the point of perfection, will, whenever he ent 
the crowd of life, be harraſſed with innumerable 
treſſes, from which thoſe who have not in the fr 
manner increaſed their ſcnſations find no diſturbance 
His exotick ſoftneſs will thrink at the coarſencls of 


C 


gar felicity, like a a plant tranſplanted to northern nu-l 


{cries, from the dews and ſun ſhine of the tropical r:- 
£1005. 

There will always be a wide interval between — 
tical and ideal excellence; and, therefore, if we al: 
not ourſelves to be ſatisfied while we can perceive 2 
error or defect, we muſt refer our hopes of eaſe to {01 
other period of exiſtence. It is well known that, ex 
poſed to a microſcope, the ſmootheſt polith of the mi! 
ſolid bodi-s diſcovers cavities and prominences; and that 


the ſofteſt bloom of roſeate virginity repels the eye wit 
The perceptions 4 


Excreicences and diſcolorations, 


Long confi nNnement to the ſan je com 
pany which perhaps ſimilitude of taſte brought firſt : 
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I 
es may be improved to our own d liſquiet, 
oe may, by diligent cultivation of the powers of 


7 
5 „ raiſe in time an artificial faſtidio: ſnels, which 
1% a - 
lll the imagination with phantoms of turpitude, 
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N us the naked IKCCTCN of CYETY delight, and Pre- 
* 1 . 

z | o 1 . _ , "I. d % 1 | " 

nr us ON) With UNC Palins of 1 AJUTEe, anda the detour 

> } 1 ! 1 */ na } - we | . ” A of I, ] a 30 
+ 1 3 hncts, indeed, would perhaps very little ne 
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fputed ſuperiority, the dull and thoughtlets may 
wiſe acquire the power ot tormenting themſelves 
| others, and become ſuſticiently ridiculous or hateful 
oe who are within tight of their conduct, Or reach 
vic « their influence. 

They that have grown old in a fingle ſtate are gene- 


F 1 . 1 
) found ro UC morole, frettul, and capt io la- 


1s of their oon Praciilices and mazxzums 5 oon « tended 


contradiction or negligence; and impatient ot any 
* 3 
cir nod, and 
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Clation, but WITN thoſe that v 1:1 watch t! 
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mn CNCMICLVES TO unlimited alt JOYITLY, Such 15 the 
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10 unſkilfully dreiſed, ſuch blunders in the ſcafoning, 


ſüch improprictics in the fauce, as can ſcarcely be 
tcd without blood; and, in the trant; ports of re- 
make very little diltinctiens between guilt 
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and innocence, but let fly their menaces, or grow] 5 
their diſcontent, upon all whom fortune expoſes to ug 
ſtorm. N 

It is not eaſy to imagine a more unhappy conditi 
than that of dependence on a peeviſh man. In cv-WMWurs 1 
other ſtate of inferiority the certainty of pleaſing is pes 
petually increaſed by a fuller knowledge of our du! Wndin 
and kindneſs and confidence are ſtrengthened by eve een 


new act of truſt, and proof of fidelity. But pceviſhneWeath« 
ſacrifices to a momentary offence the obſequiouſneſs ab! 
uſefuineſs of half a life, and as more is performed, Hunger 
creaſes her exactions. cn 

Chryſalus gained a fortune by trade, and retired 1:WMnclin 
the country; and, having a brother burdened by he 1 
number of his children, adopted one of his ſons. T.Mrave 
boy was diſmiſſed with many prudent admonitions ; mia 
formed of his father's inability to maintain him in een 
native rank; cautioned againſt all oppoſition to the ep 
nions or precepts of his uncle; and animated to per ur! 
verance by the hopes of ſupporting the honour of og 
family, and overtupping his elder brother. He had Wterco 
natural ductility of mind, without much warmh Hand 
affection, or elevation of ſentiment; and therefore rand 
dily complied with every variety of caprice ; paticn' WWF Þ: 
endured contradictory reproofs; heard falſe accufatio and, 
without pain, and opprobrious reproaches without eye 
ply; laughed obſtreperouſly at the ninetieth repetit:-WFt00 
of a joke; afked queſtions about the univerſal decav proc 
trade; admired the ſtrength of thoſe heads by wir per 
the price of ſtocks is changed and adjuſted; and con 
haved with ſuch prudence and cirſcumſpection, th ſult 
after ſix years the will was made, and Juvenculus vis wor 
declared heir. But unhappily, a month afterwards, 1 t 


tiring at night from his uncle's chamber, he left %% fers 
door open behind him: the old man tore his will, & ac 

* . . * * 1 8 
being then perceptibly declining, for want of time "WM dire 


deliberate, left his money to a trading company. BY 

When female minds are imbittered by age or {0114 mar 
tude, their malignity is generally exerted in a rigor ll - 
and ſpitcful ſuperintendence of domeſtick triſles. EY tt! 
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le has employed her eloquence fur twenty vears upon 
le - degeneracy of ſervants, the nattinets "of her houſe, 
e ruin of her furniture, the difhcuiry of preſerving 


ditt peſtry from the moths, and tlie careleſſneſs of the 


cvs whom ſhe emp! loys in bruſhing it. It is her bu 
ls | cſs every morning to vie all the rooms, in hopes of 
du: ading a chair without it's cover, a window ſhut, or 


pen contrary to her orders, a ſpot on the hearth, or a 
| ber on the floor, that the reſt of the day may be juſ- 
cls Maat ably ſpent in taunts of contempt, and voci iferations of 


d, nger. She lives for no other purpoſe but to preſerve 
he neatneſs of a houſe and gardens, and feels neither 

d 1 clination to pleaſure, nor aſpirati n after virtue, wiule 
y he is engroſſed by the great employment of keeping 
1 ravel from graſs, and wainſcot from duſt. Of three 
8; i miable nieces the has declar: q 1 herſelf an irreconcileable 


n |\WW&ncemy ta one, becauſe the broke oft a tulip with her 
e ep; ro another, becauſe the ſpilt her coffee on a 
bert rurkey carpet; and. to the third, becauſe ſhe let a wet 


Fog run into the pariour. She has! broken off her in- 
bad Witercourſe of viſits, becauſe company makes a houte dirty; 
39 ad 3 to confine herſclf more to her own afflärs, 
rand to live no longer in mire by foohth lenity. 
cn' Pecviſhneſs is generally the vice of narrow minds; 
iticeg þ md, ExCept when it is the effect of anguith and ditcate, 
tego which the reſolution is broken, and the mind made 
tit doo feeble to bear the lighteſt addition to it's miſeries, 
ay proceeds from an unreaſonable perſuaſion of the im- 


portance of trifles. The proper remedy againſt it is, to 
aaa the dignity of human nature, 'and the folly of 


th? ſuttering perturhat! jon and uncaſineſs from cauſes un- 
vw: wo rthy of our notice. 
„. He that reſigns his peace to little caſualties, and ſuf- 


fers the courſe of his life to be inte rrupted | by fortuitous 
inadvertencies or offences, delivers up himſelf to the 
direction of the wind, and loſes all that conſtancy and 
equanimity which *conſtitute the chief praiſe of a wiſe 
man. 

The province of prudence lies between. the greateſt 
zings and the leaſt; ſome ſurpaſs our power by their 
magnitude, 
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magnitude, and ſome eſcape our notice by their nun 
ber and their frequency.” But the indiſpenſable buſine 
of life will afford ſufficient exerciſe to every underſtai 

ing; and ſuch is the-limitation of the human POWer 

that by attention to trifles we muſt let things of it 
portance pals unobſerved: when we examine a mite wi: 
a glaſs, we ſce nothing bt tam ite. 

That it is every man's intereſt to be pleaſed, 
need little proof: that it is his intereſt to pleaſe bebe 
experience will inform him. It is therefore not 
neceflary to happmeſs than to virtue, that he rid 
mind of paſſions which make him uneaſy to him. 
and hateful to the world, which enchain his intellec 
and obſtruct his improvement. 
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—Uorem, Poſthume ducis ? 


Dic qui Tiſiphonc, quibus exagitare colubris? [ v1 


A ſober man like thee to change his life! 


What fury would poſſeſs thee with a wife? DxrYDEx, 


Tg the Rami. a” 
Sir, 
KNOW not whether it is always a proof of inne 
cence to treat cenſure with contempt. We owe 
much reverence to the wiſdom of mankind, as juſtty | 


with, that our own op! nion of our merit may be ratificd 
by the concurrence of other ſuffrages; and ſince guilt 


and infamy muſt have the ſame effect upon 11 relig. nc 


unable 10 pierce bevond external ap PCarances and i 


fluenced often rather by cx: wple than precept, we : 
obliged to refute a falſe charge, leſt we thould co 


* 


tenance the crime which we have never committed. 


To turn aw. 17 om an accuſation with {uperc:l us 1 


} 


lence, is equ; ally in the power of him that 1s hardened 


by villany, aud inf irited by innocence. The wall © 
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praſs which . crects upon a clear conſcience, may 
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nun ſometimes raiſed by impudence or power; and we 
fingMWvld always wiſh to preterve the dignity of virtue by 
tan rning her with graces which wickedneſs cannot aſ- 
Wor m2. 
Fin For this reaſon JI have determined no longer to en- 
wire, with either patient or ſullen reſignation, a re— 
ch which is, at leaſt in my opinion, unjuſt; but 
* lay my caſe honeſtly before you, that you or your 
ber, ers may at length decide it. 
my Whether you will be able to preſerve your boaſted 
D partiality, when you hear, that I am coniidered as an 
I werſary by half the female world, you may ſurely 
cc don me for doubting, notwithſtanding the veneration 
which you may imagine yourſelf entitled by your age, 
ur learning, your abſtraction, or your virtue. Beauty, 
Ir. R mbler, has often overpowered the reſolutions of 
e firm and the reaſonings of the wiſe, routed the old 
a ſenſibility, and ſubdued the rigorous to {ofrncls. 


| am one of thoſe unhappy beings, who i:ave been 


| 0 , ae od 208 . 
cd out as huſbands for many different women, 
Fx3 1 : " * , * N y } , 1 2 5 
1 d deliberated a hundred times on the brink ot matri- 
i; : . - | " 14 0 5 8 5 
hony. I have diſcuſſed all the nuptial preliminaries 
* 


often, that J can repcat the forms in which jointures 
ſettle d, pin-monc * ſecured, -nd Pro, iſions for your 2 
children aſcertained; but am at laſt doomed by ge- 
1 Er OY 1 _ 1} led by a1 
141 content ro C\ CTIAITING l01tude, 441K CACl dude 1 au 
10- Wrreverfible decree from all hopes of connubla! felicity. 
| m pointed out by every mother, as a man whole 


my 
— * 


| fits cannot be admitted without reproach; who raiſes 
00 "pes only to embitter diſappointment, and makes offers 
1 nly to ſeduce girls into a waite of that part of life, in 
Ce hich they might gain advantageous matches, and be- 


n- me miſtreſſes and mothers. 

: I hope you will think, that ſome part of this penal 
ſeverity may juſtly be remitted, when 1 inform you, 
tlat I never yet profeſſed love to a woman without fin- 
Icere intentions of marriage; that I have never continued 


1 pe | 5 
1 1 appearance of intimacy from the hour that my incli- 
01 nation changed, but to preterve her whom I was leav- 


nz from the ſhock of abruptne!>, or the 1nominy of 
Content; 
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contempt; 


an Opportu nity of ſccmins 


hat IF always cndcavourcd to give the lad 
to ditcard me; and tha: 


4 


never to be K a miſtreſ; — larger fortune, or bri: 
beauty, U bceca! ale 1 diſco vered a ITIC regularity in 
N or ſome depravity in her mind; not bcc 
I was charmed by another, but becauſe I was offendd 


by herſelf. 


{ was very carly tired of that ſucceſſion of am. 


ments by which the th. 
diſhpated, and had not long glittered in the ſplenc 
of an ample patrimony before 1 wiſhed for the caln 
domeſtick happineſs. Youth 1s naturally delighted v 
ſprighulineſs and ardour, and therefore 1 breat hed; 
thc 
ſparkling, the vivacious Ferocula. 


* » „ 


and ſpirit never depreſſed; 
Co r readineſs of expedients, contempt of difficulty, 
rance of addreſs, and pro mpitude of reply; contid: 
her as exempt by fome prerogative of nature from 
weaknels and timidity of female minds; and congr 
lated mylelf upon a companion ſuperior to all comn 
troubles and embarraſſments. I was, indecd, 


what diſturbed by the unthaken perſeverance V\ 
which ſhe enforced her demands of an unreaſons 
ſettlement; ver I thould have conſented to pals my 


m vnion with her, had not my curioſity led me 


crowd gathered in the fireet where I found Ferocu! 


ſiglis of my firſt affection at the feet of the gay,! 
I fancied to m 
2 perpetual ſource of happineſs in wit never cxhautl: 
looked with veneration 


[ 


ughts of moſt young men 1 


RP 


1 [ to ft 


(om 


1 * 
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in the preſence of hundreds, diſputing for ſix-penc: 


with a chairman. 


I ſaw her in ſo little need of all 


ance, that it was no breach of the laws of chivalry ' 


forbear interpohtion, and I ſparcd myſelf the ſhame ©} 
I forgot ſome point of core 


owning her acquaintance, 


mony at our next interview, and ſoon provoked her: 


forbid me her preſence. 

My next attempt was upon a lady of great emin« 
for ſcarning and philoſophy. | had frequently 
ſerved the barrenneſs and uniformity of e 0 
verſation, and therefore thought highly of my o 


gence and diſcernment, when I ſele&ted from a — i 
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« of wealthy beauries, the deep-read Miſothea. wi 
ired herſelf the inexorable enemy of ignorant pert- 
and puerilc levity; and {ſcarcely condeſcended to 

tea, but for the linguiſt, the geometrician, the 
nomer, or the poct. The queen of the Amazons 
p only fo be oained by the hero who could conquer 
in ſinale combat; and Xliſothea's heart was only to 
the ſcholar who could overpower her by diſputa- 
Amid the fondeſt tranſports of courtſhip the 


* 


— 


4 call for a definition of terms, and treated cvery 
ment with contempt that could not be reduced to 
lar ſyllogiſm. You may caſily imagine, that [ 
hed this courtſhip at an end; but when I deſired 
to ſhorten my torments, and tix the day of my fe- 
Wy, we were led into a long converſation, in Which 
8; (othea endeavoured to dem: nſtrate the folly of artri- 
ning choice and ſelf-dire&tion to any human being. 
aſl was not difficult to diſcover the danger of commm— 
cr Ws myſelf for ever to the arms of one who might at 
© time miſtake the dictates of paſſion, or the calls of 
petite, for the decree of fare; or conſider cuckoldom 
neceſſary to the general ſyſtem, as a link in the ever— 
ming chain of ſucceſſive cauſes. 1 therefore told 
| that deſtiny had ordained us to part, and that 
ine ſhould have torn me from her but the talons of 


— * 


T 


thit 
ceſſuy. 
el then ſolicited the regard of th: calm, the prudent, 
"Ui e economical Sophronia, a I dy who confidered wit 
nc: dangerous, and learning 28 ſuperfluous, and thought 
t the woman who kept her houſe clean, and her ac- 
mts exact, took receipts for every payment, and 
Wuld find them at a ſudden call, enquired nicely akter 


cri e condition of the tenants, read the price of ſtocks 
ſt 


ce a week, and purchaſed cvery thing at the be 
rket, could want no accompliſhments neccltary to 


* happineſs of a wile man. She diſcourſed with great 
emnity on the care and vigilance which the ſuperin- 
EWndcnce of a family demands; obſerved how many 
u- Were ruined by confidence in ſervants; and told me 
1! Sz tbe never expected honeſty but from à ftrong chef, 
11d an 


[ 
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and that the beſt ſtore-keeper was the miſtreſs's eM'* nu 
Many ſuch oracles of generoſity ſhe uttered, and m ped to 
every day new improvements in her ſchemes * 

egu 1 of her ſervants, and the diſtribution of 
time. I was convinced, that whatever I might ſuf 
from Sophronia, I ſhould eſcape poverty; and we tht 
fore proceeded to adjuſt the ſettlements 'acccordiny No. ( 
her own rule, fair and fofily. But one morning 
maid came to me in tears to intreat my intereſt for a 


conciliation to her miſtreſs, who had turned her ou Null 
night for breaking fix teeth in a tortoiſe-ſhel] con 
ſhe had attended her lady from a diſtant province, — 
having not lived long enough to fave much moni The 
was deſtitute among krangers, and though of a g 
family, in danger of perithing i in the ſtreets, or of beo! 
compellec | by hunger to proſtitution. I made no cry ful,. 
of promiſing to reſtore her; but upon my firſt app enger: 
cation to Sophronia, was anſwered with an air which pri 
called for A that if ſhe neglected her cole th 
affairs, I might ſuſpect her of neglecting mine; thealcd 
the comb ftood "wa, in three half-crowns;. that no ſeeir be 
vant ſhould wrong her twice; and that indeed ſhe t th 
the firſt opportunity of parting with Phillida, becaul: ich 
though ſhe was honcit, her conſtitution was bad, rut re 
Nic thought her very likely to fall ſick. Of our coy ot ane 
ference I nced not tell you the effect; it ſurely may Fron 
forgiven me, if on tllis occaſion 1 forgot decency cracy 
common forms. fal 
From two more ladies I was diſengaged by findige d 
that they entertained my rivals at the ſame time, en 
determined their choice by the liberality of our ſettle nd W 
ments. Another I thought myſelf juſtified in ford en. 
ing, becauſe ſhe gave my attorney a bribe to fayour he mn 
in "ule bargain; another becauſe 1 could never fſoftz Iden 
her to tenderneſs, till the heard that moſt of my fam *"<< 
had died young; and another, becauſe, to increaſe ha,, - 
fortune by expectation, ſhe repreſented her ſiſter as lan · "(© 
guiſhing and conſumptive. 56 


I ſhall in another letter give the remaing part of n 


hiſtory of courtſhip, I preſume that ſhould hithet © 
I " hari < 
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ve injured the majeſty of female virtue, had I nor 
ped to transfer my affection to higher merit. 

] am, &c. 

HyMEX 
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Audi, 
Nulla unquam de morte hominis cunctatio longa eſt. 


Juv, 
When man's life is in debate, 
The Judge can ne*er too long deliberate, DavyDzN. 


JOWER and ſuperiority are fo flattering and delight- 
ful,. that, fraught with temptat tion and expoſed to 
nger as they are, ſcarce:y any virtue is ſo cautious, or 
y prudence ſo timorous, as to decline them. Even 
ofe that have moſt reverence for the as of right, are 
caſed with ſhewing that not fear, but choice, r. Zulates 
eir behaviour; and would be thought to comply, ra- 
r then obey. We love to overlook the boundaries 
ich we do not wiſh to paſs; and, as the Roman ſa- 
riſt remarks— He that has no def Yn to take the life 
of another, is yet glad to have it in his ha nds. f 
From the ſame Pprinci; ple, tend g Yet more do dege 
ney and corrupti. n, procec ds the deſire of inveſting 
fal authority with terror, and governing by force ra- 
er man perſuaſion. Pride is unwilling to believe the 
— of a ligning any other reaſon than het Town will: 
nd would rather maintain the moſt equitalyc claims by 
Hence and pen ities, than deſcend from the > dignity OL 
nmand to diſpute and expoſtulation. 
It may, I think, be fu ſpected, that this political arro- 
nce has ſometimes found it's way into legiſlative —_ 
de, and mingled with deliberations upon proper and 
0 A fl: zhr peruſal of the laws by which the mea- 
s of vindictive and coercive e juſtice are cſtabliſhed. 
diſcover fo many diſproportions between crime , and 
nihments, ſuch capricious diltinc tions of guilt, and 
Vor. III. . uch 
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ſuch confuſion of remiſſneſs 
be believed to have been produced by pu 
Kncercly and calmly ſtudious of pub lick h. Ti ha ness. © OP 

The learned, the judicious, the pious Boerhaave, ce 
lates, that he never ſaw a criminal dragged to execu! wet 
without aſking himſelf, Who knows whether this n fx 
is not leſs culpable than me? On the days when: b e 


prifons of this city are emptied into the grave, let e Non 


and ſeveritv, as can ſcane ne co 
. Ys * * % 
DIICK WG Ade 


ſpectator of the dreadful proceſſion put the fame qu: . 
to his own licart, Few among thoſe that crowd in th —_ 
ſands to the legal maſſacre, and look with carclef iy h. 


] 
perhaps with triumph, on the wn tmoſt exacerbations only 
human mulcry, would then be able to return wit! n 


3 ! 1 . 
horror and dejection. For who can congratulate him Vet | 
upon 2 life palled without ſome act more miſchievous . alu 


thc peace or prolperity of others, than the theft cf Mice of 
Yicce of money | ferme 


It has been always the practice, when any partic FA 
ſpecies of a ery becomes prevalent and common, u er W 


endcavour it ſuppreſſion! by capital denunclations. Th 


one ee of male factors is commonly cut off. 
their ſuceeſlors are frighted into new expedicnts; t 


* 


- x7 


art of thievery is augmented th greater varie: 
fraud, and {ubtihzcd to higher degrees of dexterity o 
more occult methods of conveyance, The law then 
news tic purſuit in the n of anger, and overt: 
the offendcr again with death. By this practice, cap 
inflictions are multiplicd, and crimes ery differ 
their degrees of enormity, are equally ſubjected 
ſevereſt puniſhment that man has the power of £3.01 
Vpon man. 

The lawgiver is ge- allowed to eſima 
malignity of an off ice, not merely by the 
which ſingle acts may produce, but by the ger 


ul 
10 
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and anxletyv ariling from tlie tear ef 1 
. - > * % . . 
rity of poiteſhon ; he thereture EXE Wot? 
AJ dies are fuppoled Q Have Ove Ki Ly Ws) 
. "i ! RIS Il, 1 Re 
compotu them, not 11 mply to punim a. tin grotinm 
* wa * 1 X 1 > 
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THE RAMBLER« 4.3 
2 * <p "SE ! — w £4 4 
| te commander Or a garriſon doubles the guard on 
17 = Y CLE 8 1 — 
00 i; Ode which 15 threatened by tc enemy. 
This method bas been long tried, but tried with ſe 


» 1 * . * 
„e ſocceſs, that rapinc and lence are hourly incrcaſ- 
* vet few cem willing to deſpair of it eflicacy; 
mk choſe who employ their ſpeculations upon the 


ent corruption of the people, (ome propot the intro— 
on of more horrid, lingering, ind terrimck puniſh— 

ſome arc jnclin to accelexate the exc arions z 
to diſcourage bardlons; and all ſeem to think that 
ty has given con idence to wickedneſs, and that we 
y be reſcued from the talons of robbery by inflex1- 


* - - * ! = N 1 'F » 
1 4 urs CLL4%S lal PLnar' id nice. 


Vet fince tae 1 rig t 01 42 g an u ncertain and arbitra— 
value upon life has beca dis muted, and {ince experi- 


of p aſt times giv 8 little reaſon to hope that any 
Cm Ati n will be effected a peri dical havock of 
- flow-beings, perhaps It v. wil not be uſcleſs to con- 
er what con! equences might a riſe from relaxations of 
laws, and a more rational 1 equitable adaptation of 
455 nalties to offences. 
1 Death is, as one or the ancients obſerves; To Tn Cots 
* wy OoCeowr ce T-—of dreadful things the mnſt dd. eadfut ; an 


beyond which nothing can be threatened by ſublu- 
25 pary pow er, Or CAT. Te from human com Iry Or ven, CAanCcce 
This terror ſhould, there! gore, be reſerved as the laſt re- 
ſt of authorits .' a6 THC {\ rongeſt . moſt operatly C of 
nil bitary {an tic Ns, and placed before the treature of 
fe, to guard from inv. aſion what cannot be reſtored. To 
Mea! robbery with murder is to reduce murder to rob- 


to confound in common minds the gradations of 


| Ys and incite the co an million f a reater cr. me to 
DICY ENT the derectiio n of a lets. It only murder were 


puniſhed with deat th, very feu robbers WO id Gam their 
hands in bl lood ; but when, by the > laſt act of cruelty no 

w danger 18 incurred, and greater ſecurity may be 
obtain. d, upon what pri. ciple ſhall we bid them forbear? 

It may be urged, that the {ſentence is often mitigated 
t ſunple robber y; but ſurely this to confeſs that our 
uus are unreaſonable in our Own opinion; and, indced, 
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politicians, the greater part of mankind, as they can ne- 
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it may be obſcrved, that all but murderers have, at t 
laſt hour, the common ſenſations of mankind pleading 


their 15 z vour. 2 J 


From this conviction of the inequality of the punti 
ment to tlie offence, proceeds the frequent ſolicitation 
pardoms. They who would rejoice at the correction 
a thief, are vet ſhocked at the thought of deſtroying hin 
His crime ſhrinks to nothing, compared with his miſer 
and ſeverity defeats itſelf by exciting pity. 

The gibbet, indeed, certainly ditables thoſe who 
upon it from infeſting the community; but their des 
ſcems not to contribute more to the reformation of thi 
aſſociates, than any other method of ſeparation. A th 
ſeldom paſſes much of his time in recollection or antic 
pation, but from robbery haſtens to riot, and from 
to robbery ; nor, when the grave clotes upon his com. 
panion, has any other care than to find another. 

The frequency of capital puniſhments, there fore, ra rar 
ly hinders the commiſſion of a crime, but naturally 
commonly prevents it's detection, and js, if we proce 
only upon prudential principles, chiefly for that reatn 
to be avoided. Whatever may be urecd by caſuiſts 


ver think that to pick the poeket and to pierce the he: 
is equally criminal, will ſcarcely believe that two maic- 
factors ſo different in guilt zan be juſtly doomed to the 
ſame puniſhment : nor 1s the neceflity of ſubmitting the 
conicience to human laws to plainly evinced, fo clear. 
liatcd, or fo generally allowed, but that the pious, tit 
tender, and the juſt, will always ſcruple to concur wn 
the community in an act which their private judgment 
cannot approve. 

He who knows not how often rigorous laws produce 
total impunity, and how many crimes are concealed and 
forgetten for fear of hurrying the offender to that ſtate in 
which there is no repentance, has converſed very littis 
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with mankind. And whatever epithets of reproach or 


contempt this comp: Mon may incur from thole who 


* 


confound cruelty with firnmnels, 1 know not whethet 
any 
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Id wich it lets powerful, or leſs ex- 


man would 
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rſt he 


attention which I wiſh always paid to prudence, to 


ence \ 
tice, and to mercy. 


and 1! 
35 tall; 


No. CXV. TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 1281. Ws, b 


; 1's WIK 


{ | wa 
Ind tn 
oncal 


Quxdam parva quidem, fed non tolvranda mantis, I 


Some faults, tho* ſmall, intolerable 5row, Dx v p21 


unc © 

To the Raniller. Tnded 

Sir, 101 

I SIT down, in purſuance of mv late engaccment. ad pr 
recount the remaining part of the adventures 1 = 
befel me in my leng queſt * con wgal felicity, lud e de! 

though 1 have not yet becn fo happy as to obtain it, | 1 1011S: 


have at leaſt endeavoured to deſerve bv UNWerried d. An 


gence, without IUECIINg from repeated d 1fappointimer 8 made 
any abatement of my hope, or reprefen of my activity milla, 
You muſt have fret in the world a ſpecics >< deniy 
mortals who employ themſelves in promoting matri- Wl ſanc 
mony, and without any viſible motive of intereſt or vi- Wl rence 
nity, 1 any ditcoverable impulſe of e gu or vort 
benevolence, without any reafon, but that they want 5 po WW 
objects of attenticn and top! icks of cen verfation, arc m- 4 10 
cetſantly buſy in procuring wives and huthands, 1h) 2 
fill the cars of cv ery ſingle man and woman with ſame ters 


convenient match, and when they are informed of ver mir 
age and fortune, ofter a partner of life with the fat i 20 
readincſs, and the ſame indifference, as a ſaleſman, hen an 
he has ken meaſure by his eye, tits his cuſtomer with , C2 
a COAr. . 


1 

It might be expected that they ſhould ſoon be di- —an 
couraged from this officious interpoſition by reſentn! cnt of 
or contempt; and that every man thould determine the v 
choice cn which ſo much © £& * haz ppineſs mull vol. , p 
by his own judgment and ebfſervation : yet it happen's Wc 
that as thelc pre poſa ls arc Le mne, wadc with a ſhe * | 
of kindneſs, they ſeldom provoke anger, but are at 11 


r 
** GI & * 
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eo heard with patience, and forgotten. They in- 
weak minds to approbation; for many are ſure 
altes rep rr 
erful and 


ence 
iind in a new acquaintance Whatever q 
1s taught them to expect; and in more pow 
(tive underſtandings they excite curioſity. and ſome - 
Imcs, by a lucky chance, bring perions of ſimilar tem- 

. Within the attraction of each other. 
ul vas known to poſits a fortune; and to want 3 wife; 
Iod therefore Was frequently atended by theſe hy- 
4 oncal ſolicitors, with whole 1mnporrunity | was {ome- 
unc divert. d, and ſometimes perpbe xed; for they Con- 
nded for me 25 viiltures for a carcole; each employ - 
i! his cloquences and all hi. 
ud promote his own ſcheme, from the ſucceſs of which 
Wc was to receive no other advantage than the pleaſure 


ME artmces, o CN IGree 
* by” 


k defeating others cquaily cager, and cquaily indut 
_ 

d, An invitation to ſup with one of thoſe buſy f 
ce made me by a concerted chance acquainted with Ca- 
wa milla, by whom it was expected that 1 ſhould be ſud- 
CW denly and irrehſtibly enſlaved. The lady, whom the 
il ſame kindnels had brought without her own COncur © 
wa- rence into the liſts of love, ſeemed to think me at leall 
t worthy of the honour of captivity; and exerted the 
| power, both of her eyes and wit, with fo mach art and 
m. ſpirit, that though ! had been too often deceived by ap- 


riends, 


* 
1 
4 


1c) WF pearances to devote myſclt irrevocably at the friſt in- 
me  terview, yet | could not ſupprets ſome raptures of ad- 


"Wy nication, and flutters of dcnre. | was cafily perſuaded 
ne © make nearer approaches but ſoon diſcovered, that 


| as * * . * 

nan union with Camilla was not much to be wiſhed. 
- Camilla profeſſed a boundleſs contempt for the folly, 
= Jevity, ignorance, anc impertinence of her own ſex; 


1 and very frequently expreſſed her wonder that men 
erience could ſubmit to trifle away lite 
| with beings incapable of ſolid thought. In mixed com- 

» WW panics, the always aſſociated with the men, and de- 
, clared her ſatisfaction when the ladies retired. If any 
into the country Was propoſed, ſhe com- 


of learning or EXP 


LW 

5 ſhort excurſion 

a> monly inſiſted upon the excluſion of women from the 
145 part; . 
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2 becauſe, 
Vas \ 
and 10 
mind, i. 
to boa 


where they were admitted, the tiny 
atted in froth y com pli: nents, weak indulg en 
Ccremonies To ihew the greatneſs of 
avoided all compliance with the faſhien; 
the profou mdity of her knowledge, milſtouk | 
arious textures of filk, confounded tabbics with 
maſks, and ſent for ribl mes. - She « 


, 
| wu 
180 


ands by w rong n. 


ſpitcd the commerce of ſtated viſits, a farce of emp 
form wirhe gut inſtruction; and con oratulated her; 
that ſhe never learned to write meſſa; c-cards. She 
ten app! Ya | the noble ſentiment of Plato, Wh re: 
joiced that he was born a man rather than a womar: 
prectaimed her app robation of Swift's © pmion, . 
women are only a higher 18 cs of monk ies; and co 


fefled, that when ſhe conſidered the! behaviour, or cat 
the converſation, of hel lex, The could not but to 


the Turks for luſpecting ti em to want ſouls. 


It was the Joy and pride of hay 1a to have provoked, 
by thus infclence, all the rage of hatred, and ail the 
perſecutions of calumny ; nor was {hc ever more clevs: 


with her own (cd of fe- 


luperionity, than when ſhe tall 


male anger and female cunning. Well, ſays the, þ 
nature provided that uch Virulence ſhould be dilibles 


bY folly, and ſuch cruc! ty be reſtrained by in Otence. 
Can TILE! do vob! lc! expected, that \\ lat ſhe luſt ON 
one fide, ſhe ſhow 10 gun on the other; and ima: 


that every male heart would be open * 3 lady w! 


made fuch generovs advanccs to the be rders of virilit 
But man, ungrateful man, inſtcad of {pri ging ter- 
ward to meet her, ſhr unk back at her dlie 


F 
Lat 1. kJ a iw 


appt 
Was perſecuted by the ladies as a deſerter, and at bc 


received by the men only as a fugitive. I, for my pa 
amuſed myſelf a while with her fopperies, but no\ clty 


hum gave w ay to deteſtation, for nothing cut of the 
common order of nature can * long borne. had no 


inclination to a wife who had the ruggedneſs of a man 

virhout his force, and the ignorance of a wemun with» 
out her ſoftneſs; nor could 1 think my quict and ho- 
nour to be entruſted to ſuch audacious virtue 
hourly courting danger, and ſoliciting aſſault. 
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ting My next miſtreſs was Nitella, a lady of gentle mien 

nv {oft voice, always ſpeaking to approve, and ready 
1 receive direction from thoſe with whom chance had 
vzhrt her into company. In Nitella I promiſed my- 


k 1 f an eaſy friend, with whom I might loiter away 
N e day without diſturbance or altercation. I therefore 
E « on reſolved to addreſs her, but was diſcouraged from 
TyWroſccuting my courtſhip by c blerving, that her apart- 
lt nts were ſuperſtitiouſly regular; and that, unleſs 
c G. + had notice of my vitir, ſhe was never to be ſcen. 
| Ie: Th ere is a Kind of anxious cleanlineſs winch I have 
ars noted as the characteriſtick of a flattern; it is 
tha e ſupe r fluous fc: upuloſity of guilt, dreading diſcovery, 
cond ſlunning ſuſpicion; it is the violence of an effort 
cad | ainſt habit, which being impclled by external motives, 


E:nnot ſtop at the middle point. 

Nitella was always tricked out rather with nicety 
, 4 han elegance; and ſeldom could forbear to diſcover, 
y her uncaſineſs and conſtraint, that by attention was 

urdened, and her imagination engroſſed: I therefore 

| Eoncluded, that being only occaſionally, and ambiti- 
heey dreſſed, ſhe was not! familiarized to her own orna- 
00 ents. There are fo m: my competitors for the fame 
* cleanlineſs, that it is not hard to gain information of 
that fail, from thoſe that dcfire to excel: I quick- 
„und, that Nitella paſſed her time between tinery 
nd dirt; and was always in a wrapper, nightcap, and 
„ ppers, when the was not decorated for immediate 

„ew. 

e vas then led by my evil deſtiny to Charvbdis, who 
2 Irever neglected an opportunity of {ering a new prey 
t hen it came within her reach. I thought myſelf 
quickly made happy by permiſſion to attend her to pub- 
le places; and plcaſed my own vanity with imagining 
bs envy which 1 ſhould raife in a TT hearts, 
01 by appearing 71S the ack nowledged favcu te of Cha- 
1 rrbdis. She ſoon after hinted her inten tion to take 2 
ramble for a fortnight into a part of the kindom which 
5 the _ never feen. I ſolicited the happ neſs of accom - 


4 


pany! 3 her, which, after a ſhort reluctance, was in- 


dulged 
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dulged me. She had no other curiofity in her jour 
than after all De means of expence; and was e. 
moment taking occaſion to mention ſome delicacy, whit urn 
J knew it my duty upon ſuch notices to procure. 
After our return, being now more familiar, ſhe t 
me, whenever we mct, of ſome new dive non; at ni 
ſhe had notice of a charming company that would bre 02rtt 
faſt in the gardens; wr in the morning had] been guy 


, 


formed of ſome new tong in the opera, {ome new 6 - Mm! 
at the p! v-Nhoute, or ſome DC! rformer at a concert w atLON 
ſhe longed to hear. Her irtelligence was ſuch, t 

there never was a ſhew to which the did not {ſumi 

me on the ſecond day; and as ſhe hatcd a crowd; 

could not go along, I was obliged to attend at {ume nl 
tcrmediate hour, and * iy the price of a whole compan: 
When we paſted t e*ſireets, ſhe was often char No. 
with ſome trinket in the toy-thi ps; and from modern 

deſires of ſeals and ſuuff- boxes, roſe, by degrecs, to 24 0 
and diamonds. I now began to find the ſmile of Ch. 

rybdis too coſtly for a private purſe, and added on ; 


more to fix and forty lovers, whole fortune and paticuc 

her rapacity had exhauſted. : 
Imperia then took poſſeſſion of my affections; lit 

kept thein ny for a ſhort time. She had newly in. 


herited 2 Jars e fortune. and having ſpent the carly nar W 2 
of her life in the peruſal of romances, brought dau, 
her into the gay world ail the pride of Cleopatra; © n 
-Gred nothing tefsthan vows, altars, and ſacriſic in 
and thought her charms diſhonoured, and her pov! mY 
infrin ged, by the ſofteſt oppoſition to her ſentiments g e 
or the ſmalleſt tranfgreſſion of her commands, Tineß 
might indecd cure this ſpecies of pride in a mind 80 te ti 
naturally undiſcerning, and vitiated only by falle ke. * 
preſentations; but the operations of time are ſlow; and wo 


1 therefore left her to grow wiſe at leiſure, or to con- : 
tinue in error at her own e: pence. T 
Thus I have hi eee in ſpite of myſolf, paſſed | * 
life in frozen celibacy. My friends, indeed, often tel T: 
me, that I flatter my imagination with higher I: ps is 
ee 


than human nature can gratify; that I dreſs up an 1644 
charmed 
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mer in all the radiance of perfection, and then enter 


git 
eld tO look for the fame excellence in Ccorporea 1 
U 15 ut furcly, Mr. Ram! er, it is not mand 
hve for ſome tcl rreſtrial lady unſtained ith the {pots 
, h | have 1) en deſcribt ing; AT f 40 = MT; * FO 
| | nc nl 


* « ag | A R n * x* i : 11 * i, , 

- My ſcarch, Or . Nm A Far From TY king 
A - - hs 1 

it able to U: xd th 


my rrinZ 2 x} AC [ be ic * 
. 1 R 4 1 f uy" : * Pay ! 
pineſs decreed to Our reſent Kate; And 1T Atte all 
9 0 * 7 0 11 
miſcarriages | find a woman that fiils up my ex- 
4 
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x h 3 
rat ephippia bos; piger optat arare caballus. | 
Optat ephippia bos; Piser e re caballus Hon. 


Thus the flow o W ould gaudy trap! ings claim; 
The (yrightly horſe would ploul! — FrRANC15- 


Ty te R. 1m. bll * 


in Vir, i 
W' = ISP ſecond fon of a country ontleman by the 


wit gauchter of a wealthy citizen of London. My father 
Cs win 4 by his T1: rin Le free 4 the , ay from i heavy 
ices; Fortin tes _ paid his ſiſters their portions, thought 
el diſcha ged from all oblig _ n to farther thought, 7 


: ot led to ſpend thc reſt of his life in rural plea- 
Tine res. He therefore ſpared Skies th 
| nol te to the completion ok his felicity; he pre cure the 
„ te- guns and horſes that the kingdom © uld ſopply,- 
bs N — th 
ed large ſalaries to his groom and huntſman, and be- 
Kune the envy of the country for the liſeipline of his 
Wounds. But above all his other attainmends, 
| orting-dogs, which 


115 81 


rent for a bree of * unters and 
1 1. : 

pr long and vigilant cult Lvl mM, he 
roved, that not A partride e Or heathcock coul. 


. ; * ; : 
. - ; WW: {ccurity, and game o. whatever {pecies that Sigel 
10 


had {0 much im- 
| reſt 


[mes 


it might contri- WS 
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to light upon his manor, was beaten down by his | 
or covered with his ncts. 


0 a 

My elder brother was very early initiated in the ch * ne 
and at an age when other boys are creeping like | whole 
unwilhngy to ſe hut, he could wind the horn, aa ich 1 
buthes, bound over hedges, and ſwim rivers. W ar 


the bmeſnen one day Prot e Ins leg, he ſupplied was V 
place with equal abilities, and came home with ich h 
{cut in his har, amidſt the acclamations of the wh Won dure 
village. I being either delicate or timorous, lefs MF rand 


ſirous of honour, or leſs capable of ſylvan heroiſm, * WAS 
always the favourite of my mother; becauſe I kept He- 
coat clean, and my complexion free from freckle , WW, to * 


did not come home like my brother mired and tame other 
nor carry corn in my hat to the horſe, nor bring dir unts, 
curs into the parlour. | | 

My mother had not been taught to amuſe herſelf w 
books, and being much inclined to deſpiſe the ignore 
and barbarity of the country ladies, diſdained to | 
their ſentiments or converſation, and had made no ad 
rion to the notions which ſhe had brought from the pr 
cincts of Cornhill. She was, therefore, always recour| 
ing the glories of the city; enumerating the ſuccelli 
of mayors; ——— the * of the beg f 


— — * ſined for — — none a: 
worth leſs than forty thouſand pounds. She frequent. +110 


diſplayed her father's greatneſs; told of the large dr 
which he had paid at fight; of the ſums for which brd 
word would paſs upon the Exchange; the heaps of 20) Bl of 
which he uſed on Saturday night to toſs about wit ie 
ſhovel; the extent of his warchouſe, and the ſtren7 MF tc! 
of his doors: and when ſhe relaxed her imaginatio Bl ca 
vith lower ſubjects, deſcribed the furniture of t bel 
country -houſe, or repeated the wit of the clerks a. pes 
porters. = 

By theſe narratives I was fired with the ſplendor an! = 8 
dignity of London, and of trade, I therefore devor: to 


ne all 
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ia a ſhop, and warmed my imagination from 
'0 Var with enquiries about the privileges of a free- 
cha. the power of the common council, the dignity 
* ſul olcfale dealer, and the grandeur of mayoralty 
tech my mother aſſured me that many had arriv ed 
Wen the world with leſs than myſelf. 
ed s very impatient to enter into a path, which led 
h Wc! honour and felioity; but was forced for a time 


wt; en 26698 {ome repreſſion of my e eagerneſs, for it was 
s (of orindfather's maxim, that * a young man ſeldom 


„les much money, who is out of his time before 
pt vo 0-2nd-twenty.” They thought it neceſſary, there- 
. to keep me at home till the proper age, without 


nn other employment than that of learning merchants 
dirg@unts, and the art of regulating books; but at length 
a tedious days elapſed, I was tranſplanted to town, 
|, with great ſatisfaction to myſelf, bound to a haber- 
her. 
Hy maſter, who and no conception of any virtue, me- 
r dignity, but that of being rich, had all the good 
tics which naturally ariſe from a cloſe and unwea- 
attention to the main chance; his defire ro gain 
th was ſo well tempered by the vamity of ſhewing 
lc that, without any other principle of action, he liv ed 
tl thc eſteem of the whole commercial world; and was 
ce avs treated with reſpect by the only men whole good 
M8110 he valued or folicited, thoſe who were univerſal - 
nt i owed to be richer than himſelf. 
„nis inſtructions I learned in a few weeks to handle 
ard with great dexterity, to wind tape neatly upon the 
of my tingers, and to make up parcels with exact 
1 1 BWo ality of paper and packthread ; and ſoon caught from 
BS fellow -apprentices the true grace of a counter bow, 
careleſs, air with which a ſmall pair of ſcales is to 
held between the fingers, and the vigour and ſpright- 
c, with which the box, after the ribband has been 
. is returned into it's place. Having no deſire of any 
er 1 and therefore applying all my pow- 
to thek nowledge of my trade, I was quickly maſter 
all that could be Known, become à critick in ſmall 
Vor. III. F WATES, 


— 


- 
— 


9 


Sn 


THE RAMRBLER. 


wares, contrived new variations of ſigurcs, 5 
mixtures of colours, and was ſoraetimes confulred by 
weavers when they projected faſhions for th en. 7 
ſpring. EG 
bs... When all theſe accompliſhments, in the fourth FOR: 
_ of my apprenticeihip, I paid a vitit to my friends in wy 
= country: where ] wh; cc * to be received as a = or n 
ment of the family, and confuited by the neigh boy 
gentlemen as a mat er of pecuniary knowledge, and 
the ladies as an oracle of the mode. But unhappily, 
the firſt publick table to which I was invited, a 

a ſtudent of the Temple, and an officer of the | 
who looked upon me with a ſmile of contempt, v | 
deſtroyed at once all my hopes of diſtinction, fo the . 
durſt hardly raiſe my eyes for fear of encountern g t] 
{uperiority of mcin. Nor was my courage 1 ny * 
any opportunities of diſplaying my kn GA edge; fort MS: 
templar entertained the company for part of the 
with hiſtorica] narratives and political obſervations : 5 
the colonel afterwards detailed the adventures of a b . e. 
night, told the claims and expectations of the cout wal 
and gave an account of aſſemblies, gardens, and 7 
ſions. I, indeed, eſſayed to fill up a pauſe in a pa! 
mentary debate with a faint mention of trade, and g 
mards; and once attempted, with, ſome warnith, 

orrect a groſe miſtake about a filver breaſt-knot ; | 
neither of my antagoniſts ſeemed to think a reply nec I 
ſary; they reſumed their diſcourſe without emotion | 
again engroſſed the attention of the company; noi DS 
one of the ladies appear deſirous to know my opinie | 
her dreſs, or to hear how long the carnation thot v 
white, that was then new amongſt them, had been oy 
"+l tiquated in rown, $ 
3 As I knew that neither of theſe gentlemen had mas 
8 money than myſelf, 1 could not diſcover what ha 
* prefied me in their preſence; nor why they were c 
= ſidered by others as more worthy of attention and | 
= ſpect; and theretore reſolved, when we met again, ! N. 
2 rouſe my ſpirit, and force myſelf into notice. I eig. 


very carly to the next weekly meeting, and was ent 
aL 
3 ; 


1 
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ea {mall circle very ſucce' with a minute re— 
HON of my 1 rd-ma": Yor n ww when the colonel 


, as Ji 1 | . a 
Jus * 1\ it 1 and e LEE ur ap} : 7 unt : 4 
5 8 0 5 8 1 8 , 
arorruption, drew my audience awa be other 
o - 


— . 1 * hn 2 n 21 * , 3 a 
of the room, to which 1 bad not the courage - 
them. 80 on after came the | a\ yer; Dot ip cd 
ame attraction of mien, but with greater pow- 


He i 4 ALE L $ 
! 1 1 11 4 | * * . % | i * | ” . . „ * * . * 
unguage; and by one or other the company was 
9 | 211 120 th * 1 SET * n irh. 5 59 ' 10 * » | 
a 4 YEIL® 1. Hat , Ne k k% L Li Cc k 11 » ly, 
» 1 * * * * * 
Je to FIVE an“ ot! r DYQOT CT INY exiſtence man 
” * . * is * * 
put round tue Zialdy and was in my turn eim tied | 


wy toaſt. 


Ty * FR * + 1 " — — ! * 1 AA 4 +. - " » - % © © 
M mother, muacco, endeavour to co mf rt me in m 
N 1 11 S 1 „ 5 
(tion, UI) CELLIING nie, that pe erh i} theſe INOWY EMRCTS 
"Tu * . , . 4 1 * 
hardly able to If ever one his oon; mat he \\ ho | 


money in lis pocket needs not care what any man f 


's of him; that, if 1 minded my trade, the time will | 


| r 2 
ne when Jawvers and ſoldiers would be glad to borrov. 4 


> | 7 mv purſe and that ir 15 ane, Wen $1 ma / ” Can {ot 


TIL L633 ” 
| 1 * * 
hands to h 3 NUCS, and ſay ne 15 worth forty out: md 1 
- 1 4 \ 
nds every day of the year. Theſe and many more | 
* 


h conſolations and encouragements 1 received from 


1 ? _— L | * 114008 * 5 111 I1 TE 
6000 mor ; Ciy VINICND 10K CYCI did f much ien my 
- 


neſs: for having by ſome accident heard, that the 
ntry ladies deſpiſed her as a cit, I had therefore no 
er much reverence for her opinions, but conſidered 


one whoſe ignorance and prejudice had hvurricd 
„though velthout inn intentions, into a ſtate of mcan- 
nd ignon niny, from wich ! could not ſind any poſ- 
ty of riſing to the rank which my anceſtors had al- 
| returned, however, to my m Fer, and buſied myſelf 
thread, and fiiks, and [ace:, but without my form- 
erfulneſs and alacrity. I had now no longer any 
city in con templa ting the exact diſpoſition of my pow- 
d curls, the qu: 1 a its of my rutite: , Of the olofly 
nets of ny {10Cs ; r h 1 rd * it! 1 my former CICVas 
thole com plime nts "which ladies ſometimes conde— 
ned to pay me upon my readineſs in twiſting a paper, 
F 2 OT 


. 
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3 * 
r p IV { 


or counting out the change. The term of Youn: 
with which I was ſometimes honoured, as 1 cart 
parcel to the door of a coach, tortured my ima; zine F 
I grew negligent of my perſon, and fullen in my 

per, often miſtook the demands of the cuſtomers, tr: A * 
their caprices and a9 with contempt, andre 
and diſmiſſed them with ſurly ſilence. 

My maſter was afraid leſt the thop ſhould ſur WF * 
this change of my behaviour; and, therefore, atici | 
expoſtulations, poſted me in the warchoule, 5/6 pre 

«cd me from the danger and reproach of deſorti 
which my diſcontent would certainly have urved mc, 
continued any longer behind the counter. 

In the faxth year of my ſervitude my brother dic 
drunken JOY» for having run down a fox that had by 
all the packs in the province. I was now heir, and \ | 
the hearty conſent of my maſter commenced gentlen !. 
The adventures in which my new character engaged 
thall be communicated in another lettcr, by, Sir, 

Yours, &c. we 
MisoOCAPEL 
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Ogo im OS umw wiuaouy Stun airac im OS T 
[172.40 gvoorpuoy, tw ware _ xT0; thts | 
| 
The Gods they challen: Ze, and affe Fi e {kics 2 le 
* Heav'd on Olympus tott'ring Off. as er 
. On Offa, Pelion nods with all his wood. Pr: ( 
* | To the Ra 
_ Sir, 
= . OTHING has more retarae« the ad v ancemen' h 
9 learning than the diſpotttion of wulgar minds tn 11 
a cule and vilify what they cannot comprehend, Al 6 
* duſtry muſt be excited by hope; and as the ſtudent of cat 


* propoſes no other reward to himmel than praite, | 
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my diſcouraged by contempt and inſult. He wao 
M ich him into a clam 9 multitude the timidity 


al! N 
inen -ecluſe ſpeculation, and has never hardened his front 
mos _— > life, or accultome h his paſſions to thi vicih- 
— s and accu n. the tri = phs my on iTS ofen mix d 
rect nue rſation, will bluſh A the ſtare > nent ncredu 
and ſuffer himſelf to be driven by a 1 ur of laugh- 
Ih? rom the fortreſſes of de monſtration. The mechaniſt 
8 eraid to aſſert before hardy C ntradiction, che 
8 ; of tearing down bulwarks with a filk-worm s 
F and the aſtronomer of rel. ting the r. lity on 
mc; h ht, the diſtance of the fixed ſtars, and the eie at of | 
lunar mountains. | 


— 


die if could by any efforts have ſuaken off this coward- 
bie bad not ſheltered myſelf under a borr: wed name, 
ad applied to you for the mcans of communicating to 
tlen ep: blick the theory of a garret; a ſubiect which, (x- 
1 ſome ſlight and tr anſient [tr 'Erarcs, has been hither - 
ne Ercad by tin le W ho were be { qualified tO adorn it, 
l es for want of leiſure to proſecute the various re— 1 
PEL ches in which a nice diſcuſſion muſt = nne them, or | 
le it re quire ; fuch dive rhity of knowledge, and ſuch 14 
at of curioſity, as is ſcarcely to be cant m any ſingle i 
Jnellcct: or Pt chaps others forcfaw the tumu! Its Which | 


14 be raiſcd againſt them, and confined their Know- 
to their own breaſts, and abandoncd prejudice and 
to the direction of chance. 


Jes! 4 ay ] . [ N F Li 1 
hat the profeflors of IITCT: ture gene rally rellide in the 
mheſt Rories, has been immemoriallv obſerved. The 

ao | COTM of the ancients was W el} acqu unted with the un- 


tual adv antages of an elevated ſituation: why (te 


ere tl he Muſe s ſtationed on Olympus or Parnallus by 


ſe who co ald with equal right have raiſcd them 
wers in the vale of Tempe, or crefted their altars | 
dong the flexures of Meander * Why was Jove To | 


nurſed upon 2 mountain? or why lid the Us 1defſes, 


| ; the prize of beauty was conteſte try th e cauſe up- 
a 1 the top of Ida? Such were the fictions by which the 
dat maſters of the earlier ages endcave an » jncul- 


cate to poſterity the unportance of à garret, witicily 


| \ Va 
. o = 1 | 9 F 
* Int boo - 
1 3 TLLOUL L : 8 
e : 
. x 
4 


INI bd . NP | 
+. 17 = TS os © n IT Fo SY 1 
1 r 


6. \ oo 0 
om” 


TY > — _o«. << -" 
l 3 * 1 . 
P wt . 


<< 
2 
_ 
6 
f 
4 


58 THE RAMBLER. 


though they had been long obſcured by the ners (ut) 
i] _ 


and ignorance of ſucceeding times, were weil en The 
wy th celebrated ſymbe 01 of Pythas oras— £21140) TEL 


© T1 nw Toke ο hen the wind blows, worſhy C se 

1 echo. This could not but be underſtocd by his « le ha 
= ples as an inviolable injunction to live in a garret, w. n to c 
= I have found frequently viſited by the echo and the rr 
. Nor was the tradition wholly ol eee 4 in the: Iuted; 
Auguſtus, for Tibullus evi atly congraru] tes hin de, ! 

upon his garret, not without ſome alluſion to the Pg ret 

| gorean precept— | 3 

W} 

Quam Juv, it immites wentes audire Cuban! ono— muy 

Aut, x elidas hybe nus aquas : 2 fude! Ty auſler, ads 

Secur un 1 mnos, imbre juwante, ſegui n, V 

How ſweet in ſleep to paſs the carcleſs h urs, ot ; 

Lull'd by the beating winds and daſhing thow'rs ? N | 


And it is impoſſible not to die wer the fondnefs of ] 
cretius, an earlier writer, for a garret, in n 
of the lofty towers of ſerene learning; and © 
ſure with which a wiſe man. looks down upon t 
fuſcd and erratick ſtate of the worid moving below 


Sed nil dulcius eſt, bene quam munita tenere 
Fail deFrina | ! icntun C's 171 fla 4 . Ycra 3 
D. ſpicere unde queas ali 58, Pa 7 ſim 2 Videre 


Errare, al que vam palanteis quarcre vI.@. 


m— Tis ſweet thy lab'ring ſteps to guide ) 
To virtue's heights, w ith wiſdom well [i Uppiy'Q, 

And all the magazines of learning fortity'd: * 
From thence to look below on hun: an kind, 

Bewilder'd in the maze of life, and blind. 


Dr vors 


The inſtitution has, indeed, continued to our own time: | 
the garret is ſtil the uſual receptacle of the philoſ phet SM 
and poet; but this, like many ancient cuſtoms, is perpe* es 
tuated only by an accidental imitation, without know leg. rate 
of the original reaſon for which it was eſtabliſhed. _ of 
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igen Caſa latet; res eft notifſima. 
The cauſe is ſecret, but tht efleꝙ is known — ADDISON. 
| Conictures have, indeed, been advanced concerning 


(> habitations of literature, but without much ſatisfac- 

110 the judicious enquirer. Come have imagined, that 

i. We garret is generally cholen by the wits, as moſt caſily 
nted - and concludcd that no man rejoices in his acrial 

de, but on the davs of 1 Others ſuſpect, that 

rret is chiefly convenient, as it is remoter he any 

cr part of the houle from the ourcr-000r 5 M hich 18 

en obſcrved to | be inf. Sd 15 vifitants. who talk incct- 

ly of e or linen, or a coat, and repeat ti he fame 

ads every morning, and ſometimeés agg in in the after- 

n, without any vari: tion, except that they grow daily 

e importunate an- | clamorous, and raiſe their voices in 

from mournful murmurs to raving eee 

nis eternal monotony is always 2 to 4 man 

Tn Yor chief pleaſure is a enlarge his knowledge, and 
-v his ideas. Others talk of frecdom from note, and 


frattion from common walled Or amulcments ; and 
: me yet more vifionary. tell us that the faculties are en- 
| reed by open proſpects, and that the fancy 1s more at 

erty v hen the eye ranges w _— confinement. 
* conveniences may Pe 1aps all be found in a 
hoſen garret; but fu a cannot be ſuppofed 
eiently y nt to h. eee un variably upon 
rent climates N iſtant Ag Cs; an {ep rade nat! NS. OF 
'verſal practice, there muſt ſtill be preſumed an uni- 
g A which, however, recondite and abtir iſe, may 
perhaps reſerved to make me illuſtrious by its diſco- 

| rv, and you by its promulg ation. 

It is univerſally known that the faculties of the mind 
DE? e iuvigorated or weakened by the ſtate of the body, and 
t the body is in a great meaſure regulated by the va- 
me: Hus as compreſſions of the ambient element. The effects 
Net the air in the production or cure of corporez! mala- 
rpe- es have been acknowledged from the time of Hippo- 
CCL! rates; but no man has yet ſufficiently conſidered Kadir 
lu 1 may influence the Operations of the genius, though 


every 
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eVcery 


diſtance from 


to expand themiclve 


phere. 


receiver partly hanficd 


ſtiffneſs and cxtention. 
For this rea 
deciſiv ely of any 
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day affords inſtances of local underſtanding, 


and reaſoners, whoſe fa culdes are np d to loc kn 
ſpot, and who, when they are removed to any other; |: 
fink at once into ſilence and ſtupidity. I h. we diſcove net 
by a long ſeries of obſervations, that invention and n t 
tion ſuffer great impedim jents from de ute IT pu th 
pours, and that the tenuity of a defecated air at a in 
the ſurface of the — accelcrit ac 

fancy, and ſets at liberty thoſe intellectual powers tak 
were before thack lcd | y tco ſtrong attractit n, and if \ 
s undker the preſſu re Or a Tr . ch 

ave found duinels t to 2 into fe n 1 

in a thin ether, as water, though not very hot, b WI 
and heads, bs ap] en 

empty, [1 IVE TEEM ed vit h notions upon v1 8 ground, Or. 
the flaccid ſides of a football would have rolled k cre 
14 

fon I never think mvſclf qualificd t e 

man's facultics, whom I have n 

known in one degrec of elevation; but take ſome © n 
tunity of attending him from the cellar to the gart ne 
try upon him all the various degrees of rarcfact! pr 
condenſation, tenſion and laxity. If he is nut ha 
cious aloft, nor ſerious. below, I then conſider | 7 
hopeleſs ; but as it feidom appel is, that I do not! th 
temper to which the texture of his brain is fitted), | 14 
ite him in time with a tube of mercury, | © C 
marking the point moſt favourable to his intellee It 
cording to rules which I have lon:  frudicd, and w. tl 
may, perhaps , revcal to mankind in a complete trea!: 
Another cauſe of the gaicty and ſpriz rhtlin of] chic. 
dwellers in garrets is p robal iy the inercaſe of 1 
tiginous motion, with hi ch we are carried r: th 
the diurnal revolution of the carth. The power « if ins 
tation upon the ſpirits is well known; every man ben 
htencd in a rapid vehicle, or on a! u 


felt his heart lig 
and nothing is plainer, than that h. 
tth ſtory is whirled through mor: 
by every circumrotation, than another that grovels 


loping horſe; 
towers to the f 
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inventive, and fan- 
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nou n to be fiery, incoi {tant , 

becauſe, living at the utmoſt length of the carth $ 
carric. w bo it unh more twiftneſs 
has placed nearer to the poles; 
n to ſtruggle with 


meter, they arc 
thoſe whom nature 
it becomes a wife ma! 


mn 
| therefore, a 
1 inconveniencics 01 his C untry, Khencver celerity 
gcuten {s arc requitite, We muſt actuate our Lang 
e 2 tow turns re und the center in a Carrert. 


ke Sr an” ue i A £1 
t | 41CTI1DC Fr 211 499 19 $4 61 nn CCL S 


t vou un: dy inc tha 
hcv cannot proc uce. 1 dere 


un memory, and conſider Whether you have neve 


„n a man acquire reputation in his garret, which, 

nen fortune Or a patron had placed Lim upon ! he firſt 

ind, or, he was unable to maintain; and who never re- 

Out vered his former » igour of underſtanding till he was 

rcd to his original ſituation. That a garret will 

to ke every man a wit, I am very far from (nppoſing; 

V now there are ſome who would continue blockheuds 
2 Jin on the ſummit of the Andes, or on the peak 0 

Tot, eneriffe. But let not any man he conſidered as un- 

his PU tend remedy has been tried; for 

formed to be grcat only in a w garxot, 45 

mal in no other place but 


' . a. | * 
vou 0 0 niult Y \- 0 


; * 
1 ch * 


1:01 0 pr. veable till t 
$crhaps he was 

| bc joiner of Arctæus was! ati 
b t his Own ſhop. 
„ | Fl | think a frequert remov il to v. rious diſtances from 
Yi! 1 center, {0 necellary do a juſt eſtimate of intelicetu | 
C lities, Al id con ICQU ently 01 o! bows uſe in educ ation, 


” * 7 
* . it 11 [ hopcd tin: {! the gre * ul 4 be perſua⸗ ded 10 '0 


Cale venſive an Cxpel riment, 1 wou * 
d be a cavern dug, and a tower erected, like thole 


of nich Bacon deſcribes in Solomon 5 houſc, for the ex- 


ee and concentration uf underſtanding, according 


1d propoſe, that there 


C5 *. 1 3 _ 4 To . vy |} 0 _— o « * + © 
—_ | ie EXIUCNCE OF UInAcrenm CN PLOy Me ts, Or CON: 2 
N 1 1 3 A , 8 1 ” = * * . 1 
1 | Crnaps> lone that fulrnc away in mea! tens 
an : Den imc and 1 © in tie to ow ''! if C( mp e tables 
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the heicht of half a mile, ferment into merrimem, 
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Þ eo 94 Aan ) , N 
Addiſon obſerves, that we may find the heat of 
is erstes 1. ſe 1145 6 Ki e r a - i a. 

21 5 Climate In GINC 11 SL 01 1115 1007 'C . 10) \ 
read a compoſition, I immediately determine the 
of the author's habitation. As an elaborate perfcr 
1s Com: only ſaid t mel! of the lamp, ny con 
tion of a noble thought, a ſprightly allt, Or 
ſigt We, 15 to pronounce it freſh from the garret : 


preſſion which would break from me 4 the pe. 


II olt of 501 Ir Pape 18, did ! nor be! lieve th IT VOU 0 1! 


quit the garret, and aſcend into the cock- loft. 


* ——_— 


HYPERTAT 


No. CXVIII. SAIURDAY, MAY 45 1781 
——Omnes illacrymahiles 
Urgentur, ignotique longa 


Nocte. Hor, 


In endleſs night they fleep, unwept, unknowns 
FuANcCi: 


CONS RO has, with his uſual elegance and mar 


cence of language, attempted, in his relation of 


dream of Scipio, to depreciate thoſe honours for wi 
he himſelf appears to have panted with reſtleſs ſolicit 
by ſhewing within what narrow limits all that famc 


celebrity which man can hope from men is chen 


ſcribed, 


« You ſee,” ſays Africanus, pointing at the earth t: 


the celeſtial regions, © that the globe aſſigned tot The C 
£ ſ1dence and e of human beings is of ſm 
menſions: how then can you obtain from the pr 

© men any glory worthy of a wiſh > Of this R v 
© the inhabited parts are neither numerous nor 
© even the ſpots where men arc to be found are br 
6 > OY intervening deſarts; and the nations are ſo ſepa 


© as that nothing can be tranſmitted from one to anothe 
+ With the people of the ſouth, by whom the oppoſite par 
[ 


„ 
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he earth 1s poſſeſſed, you have no intercourſe ; and by 
ſmall a tract do von communicate with the coun= 
PS of the north. | "i 110 territol wh! ich vou inh b r 
10 more than a ſcanty iſland incloſed by a ſmall body 
water, tO which you give the name of the Great 
and the Atlantic Ocean. And even in this known 
nd frequented continent, what hope can you entertain, 
at your renown will paſs the ſtream of Ganges, or 
e cliffs of Caucaſus ? Or by whom will your name 
> uttered in the extremitics of the north or ſouth, to- 
s ards the riſing or the ſetting fun ? 8o narrow is the 
Pace to which your fame cau be propagated z and even 
There, how long will it remain ?” 
8 He then proceeds to aſſian natural cauſes why fame 18 
* only narrow in its extent, but ſhort in its duration: 
Eves the difference between the computation of 
Te in earth and heaven, and declares, that according to 
LK. celeftial chronology, no human honours can laſt & 
le VEAT, 
Such are the objections by which Tully has made Aa 
ew of diſcouraging the purſuit of fame; objections 
hich ſufficiently diſcover his tenderneſs and regard for 
| darling phantom. Homer, when the plan of 1113 
m made the death of Patroclus neceſſary, reſolved, at 
8 bt, that he ſhould die with honour ; and therefore 
on. ght down againſt him the patron god of Troy, and 
12 to Hector only the mean taſk of giving the laſt blow 
” an enemy whom a divine h nd had diſabled from re- 
ne 1 ance, Thus Tully ennobles fame, which he pro- 
[C11 Wſes to degrade, by oppoting it to celeſtial happineſs 3 
1 contines not its extent but by the boundaries of naturcs 
or contracts its duration but by repreſenting it (mall in 
= Fc climation of ſuperior beings. He ſtill admits it the 
| het and nobleſt of terreſt. tal objects, and alleges little 
20 e againſt it than that it is ncitherzwitliout end, nor 
$ \thout limits. 
wi hat might be the effect of theſe obſervations con- 
n ned in Ciceronian eloquence to Roman underftandingss 
a not be determined ; but few of thoſe who ſhall in the 
clent age read my Lumple yerhen u ill önd themſclves 
much 


Other 


THE R AM BLER. 


much depreſſed in their hopes, or retarded in their ole 
ſigns; for I am not inclined to believe that they who; ant t 
us pa! ſs their lives in the cultivation of knowl: ry, < 
acq! Uiſition of power, th: ive verv anxioully Ee nquired 0 v he 
opinions prevail on the further banks of the Gange Ws by 


invigorated any effort by the deſire of ſpreading thei Je 


NOWN among the clans of Caucaſus. The hopes ſabl 
fears of modern minds are content to range in a narr c Or 
compaſs; a ſingle nation and a few years have g gie 
rally lufficient amplitude to fill our imaginations, "I 
A little conſideration will indeed teach us, that {face « 
has other limits than mountains and oceans; and that able 
who places happineſs in the frequent repetition of hon 
name, may ſpend his life in propagating it, without ey 
danger of w eeping for new worlds, or neceſſity of paste 
the Atlantic lea. {lain 
The numbers to whom anv real and perceptible g rim 
or evil can be derived by the grcateſt power, or n ſp 
active diligence, are inconſiderable; and where net an 


11 


mud 


bencht nor miſchief operate, the only motive to the 1 


tion or remembrance of others is curioſity; a paß, c ob 
which, though in ſome degree univerſally aſſociated e a 
reaſon, is eaſily confmed, overborne, or diverted fi. rbar 
any particular object. Bul 

\mong the lower claſſes of mankind there will eL 
found very little deſire of any other knowledge t| wel 
what may contribute immediately to the relief of {4 y | 
preſſing uncaſineſs, or the attainment of ſome nea 2 
vantage. The Turks are ſaid to hear with wonde ne 
propol: al to walk out, onlv that they may walk back; ed 
enquire why any man thould labour for nothing - | 
thoſe whole condition has alu avs reſtrained them to ne 
contemplation of their own necetiities, and who ha z9 
been accuſtomed to look forward only ro a fmall ditt er 
wilt ſcarcely underſtand wh; y nights and days ould 1 
bent in ſtudies, which end in be Gudics, and which, $7 


cording to Malherhe's obſervation, do not tend to leſſen 
PTiC2 oO! bread 5 NOT will rhe trader 601 manufacturer f 
be perſuaded that inuch pleature can arite from the mi 
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their WSwledge of actions, formed in remote regions, or in | 
0 an ant tines or that any thing can deſerve their en- 
led: ry, of wh: g be KG rev, 295 Th ide, WE can 
ed y hear the report, but which cannot influence our 3 
nge (by any conſequences. | +8 
their WT he truth is, that very few have leiſure, from indiſ- ; 
pes ſable butinels, to employ their th. ghts upon narras { 
arr e or characters; and among thoſe to whom fortune | 
e vob given the liberty of living more by their own choice, | 
Wy crcate to themſelves engagements, by the indul- | 
at ſ1{Wnce of ſome petty ambition, the admitlion of ſome in- 
that able deſire, or the toleration of ſome predominant | 
| of ſion. The man whole whole wiſh is to accumulate | 
out ey, has no other care than to collect intereſt, to eſti- | 
paliMWate ſecurities, and to engage for mortgages : the lover 
dains to turn his ear to any other name than that of 


e rinna; and the courtier thinks the hour loſt which is 
it ſpent in promoting his intereſt, and facilitating his 
nc) WW vancement, The adventures of valous and the deo 


eo es of ſcience will find a cold reception, when they 
pa, e obtruded upon an attention thus buſy with its favou- 4 
en Fic amuſement, and impatient of interruption or dif- 4 
1 f;,rcbance. = 
1 But not only ſuch employments as ſeduce attention by l 
[| FF pcarances of dignity, or promiſes of happineſs, may = 
e tha train the mind from excurſion and enquiry; curioſity | | 
* (on 1 y be cqually deſtroyed by lets formidable enemies; it 
ar de diſſipated in trifles, or congealed by indolence. 
der Nic ſportſman and the man of dreſs have their heads | 
led with a fox or a horſe- race, a feather or a ball; and 
£ e in ignorance of every thing beſide with as much 
„ment as he that Ar: up g gold, or ſolicits preferment, 
Uu es the field, or beats the anvil; and ſome yet lower in | 
8c ranks of intellect, dream out their days without Pleas 
14 Nee or buſineſs, without joy or ſorrow ; nor ever 
„ auuſe from their lethargy to hear or think. 
: E. en of thoſe who have dedicated themſelves to know-" 
| ze, the far greater part have confined their curjoſity to 
nes objects, and have very little inclination to promote 
my 8 but that which their own ſtudies entitle them 
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aſtronomer as a being e! 
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ame of a Pin 


mpt; and he tiat is growing great 


\\ onders low the 


VWITLIOUEF COLL 


'Y | ++ | 
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han V WY CIC ing cl 9 10 
8 


can be engaged tn trifling prattle about war or peas 
it, there! tore, he at imagines the world + kx 8 
his actions and praiſes, thall ſuoduct from the numb © 
his encomi. rs all ofe who are placed below the he 
of fa unc, and ht hear in the vallies of life no vo 50 
that of neceiſity; all thule who imagine themſel ves E f. 
importam lO IC: ard hun and conhder the mention: | x 
namc as an uſurpation of their time; all who ar #4 
much or t00 little pleaſed with themſelves, to attend _ 
N 


any thing external; all who are attracted by pleatur 
ch. med dow I! by pain, tO una icd 
withheld from attending his triumph by different 
ſuits; and ail who Num) er in univerſal negli 


will find his renown ftraitencd by ncarcr bounds th 


ideas; all who 


Femme; 


the rocks of Caucalus, and perceive that no man « * 
vencrable or formidable but to a ſinall part of his tcil My 
creatures. 1 

That we may not languiſh in our endeavours | 
excellence, it is neceflary that, as Africanus coun{c! = 
detcendant, * we raiſe our eyes to higher proſpects, $4 
6 contemplate our future and eternal ſtate, without T 
ing up our hearts to the praiſe of crowds, or {i\ J 
© our hopes on tuch rewards as human power Can _ 
6 ſtow,”? on 
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7 47 notwithſtanding all that w. it, or mali 


Tor prudence, will be able to reſt, 
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Hon. 


ELPHINS TOR. 


ice, or pride, 


men 


[ have nev« 


and 


. 


[SIT 


AN 
CET 


"0 : »rctorc tho ht tha 1 WTritc $ fi ds to hun 1 ha ppl 
1 [s who ende: wol ir to CXC ite 1 eit! 2 ſex i CCNCT AI ee 
ho” 0 m pt 01 ſuſpicion of the other. LON perſusde them who 
C110 ; pO tle 
| entering the world, and looking abroad Tor a {uitable 
* ciatc, th it all are equally vicious or qu le 14.4 culous 3 
oy: Wt they whotruſt are certainly betraves, | 10 
: bu tem are always dilapp* inted, is not to 0 
1 q ent, but to inflame te! neritv. Without hope tnere « 2 
: 5 7 caution. Thoſe who are convince t NO re 
| ference can be found, Will never | {, their tho! 15 
GI. , l 
th doubt and deliberation ; they WH TCR ſince they 
goomed to miſery, that no nc ty ſhall - 
; ub their quiet; they will plunge into the 
; ond, and ſuatch the firſt hand that mall 90 held toward 
1 | 
That the world is overrun V ith vice, can — 
- Pied; but vice however predominant, | b 
gd an unlimited dominion. Sim] le and unming tc 
not in our power, but we may gener: ly eco a 
4 LCC] evil by ſuffering a lets; and th ereforc thoſe who 
* ſertake to initiate the young and ienorant in the 
rowledge of lite, mould be careful to inculcate the 
Wpolibility of virtue and happineis, and to encourage en- 
dcavours by P! oſpects of fucceis. 
| You, perhaps, do not ſuſpe + that theſe are the ſenti- 
RE of one who has been ſubject for many Years to all 
+4 j e of antiquate« ; vir Wini „; has been long ace 
cuſtomed to the coldneſs neglect a the petulance 0 F 
G 2 in{uit ; 
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inſult; has been mortified in full zNemblies by enqu; a of : 
after forgotten faſhions, games long diſuſcd, and 1 tot 
and beautics of ancient renown ; has been invited, v WW: 
malicious importunity, to the. ſecond wedding of 
acquaintances z has been ridiculed by two generat ion e 


coquets in whiſpers intended to be heard; and bcen | 
conſidered by the airy and gay as too venerable for {hu iu 


miliarity, and too wiſe for pleaſure. It is indeed nar Won: 3 
for injury to provoke anger, and by continual repetit WW: 5 
to produce an habitual aſperity; yet I have hithog]\'< » 
ſtruggled with ſo much vigilance againſt my pride: d ic 
my reſentment, that I have preſerved my temper uncoo hich 
rupted. I have not yet made it any part of my employ» 


gu pF 
= 


ment to collect ſentences againſt marriage; nor am | 
clined to leſſen the number of the few friends who pr 
time has left me, by obſtructing that happineſs which 
cannot partake, and venting my vexation in cen{ures or 
the forwardneſs and indiſcretion of girls, or the inc; 
ſtancy, taſteleſſneſs, and perfidy of men. 
It is, indeed, not very difficult to bear that conditi . 
to which we are not condemned by neceſſity, but induc | 
by obſervation and choice; and therefore I, perhaps 110 
have never yet felt all the malignity with which a 1: 011 
proach, edged with the appellation of old maid, ſuc © | 
ſome of thoſe hearts in which it is infixed, I was nM <0! 


” 9 
— 
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condemned in my youth to ſolitude, either by indigene 
or deformity, nor paſſed the earlier part of life without 
the flattery of courtſhip and the joys of triumph, I hae! 
danced the round of gatety amidſt the murmurs of env WM bt 
and gratulations of applauſe ; been attended from pleafure face 
to plcaſure by the great, the ſprightly, and the vain; : inc ONC 
ſeen my regard ſolicited by the obſequiouſneſs of g., 
lantry, the gaiety of wit, and the timidity of love. "| his 
therefore, I am yet a ſtranger to nuptial happiacls, | to 
ſuffer only the conſequences of my own reſolves, and ca del 


look back upon the ſucceſſion of lovers, whoſe addrelle 
J have rejected, without grief and without malice. 
When my name firſt began to be inſcribed upon 
glaſſes, I was honoured with the amorous profeſſions at 
the gay Venuſtulus, a gentleman who, being the only 
fog 
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whoſe viſits my friends, by the importunity of perſuaſ, 
prevailed upon me to allow. Fungoſa was no very f. 
able companion; for having been bred in a countiny 
houfe, he ſpoke a language unintelligible in any or, 
place. He had no deſire of any reputation but that 
an acute prognoſticator of the changes in the funds; vi; -cct; 
had any means of raiſing merriment, but by telling eee 
ſomebody was overreached in a bargain by his ta Wi MV 
He was, however, a youth of great ſobriety and vu (Oy 
dence, and frequently informed us how carefully) Rien 
would improve my fortune. I was not in haſte to cog... 
clude the match, but was ſo much awed by my paren: TA 


uring 
ls o 
aught 
uch 1 
ny of 


that I durſt not diſmiſs him, and might perhaps hz jo role 
been doomed for ever to the groſſneſs of pedlary andes 
jargon of uſury, had not a fraud been diſcovered in v =. 
ſettlement, which ſet me free from the perſecution obſce 
grovelling pride and pecuniary impudence. me! 

J was afterwards fix months without any particubs esu 
notice, but at laſt became the idol of the glittering FH a 
culus, who preſcribed the mode of embroidery to all then 
fops of his time, and varied at pleaſure the cock of ever: WMc,nc 


hat and the ſleeve of every coat that appeared in faſhion- WF accr. 
able aſſemblies. Floſculus made ſome impreſſion upon : [ 

my heart by a compliment which few ladies can hear WF 5c 
without emotion; he commended my {kill in drels, care 
judgment in ſuiting colours, and my art in difpotling or- here 
naments. But Floſculus was too much engaged by hi; 

own clcgance, to be ſuſhciently attentive to the duties of 

a lover, or to pleaſe with varied praiſe an ear made de- 

licate by riot of adulation, He expected to be repaid 

part of his tribute, and ſtaid away three days becauſc | 
neglected to take notice of a new coat. I quickly found, 
that Floſculus was rather a rival than an admirer z a 0 
that we ſhould probably live in a perpetual ſtrugyle 0! 

emulous finery, and ſpend our lives in ſtratagems to be 
firſt in the faſhion. 

I hai toon after the honour at a feaſt of attracting tlie 
eyes of Dentatus, one of thoſe human beings whole only 
happineſs is to dine, Dentatus regaled me with foreign 
varictics, told me of mcalures that he had laid for pro- 
curiag 
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uriag the beſt cook in France, and entertained me with 
ls of fare, preſcribed the arrangement of diſhes, and 
aught me two ſauces invented by himſelf. At length, 
ich is the uncertainty of human nhappinets, [| declared 
ny opinion too haſtily upon a pie made under his own 
ioftion; after which he grew ſo cold and negligent, that 
de was caſily diſmiſſed. 
| Many other lovers, or pretended lovers, I have had 
Is he honour to lead a while in triumph. But two of 
eie I drove from me, by diſcovering that they had no 


} Þ a . — 1 1 —_ . 
ce or knowledge in muſic; three diſmiſſed, becauie 
rent | b 
5 bey were drunkards; two. becauſe they paid then ad- 
_— 0 — 0 | - — * 
e drcfſes at the ſame time to other ladies; and ſix. becaule 


nt * , R Hoi 
n co mad. Two more 1 diſcarded at the ſecond vility Tor 
on 0:8. 1. c. * 6 OO e e 3 
obicenc alluſtons ; and five for drollery on religion. tn 
= Iihe latter part of my reign I ſentenced two to perpetual 
CUI * . . ; * : — 
8exiſe, for oficring me ſettle ments, by which the children 
+ © Who! former marriage would have been injured; four, for 
| the Ares ing falfcly the val of tl 3 urce f 
Irepreſenting fallcly the value ot then eſtates; three kor 
erer. * ; | * - 
"or WW concealing their debts ; and one for raiſing the rent of Aa 
TION a ; 


W they attempted to influence ms choice, by bribing my 


l CE decrepit tenaut. 
ul | 6 [ have now ſent you a narrative, which the ladies may 
14 g f 7 
Joppoſe to the tale of IIymenwus. mean not to depre- 
, MY a te tl ſex hi | * 4 eq ts and MilACmhoers 
EC ALT ' IC CY * IC 1 has Pi « * LICTL DOCS anc PINLOIOPHETDSS 
heroes and martyrs ; but will not fuller the riſing gene- 


- 

, = L ration of beautics to be dejected by partial ſatire; or to 

* | imagine, that thoſe who cenfured them have not likewiſe 

„mein f, lies and their vices. 1 do not yet believe happi- 

© 1 4 els unartainabic in Marriage, though J have never yet 
bern able to find a man with whom I could prudently 

T4 venture an inſeparable union. It is neceſſary to expolc 

TY faults, that their deformity may be ſcen; but the re- 

G I pri ach ought not to be e «tended beyond the crime, nor 

12 either ſex to be condemned, becauſe ſome women, or 

ea, ar. indelicate or diſhoncſt. 

5 J am, &c. 
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Nediirum Cyri ſolio Fhraaten 
Ditudet Ns 4! ebi, numero beatorom 
Limit virtus, populumque fails 
Di ut 
Vecihus. Hor, 


True virtue can the crowd unteach 
Their falſe miſtaken forms of tpeech ; 
Virtue to crowds a foe profeſl, 
Diſdains to numbe r with the bleſt 

, Thraates, by his ſlaves ador'd, 
And to the Parthian crown reftor'd, 


FRANCIS, 


N the reign of Jenghiz Can, conqueror of the eaſt, 

the citv of Samarcand, lived Nouradin the merch 
renowned throughout all the regions of India tor 
extent of his commerce and the integrity of his den 
His warchouſes were filled with all the commodiri 
the remoteſt nations; every raritv of nature, every « 
ſity of art, whatever was valuable, whatever v as Li 
haſted to his hand. The ſtreets => re crowded u ich 
carriages; the {ca was covered with his ſhips ; the (tic: 
of Oxus were wearied with conveyance, and ev: 
breeze of the ſky wafted wealth to Nouradin. 

At length Nouradin felt himſelf ſeized with a | 
malady, which he firſt ende: AV: oured to divert by appli 
tion, and afterwards to re! CVE by luxury and indul- 
gence ; but finding his ſtrength every day leſs, he u as 
laſt terrified, and called for help upon the ſages of phy vlg 

they filled his apartments with alexipharmics, reft 
tives, and eſſential virtue ; the pearls of the ocean wen 
diſſolved, the ſpices of Arabia were diſtilled, and all tht 
powers of nature were employed to give new ſpirits! 
his nerves and new balſam to his blood. Nouradin v 
for ſome time amuſed with promiſe S, in vigorated u 
cordials or ſoothed with anodynes; but the diſcaſe pre 
upon his vitals, and he ſoon diſcovered with indigna: 
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the health was not to be bought. He was confined to 
chamber. deſerted by his pl tyſicians, and rarely viſited 
his friends; but his unwilling -nefs to dic flattered him 
$7 with hopes of life. 
At length, having paſſed the night in tedious languor, 
called to him Almamoulin, his only ſon; and di Ta 
ling his attendants—* My ton,” ſays he, © behold here 
che we -akneſs and fragility of man; look back ward a 
0 ew days, thy father was great and hap py, freſh as the 
Ivernal roſe, and ſtrong as the cedar of the mountain; 
e nations of Afia drank his dews, and art and com- 
Wncrce delighted in his ſhade, Mialevolence beheld me, 
Land ſighed:“ „“ His root,” cried the, “ is fixed in the 
depths; it is watered by the fountains of Oxus; it 
# (ends out branches afar, and bids defiance to the blaſt; 

# prudence reclines againft his trunk, and profperity 
# dances on his top.“ Now, Ani look 
upon me withering and proftrate ; look upon me 
and attend. I have trafticked, I have proſpered, 
[| have rioted in gain; my houſe is ſplendid, my 
ſervants are numerous; yet I diſplayed only a ſmall 
part of my riches; the reſt, which I was hindered 
from enjoying by the fear of raifin g envy, or tempting 
rapacity, I have piled 1 in towers, [ have buried in ca- 
_ | have hidden in ſceret repoſitories, which this 

croll will diſcover. My purpole was, after ten months 
more ſpent in commerce, to have withdrawn my wealth 
to a ſafer country; to have given ſeven years to delight 
and feſtivity, and the remaining part of my days to 
ſolitude and repentance; but the hand of Death is upon 
me; a frigorific torpor encroaches upon my veins; I am 
now leaving the produce of my toil, which it muſt be 
thy buſineſs to enjoy with wiidom.” The thought of 
1 ll. aving his wealth filled Nouradin with ſuch gricf, 
What he fell in convulſions, became delirious, and ex- 
pired. 

Almamoulin, who loved his father, was touched a 
while with honeſt ſorrow, and ſat two hours in profound 
Treten. without peruſing the paper which he held iu 
hand. He then retired to his own chamber, as over- 
5 borne with affliction, and there read the inventory of his 
new 
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nich ſwelled his heart with ſuch + 
ports, that he no longer lamented his father's death, 
was now ſufficiently compoſed to order a func: 
modeſt magniſicence, ſuitable at once to the rat 


new poſſeſſions, v 


3 1 7 8 — 1 5 * 2 2 
Nouradin's profellion, and rhe reputation of his v 
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the populous, and ſuffered their acelamations to! 


him with inſolence. The nobles ſaw him with a 
the wiſe men of the ſtate combined apainſt In 
leaders of armies threatened his deſtruction, A 
moulin was informed) of his danger: he put on thi 
of mourning in the preſence of his enemies, and a 
them with gold, and gems, and ſupplication. 

He then {ought to ſtrenvthen himfelf by an al! 


with the princes of Tartary, and offered 
kingdoms for a wife of noble birth. 
ra'ly rejected, and his preſents re fuled ; 
Aſtracan once condeſcendecd to admit him to her 
ſence. She received him {tin on a throne, attire! 
the robe of royaltv, and fhinine with the jewels of G 
conda; commane fork! in her eyes, 
towerea on her forehead, Almamoulin ap; 
trembled. She faw his confuſion, and diſdained hin 
How,“ favs ſhe, * darcs the v 
© who thus 
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ut a prince 
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| ne then contrafted his deiires to more private and 
I 


Ide pic: fures. le built Laces, he laid out Lar- 


he changed the face.of the land, he tranſplanted 
ws 1 i Rad, , * 
5, he level d MIOUNIMUINS OPENTU DIOIDECTS Into 
0 * 1 
nt regions, p« CO taaptains om KC tO 1 TUITCLSS 
| 1 | | 

a LA. I1\ C15 thy. 1 il nes 1 11ers. 

f | llement iced him tim t languot 
i % ILUELCLEICIEN Is 1% 111 18974 : 4 195 
carmelis joon HIVAGE 1 The 14 vos el it TNEIT 

f N | Ly " 6 x ' irn | Nin SS x 1 918 

Me,; Ae 1 \\ el niurtmutfed 1 . LL KF, Cos 

n! 1 X 1 1 

. : . — ” +\ * 1 * Y 1 0 ® & ® 
0 ILCH . = Lal tract LO 91 land 111 CLLELANICL 5 14 1 
| >, 
: ' ; * 0 | * 8 E | bat 2 
3 4199) them WW] h 1101 1805 01 (1% jure, „Aid GIVCET LCN 


x * * — 5 . * 
y With accommodations tor different lealons, Change 
10 - ; ' - as . | , 
ace at nin recieved his Iaticty, but ail tie NOVCENTTS 


— 
* 


? y * * a 1 4 ” . * 4 1 Op : : __ 
Fu LION \ CIC 100N cxhaulted ; e 10un 1 111 heart 


nt, and his deſircs, for want ot external objects, 
4 ing hümtelt. 


5 le therefore returned to Samarcand, and fer open his 
to thoſe whom idlenefs fends out in {carch « t plea- 
a Co His table 3 Mere alu AVS COVCILE | with de CACITS g 
es of every vintage fparklcd in 14s bowls, and his 
| ps ſcattered perfumes. The found of the lute, and 
a \ ice of che Inver, chaced aan {ac ics 3 c hour 
i crowded with pleaſure z and the day ended and 
| n with feaſts and dances, and reveiry and merriment. 
TY moulin. cried out—* I have at laſt found the ule 
f riches; J am ſurrounded by companions, V ho view 
greatnet> without Envy 3 and I enjoy at once the 
| ptures of popularity, and the fatety of an obſcure 
oa. What trouble can he feel, whom all are 
£ tudious to pleaſe, that they may be re id with plea— 
| j lure! What danger can he dread, to WHOM CYCLY man 
75 5 4a friend!“ 
| duch were the thoughts of Almamculin, as he looked 
L n from a gallery upon the gay aflembly, regaling at 
c pence; but in the midſt of this fohloqux, an officer 
8 ifice entered the houſe, and in the form of legal eita- 
„„ fummoned \|lmamoulin to appcar before the em- 
1 r. The gueſts ſtood a whilc ghaſt, then ſtole im- 


uptibly away; and he was led oft without a ſingle 


Wie to Witnels his integrity. He now found one of his 
moſt 
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of ſharing his confiſcation ;z yet, unpatronized and No 
ſupported, he cleared himſelf by the openneſs of in 
cence, and the conſiſtence of truth; he was difini; 
with honour, and his accuſer periſhed in priſon. 
Almamoulin now perceived with how little reaſon 
had hoped for juſtice or fidelity from thoſe who live 0 
to gratify their ſenſes; and, being now weary with HA 
experiments upon life and fruitleſs reſearches after fe univ 
city, he had recourſe to a ſage, who, after 3 129 
youth in travel and obſervation, had retired from hu es fl! 
cares, to a ſmall habitation on the banks of Oxus, uh ma 
he converſed only with ſuch as ſolicited his coun: Mcditat 
£ Brother,” ſaid the philoſopher, © thou haſt ſuffered ies 
reaſon to be deluded by idle hopes and fallacious eat b 
« pearances, Having long looked with deſire uf ex 
© richcs, thou hadſt taught thyſelf to think them nuMWmark 
c valuable than nature deſigned them, and to expect n b 
© them what experience has now taught thee that the The 
s cannot give. That they do not confer wiſdom, th alen 


c 
* 
c 
c 
c 
0 
6 
6 
4 
6 
c 
6 
6 
6 
c 
g 
4 
c 
c 
4 
0 


mayeſt be convinced, by confidering at how dear iu 


price they tempted thee, upon thy firſt entrance in Hon 
the world, to purchale the empty found of vulgar Wd or: 
clamation. That they cannot beſtow fortitude It is 
magnanimity, that man may be certain who ſtood nid. 
trembling at Aſtracan, before a being not natura once 
ſuperior to himſelf. That they will not ſupply uns- cu! 
hauſted pleaſure, the recollection of forſaken ev: ners 
and neglected gardens will eaſily inform thee. mm 
they rarely purchale friends thou didſt foon diſcover, 2 d. 
when thou wert left to ſtand thy trial uncountenance! th 


and alone. Vet think not riches uſeleſs; there are put 
poſes to which a wile man may be delighted to ap; 


them; they may, by a rational diſtribution to tho't ect 
who want them, eaſe the pains of helpleſs diſcaſe, li len. 
the throbs of reſtleſs anxiety, relieve innocence fron ite 
oppreſſion, and raiſe imbecility to cheerfulnets ans ert 
vigour, This they will enable thee to perform, — ned 
this will afford the only happineſs ordained for on to p 

With 


preſent ſtate, the confidence of divine favour, and is 
hope of future rewards,” 
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F in 

ſit O imitatores, ſervum pecus l Honk. 

dom Away, ye imitators, ſervile herd! 

ELPHINSTOYN, 

Ye ( 

th v1 HAVE been informed by a letter, from one of the 
er fe univerſities, that among the youth from whom the 
ing lice ſwarm of reaſoners is to learn philoſophy, and the 
ms x flight of beautics to hear clegies and fonnets, there 
hene many who, inſtea | of nay ouring by books and 
bun itation to form their own opinions, content them= 
ed u es with the ſecondary knowledge which a conve- 
us ap-. ent bench in a coffee-houſe can ſupply ; and, without 

upaWy cxamination or diſtinction, adopt the criticiſms and 
mon marks which happen to drop from thoſe who have 
t fon gen by merit or fortune to reputation and authority. 
t the Theſe humble retailers of knowledge my corref- 
the nent ſtigmatizes with the name of Echoes; and feen's 
car 18 (1r0us that they ſhould be made athamed of lazy ſub- 
c on, and animated to attempts after new dilcoverics 
ar u- original ſentiments. 

de or WF It is very natural for young men to be vchement, acri- 
ſtood Wonious, and fevers. For, as they ſeldom comprehend 
e all the conſequences of a poſition, or perceive the 
uncx'inculties by which cooler and more experienced rea- 
alact ners are reſtrained from confidence, they form their 
1 ha Wnclutions with great precipitance, Seeing nothing that 
over, Wa darken or embarraſs the queſtion, they expect to 
anced ed their own opinion univerſally prevalent, and are in- 
pur. red to impute uncertainty and heſitation to want of 
abe neſty, rather than of knowledge. I may, pert ape, 
tha erctore be reproached by my lively . pondeat, 
fall nen it ſhall be Wund that I have no inclination o per- 
from ute theſe collectors of fortuitous knowledge with the 
and berity required; yet, as I am now too old to be much 
and bel by haſty cenſure, I ſhall not be afraid of taking 
our protection thoſe whom I think condemned without 
the luſſieient knowledge of their cauſe. 
II Ile 
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5 R . crier 
He that adopts the ſentiments of another, whon ; 
has rcafon to believe wiſer than himfelf, 1s only oy 
blamed when he claims the honours which are not oy 
but to the author, and endeavours to decelve the v | X 0 
into praiſe and vencration; for to learn is the þ ne 
Luſtncts of youth; and whether we increate our b. ur 
ledue by books or by converſation, we are equally; ales 
debted to foreign afliſtance. . | : 5 
The grcater part of ſtudents are not born with a! he: 
ties to conſtruct ſyſtems, or advance knowledge; * 
can have any hope beyond that of becoming 1utell 5 _ 
hearers in the tchools of art, of being able to com Phe 
hend what others diſcover, and to remember what oth; 1 hir 
teach. Even thoſe to whom Providence hath allot Kok 
£reater ſtrength of underitanding, can expect ON!\ . 


improve a fiugle ſcience, In every other part of le oe 
ing they mult be content to follow opinions which t 
arc not able to CXxamme; and, Cen A that which t 
claim as peculiarly their own, can ſeldom add more t; 
ſome {mall particle of knowledge to the heredirat y tt 
devolved to them from ancient times, the collective lab 
of a thouland intellects. 

In ſcience which, being fixed and limited, adit: 
no other varicty than ſuch as ariſes from new mt! 
of diſtribution, or new arts of 1] luttration, the necetiity 
following the traces of our predecetiors 1s indiſputa 
evident; but there appears no reaton why imagine 
ſhould be ſubject to the ſame reſtraint. It might be. 
ceived, that of thoſe who protcſs to forfake the nai 
path $ of ae eVery One may deviate towards u _ 
point, fince though rectitude is uniform and fixed, « 
quity may be infinitely diverſified. The roads of [ce 
are narrow, fo that they who travel them mult cit! 
follow or mect one ancthecr ; but in the boundlets re: 
of pollibility. which Fiction claims for her dom 
there arc ſurely a thoul; and recefles u 1explored, 41 th 
ſand flowers unplucked, a thouſand fountains uu 
hauſted, combinations of imagery yet unobſerved, 4 
raccs of idcal inhabitants not hitherto deſcribed. 

Yet, whatever hope may perſuade, or reaſon cvine 
CX peilen 
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opportunity of exerting the only power in which hen 
{uperior, 

When AÆncas is ſent by Virgil to the ſhades, he mg 
Dido the queen of Carthage, w vhom his perſidy had | 
ried to the grave; he accoſts her with tenderneſs and 
cuſes; but the lady turns away like Ajax in mute 
dain. She turns away like Ajax; but ſhe reſem 
e in none of thoſe qualities which gave either dit 

* propriety to Glence. She mi; ght; without an\ 
e be from the tenour of her conduct, have buiſt 
like other injured women into clamour, reproach, 
denunciation; but Virgil had his imagination full 
Ajax, and therefore could not prevail on himſelf to tea 
Dido any other mode of reſentment. 


If Virgil could be thus ſeduced by imitation, the 
will be-little hope that common v its ſhould 1 0 2 


accordingly we find, that beſides the univerſal an 


knowledged praftice of cop ying the ancients, there | 


prev ated 7 in every aye a part! cular ſpecics of n&tion. 


one time all truth was cony cycd in allegory; at anothe! 


nothing was ſeen but in a viſion; at one period all 
poets followed ſheep, and every event produced a p 
toral; at another they buſied themſelves wholly in gibt 
n eee to a painter, 

It is indeed eaſy to conceive why any faſhion ſho! 
become popular, by which idlenefs is fav ourcd and ! 
becility aſſiſted; but ſurely no man of genius can m 


applaud himſelf for repeating a tale with wh ich t 


audience is already tired, and which could bring nv i 
nour to any hut jts inventor. 


There are, I think, two ſchemes of writing, on whic 
the laborious wits of the preſent time employ their fac 


ties, One is the adaptation of ſenſe to all the hut 


which our language can ſupply, to ſome word that ma 


the burden of the ſtanza; but this, as it has been 

uſcd in a kind of amorous butleſque, can Garedh 
cenſured with much acrimonv. 
tation of Spenſer, which, by th 
of learning and «x 


E 


The other is the in 
e influence of ſome n 
genius, ſeems likely to gain upon ! 

25 
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7 2 Arten ti“ 


and therefore deſerves to be more Qtr hr hw 47 4 


To imitate the fictions and ſcatiments of Spenſer can 
no reproge 8 fo allegors 15 perhaps ONE OT ie | 
p : . . 
plcaſing vchiclcs of inſtruction. But 1 am very tat | 
extending & fame retpect ro his QICHON OC uns 1 d 
za. His ſtyle was in his own time allowed to Ee _ 
v7 lo darkened with Old words and {oC unte | L |. 
* and 10. remote from common us, that Johnſon 1 | 
„ pronounces him e nave urin u n ge. q 
tanza is at On: et and unpleaſing; theton to | 
ent by its uniformity, and to the attention by ts 
x"  £ MS Ecmad in wmitation * .\ [+ 4! 
* Is «ti Ie LIE EE LI n nnen 1 51 Lilie dalla 
PA WW! non du 3. ICY rd O CHIC Len! 15 of Our language. | 
Itallans have littſe variety of termination, and Were | 
he -4. to contrive fuch a ſtanza as mIigm admit the 
2 teſt na nber of fiimilar rthymes; but our words end 
| ſo mach divecſity, that it is f dom convenient for 
bring Iz Hau tv of the fame found {4 44. ther. 
: t N 0 Ned by Milton, that rhyme obliges 
( s tO CY! 5 iir thoughts m nmproper terms, thete 
˖ ties mult always be multiplled, as the difficulty 
p me 15 mcereatyd long concatenations. 
F > 1m Is Of Spear re inderd not very rige ; 
; of themicive 4 | {rem to conclude, that 
0¹ hey have disfgured theo! lines with | few obtolete 
ll - they hive acc lifhed then deſign, Kithaut 
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Neſc'o qua natale ſolum dulcedine cunctos 
Ducit. Ov1D, 


By ſecret charms our native land attracts. 


TOTIIING is more ſubject to miſtake and diſappoiy 


ment than anticipated judgment concerning 20 


Our o pin jon from the pe} formancc of others, or from: 
ſtracted contemplation of the thing to be attempted. _ 


from obſervation. We are therefore more powerful 
excited to emulation by thoſe who have attained t 
higheſt degree of excellence, and whom we can there! 
with leaſt reaſon hope ro equal, 
In adjuſting the probability 


of ſucceſs by a prev! 
conſideration of the undertakin g, WE Are cqu: illy in e 


poll; ble, to compriſe the ſeries * any procels with : al! 
circumſtances, incidents, ind variations, in a f. bect 
ſcheme. Experience ſoon ſhews us the teren tic 
imaginary rectitude, t! the 2 tions of ne \ 
the aſperities of ſimoothneſs. Sudden difficultics © 
ſtart un from the ambuſhes of art, {t« Pp the career « : 


us back. to new Þ l1ns e difleren t mca uren. 

unable to per fem, and Tt s h AVE even ourtelvesn 
carried in attempting, and 2 can hardly allow to 
diticuſt; nor can we forbear to wonder afreſh at ev: 
new failure „or TOP romilc certainty ot ſucceſs to our n 


ſame mability is perceived, and the vexation of di 
pointment muſt again be {uflercd. 
O: the various kinds of 1; caking or writing, v 


ſineſs or difficulty of any undertaking; whether we fun 


Whatever is done ſkilfully appears to be done wil 
eaſe; and art, when it is once matured to habit, vant 


ver of deceiving ouriclves, It is never caſy, nor oſt 


tivity, repreſs the gaiety of conſidenge, and when ve 
imagine ourſelves almoſt at the end of our labours, din 


oth 


eſlav ; but when we try, the ſame hindrances recut, 1 


ve nc 
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ve neceſſity or promote pleaſure, none appears ſo art- 
or eaſy as imple narration; for what thould make 


n that knows the whole order and progreſs of an aflair 

gable to relate it? Yet we hourly find ſuch as endea- 

Pur to entertain or inftruct us by recitals, clouding the 

ts which they intend to illuſtrate, and loſin ig them- 

ves and their auditors in wilds and mazes, in digref- 

on aud confuſion. When we have congratulated our- 

pon ves upon a new oppo rtunity of enquiry, and new means 

e information, it often happens, that without deſigning 

her deceit or concealment, without ignorance of the 

madd or unwillinyncets to diſcloſe it, the relaror hills the 

E ar with empty ſounds, harratles the attention with fruit— 

Wc (5 1mpaticnce, and diftur! vs the imagination by a tumult 

m events, without order of time, or train of conſe— 
tu ence. 

4 1 It is natural to believe, upon the ſame principle, that 


o writer has a more eaſy taſk than the hiſtorian. The 
hilofopher has the works of Omniſcicnce to examine; 
and is therefore engaged in diſquiſitions, to which finite 
ntellets are utterly unequal. The poet truſts to his in- 
ention, and is not only in danger of thoſe inconſiſt- 
encies, to which every one 15 expo: d by departure from 
ruth, but may be cenſured as well for deficiencies of 
matter as for irregularity of diſpoſition, or umpropricty 
f ornament. But the h. Py Wu has no other la- 
bur than of gathering what tradition pours down before 
n, or records treaſure for his uſe. He has only the 
tions and deſigus of men like himlelf to conceive and 
to felate; he is not to form, but copy char acters, and 
\erefore is not blamed for the inconſiſtency of ſtateſmen, 
e injuſtice of tyrants, or the cowardice of commanders, 
lhe difficulty of making variety conſiſtent, or uniting 
probability with ſurprize, needs not to diſturb him; the 
Manners and actions of his perſonages are alre 4 ay fixed; 
1s materials are provide. 


1 
| and put into his hands, and he 
d / 15 8 5 PR x : a f 4 nde P p 
eilure to employ all his powers in arranging aud 
ſaying them. 
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and diſguſt delicacy, 
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Jl 1% many authors. eminent for almoſt ere cs 
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bnce a rude inartificial majeſty, which, without the 
ety of lJaboured clegance, fweils the mind by its ple- 
ade and diffuſion. His narration is not perhaps ſuffi— 
ntly mg, being ſtopped too frequently by particula— 
Ics, which, though they might ſtrike the author who 
; prefent at the tranſactions, will not equ ly detain 
attention of poſterity, But his ignorance or care- 
neſs of the art of writing is amply compenſated by his 
wledge of nature and of policy, the wiſdom of lus 
pxims, the juſineſs of his 1calonings, and the varicty, 
inet ets, and ſtrength of his characters. 
But none of our writers can, in my opinion, juſtly 
neſt the ſuperiority of Knolles, who, in hide hiſtory of 
e Turks, has ditplayed all the excellencies that nat ra- 
a can admit. His ſtyle, though ſomewhat obſcured 
time, and ſometimes vitiated by falſe wit, is pure, 
vous, elevated, and clear. A wonderful multiplicity 
events is fo artfully arranged, and fo diſtinctly ex- 
Laned, that each facilitates the knowledge of the next. 
henever a new perſouage 15 introduced, the reader is 
eparecl by his character for his actions; when a nation 
ſirſt att acked, or city beſieged, he is made acquainted 
ch its hiſtory, « or ſituatio: 1; fo tliz' a great part of the 
ld is brought into view, The « leicriptions of this au- 
or are without minuteneſs, and the digreſſions without 
entation. Collateral events are fo ai Fat ly woven into 
conte xture of his principal ſtory, that they cannot be 
oined without leaving it lacerated and broken. There 
nothing turgid in his dignity, nor ſuperſtuous in his 
douſnc is. His orations only, which he ſeigns, like 
: ancient hiſtorians, to have been pronounced on re- 
parkable occaſions, are tedious and languid; and fince 
are merely the voluntary ſports of imagination, prove 
ov much the moft judicious and ſkiltu} may be miſ- 
ken in the eſtimate of their own powers. 
Nothing could have funk this author in obſcurity but 
e remoteneſs and barbarity of the people whote ſtory 
be relates. It ſeldom happens that all circumſtances 
oncur to happineſs or fame. The nation which pro- 
uced this great hiſtorian has the grief of ſeeing his ge- 
NnLUS 
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wa foreign and unintereſting ſu! 
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y ' 
rechts of my bu th, and entitled to the rank and rc- 


0 non which mn, anccito7s as ned. E \\; „ howe ver, 
arraſled with many diſhculties at m. fart * ts 
the world: fo ins hat bs 10 . 1. nt ena inclined 
0 | wecipn ate mealures; al Ty cvei Act dent that torce 4 
back towards my old it; Won, Was Conlidered by me 

f oſtruckion of my happinets. 

* was with no coramon grict and indignation that 1 
ad m f Ormei com; mions 1 ill darn ng to C1:41m1my na- 
„ and the journc: men and apprentices ſometimes pull- 
Me by the leeve as | was W: alkKing in the ſtrect, and 
hout any terrol of my new ſword, winch was, not- 

* ut anding, of an ut an mon ſize, inviting me to par- 
2 of a bot! = at the old houſe, and entert aining me un 

© of tne girth in the neizhbourhood, 1 had al- 

\S, in my official ſtate, been kept in awe by lace and 


* 


broidery; and imagined that to tricht away thele un- 
elcome familiarities, nothing was neceſſary but that | 
ld, by {plcndor of 1 , procl: aim my reunion with 
hiaher rank. 1 therefore ſent for my taylor; ordered 


i 


ir with twice the er quantity of E ce; an 12 1 


aht not let my peri CULTOrs CNCI CO: ic their c. nhdence , 
the habit of accoſting mr, ſtaid at Home til it Was 
] 
Co 


4s week of confine ment I p aſſed in practi! ing a for- 
g frown, a {mile of CO! Tor Acenhion, 4 naht alt 1A 

„, and an abrupt depart! are: and in four mornings Was 
e to turn upon my heck with fo much ICVITY and 
utlinc!s, that [ made no doubt of diſcourag! ing all 


„ie attempts upon ms dignityv. I there fore iflued 
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in me new coat, with a reſolution ot das ling in- 
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iidity and reverence which | mould imp: eis upon all 
had huherto pretumed t: \ harraſs me with then free- 
Whatever was the cauſe, l did not nnd m- 
eceived with any new degree of reſpect; thote whom 
d to del c from mics ventured 10 advance with 
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quaintance I ſolicited grew more ſupercilious and H as b 
ed. I began ſoon to repent the expence, by which | 7enel 
procured no advantage; and to {uſpect that a 1h: there 
dreſs, like a weighty weapon, has no force in itſelt, 1 anc 
owes all its efficacy to him that cars it. uente 
Many were the mortifications and calamities whi the 
was condemned to ſuffer in my initiation to politenel, of 
was fo much tortured by the inceſſant civilities of ih, anc 
companions, that I never patled through that reginWciaric 
the city but in a chair with the curtains drawn ; as, an 
laſt left my lod C1; THER and fixed mvielf in the vers ts. | 
the court. Here I endeavoured to be thought a vcr eerſta 
man juſt returned from his travels, and was plcate lies w. 
have my landlord believe that I was in ſome dag or, 
Frojn importunate creditors; but this ſcheme was que nie 
defeated by a formal deputation ſent to offer me, tho, ch d 

I had now retired from buſineſs, the freedom of m My. 
pany. refori 
| was now detected in trade, and therefore rc the g 
to ſtay no longer. I hired another apartme m c1v! 
changed my ſcrvants. Here I lived very hap; ited, 
tlirec "months, and, with ſecret ſatisfaction, 1 $4: mW | 
heard the family celebrating the greatneſs and felicitr Mee fi 
the eſquire; though the converſation ſeldom ended u long 
out fume complaint of my covetouſneſs, or ſome renWportu 
6 my Jangu: we or my gait, I now began to vet ered 
nto the public walks, and to know the faces of u. K in 
and beautics; but could not obferve, without wond ter 1 
as 1 paſſed by them, how frequently they were ta \ he 
of a ny lor. i longed, howev er, to be admitted: uld 
verſation, and was for meh it weary of walking in ce coun! 
without a companion, yet continued to come aud! 90  abl 
the reſt, till a lady whom J endeavoured to 1 _ TS 
crou rded paſſage, as ſhe was about to ſtep into here ra 
riot, thanked me for my civility, and told me, that it, ry « 
ſhe had often diſtinguithed me for my modeſt and 1% '2s 
ſpectful behaviour, whenever I ſet up for myteh He of 
might expect to ſee her among my firſt cuſtomers. ot 
. was an end of all my ambulatory projects. | er v 
indeed ſometimes entered the walks again, but gg 
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THE RAMBLER, 89 
ret Th blaſted by this deſtructive lady, whoſe miſchiev- 


ch! generoſity recommended me to her acqu- 1ntance. Bee 
tht therefore forced to practiſe my adſcititious character 
«lt, a another ſtage, I betook myſelf to a coftee-houſe 
uented by wits, among whom I learned in a ſhort 
whit e the cant of criticiſm, "and talked fo loudly and vo- 
nch Sy of nature, and manners, and ſentiment, and dic- 
s of i, and ſimilies, and contraſts, and action, and pro- 
0100 W:ciation, that I was often defired to lead the hiſs and 
ae, and was feared and hated bv the players and the 
mw Many a ſentence have |] hilled which I did not 
gen! ee and many a groan have I uttered when the 
ale es were weeping in the boxes, At laſt a malignant 
dag or, whoſe performance I had perſecuted through the 
queer nights, wrote an epigram upon Tape the critic, 
tao ch drove me from the pit for ever. 
cup defire to be a fine gentleman till continued: I 
refore, after a ſhort ſuſpenſe, choſe a new ſet of friends 
dhe gaming-table, nnd was for ſome time pleaſed with 
IX civility and openneſs with which I found mvſelf 
reed. I was indeed obliged to play; bur being natu- 
e 'y timorous and vigilant, was never {urpriſed into 
cit! ee ſums. What might have been the conſcquence 
N long familiarity w ith theſe plunderers I had not an 
emal vortunity of knowing; for one night the coniiables 
e ered and ſeized us, and [ was once more compelled to 
a into my former condition, by ſending for my old 
”n ter to atteſt my character. 
N When I was deliberating to what new qualiſications 1 


uid aſpire, I was ſummoned into the country, by an 
unt of my father's death, Here I had hopes of be- 
able to diſtinguiſh myſelf, and to ſupport the honour 
my family. I therefore bought guns and horfes; and, 
trary to the expectation of the tenants, increated the 
Iry of the huntſman. But when I entered the field, 
as foon diſcovered that I was not deſtined to the glo- 
the chace. I was afraid of thorns in the thicker, 
of dirt in the marſh; I ſhivered on the brink of a 
er while the ſportſman croſſed it, and trembled at the 
gt of a five-bar gate, When the ſport and danger 
vere 
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were over, I was ſtill equally diſconcerted; for! 
effeminate, though nor delicate, and could only 


umph. 

A fall, by which my ribs werc broken, ſoon rec 
me to domuyttic plea Hureés, and J exerted all my art: 
tain the favour of the neight DOUTINg ladies; but whe 
came, there was always ſome unlucky convei! 
upon ribbands, hillets, pins, or thread, which dro 


+ 


whelmed me with ſhame and deject on, 


2 Thus I paticd the ten ſirſt years after the death of 
RS broth cr, in which I have learned at laſt to repre! 
5 ambition winch I could never gratify; and, inſte 

5 waſting more of my lite in vain endeavours after acc 
„ plichments, Which, if not carly acquired, no end 
= = can obtain, I ſhall conſine my care to thoſe highs 

_ cellencies which are in every m. in's power; and th 

_—_ I cannot enchant affeftion by elegance and calc, hs; 
% ſecure eſtæem by honcſty and truth. 


I am, &c. 
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erratic gr. ric: tions. 1: ole who have pafled 


mi nths in a cont inual tun alt of dive i n; 0 
never opened 6 eves in Is morning, but upon 


new appointment; ; nor flept at nieht without a 
m $A dan ces, muſic, and good hands, or of ſolft 
1 humble ſupplications, n uſt now retire to dif- 
provl 2 * where the ſirens of flatter” y are ſc: rcc!y 0 
ard, where beauty parle without praiſe orenvy, 
xit is repeated only by the echo. 
s J think it one "of the mott important duties of 


hencyolence TO ive * arning (1 t! He apps ach of 


nity, when by timely prevention it may be turned 
3 by preparat ory meaſures be more caſil) Cn - 
| cannot fucl the increaſing warmih, or ot ſerve 


[| } - +\ Call p d F*F\ A; 
FenINT das, without conndering tlie Condition 


85 
CYOUTINE fo lcave all 


— 


fair readers, Who are now p 
* * 0 1 11 2 * - 
1s 10 long filled 5 their hours., al trom which 


, — 5 | WW hy 
ave heen accuſtomed 0 hope 101 Acne; and 


i | 
„ till faſhion proclaims the liberty of returning to the 
of mirth and elegance, mult endure the rugged 
ire, the ſober houſes te. the loud hunttman, or the 
} |] \r{on, the roar of obftrepere us I ItV, OI ne 
eſs of prudential inſtruction; without any retreat 
to the vioom of ſolitude, where th will vet nd 
A $6.9 0 . p 1 { | 1) My 441 1 1 f 
* er NCON VENICACIES, and mult iCarnN, LOWE CL un“ — 
Y, LO en dure themicl: es. 
Linter, the life of ti: nolite and v may be fd 
roll on with a ſtrong and rapid current; they Hoat 
from vleaſure to pleaſure, without te trouble of 
Ls lating their own motions, and purſuc the courle « 
e fream in all the felicit) of inattention; ent that 
hnd themſelves in prog reflion, and careleſs wit! 
* 5 ; 7 r 
5 are going. But the months of ſuminer are a kind 
lieeping ſtagnation without wind or tide, where they 
left to force themſelves forward b their own labour, 
, to direct their paſſage by their own {kill ; and where, 


„have not ſome internal principle of activ 
be ſtranded upon fhaliows, or lie torpid in a perpe- 
5 calm. 

There are, indecd, ſome to whom this univerſal Cite 
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ſolution of gay ſocieties affords a welcome opportunit > 9% 
quitting, without diſgrace, the poſt which they | A 
found themſelves unable to maintain; and of ſeemir; ; E 
retreat only at the call of nature, from aſſemblies why uo 
after a ſhort triumph of unconteſted ſuperiority, the; _” 
overpowered by ſome new intruder of fofter elegans Þ * 
ſprightlier vivacity. By theſe, hopeleſs of victory, 12 
yet aſhamed to confels a conqueſt, the ſummer h 
garded as a releaſe from the fatiguing ſervice of ce; "i 

brity, a diſmitſion to more certain joys and a ſafer e Ft 
pire. They now ſolace themſelves with the influer 0 
which they ſhall obtain, where they have no rival my 
fear ; and with the luſtre which they ſhall effuſe, wk * 
nothing can be ſeen of brighter ſplendor. They in 
gine, while they are preparing for their journey, Bug 
admiration with which the ruſtics will crowd about then ; ;; 

plan the laws of a new aſſembly; or contrive to del: 2 
provincial ignorance with a fiftitious mode. A th | SA 
ſand pleaſing expectations ſwarm in the fancy; 2 
all the approaching weeks are filled with diſtinCior wy 


honours, and authority, 3 

But others, who have lately entered the world, | 
have yet had no proofs of its inconſtancy and deſeiti 
are cut off, by this cruel interruption, from the e | 
ment of their preroyatives, and doomed to loſe ! N 
months in inactive obſcurity. Many complaints do ve 
ation and defire extort from thoſe exiled tyr ants of t 
town, againſt the inexorable ſun, who purſues his cou. 
without any regard to love or beauty; and vitits cit. 
tropic at the ſtated time, whether ſhunned or courted 
deprecated or implored. 

To them who leave the places of public reſort in AY 
full bloom of reputation, and withdraw from admira! ; 
courtſhip, ſubmiſſion, and applauſe, a rural mo 1 0 8 
give nothing equivalent. The praiſe of 1gnoran | 
the ſubjection of weakneſs are little regarded | V best. 
ties * have been accuſtomed to more important con. . 
queſts, and more valuable panegyries. Nor indecd hi 
the powers which have made havoc in the theatres, 
borne down rivalry in courts, be degraded to a mean 2: 
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; * ! oe bt ws 
upon the unrr: velled heir, Ol ignoble CONTert Vun 


id dy milk-maid. | 


wv then muſt four long months be worn away 
\ [1] H there will be NO TOUS, no ine WS, 


months, in wh 


” ther, and afl. mblies will depend uro 2 n Gon 

* Plate iſts imagme that the tutufe PU WONG 1 OL 
2 who have in this life debated their renton by une 
15 n + to their 10 nies, and Have preferred the 21015 110 


1 5 1 5 __ | 
luxus to the pure ant 
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x t but fu i tha th nth, | 
he be, and fragr: nt with perfumes , this mont, Winch 
1 ers the m adow with \ verdure, and decks the irdten 
5 all the mixtures or C lorific radiance z this month. 
4 \ which the man of fancy expects nes infutions « 
>, Cre, and the nato 1 ICCNES OL « vaten; 
yon month will chain down Mu: tudes te the Piatonic 
*. ance of deſire without enjoyme. t, and hurry them 


4 m the hig heſt ſatist ons, which they 3 EI 
* ned to conceive, into a Hate of hopelels WHRES ale 
| ny recollecttie ng here the eve ot van Y bs . 
nd for admiration to bo purp ft, and he band Gl 
. rice thuflle cards in a bower With ineflectual aohtee 
4 
F. 1 | * E __— Yo, Gar an (cor « 1 
ron! the tediouſnd 's 91 l 115 me 141 CHIOL) b 3 vs b N 
* | would will, ly preterve tote who are cx porta to 
þ . only by inexperience ; Wav want not mc ) 
5 dom or virtue, though ting U. cen GIN 141 
ligence „ milled bv. example; and ung . 
1 t! gence, OV nme N 0 1 108 : 
ti find the way tO rational hap] nels, hn it 
\ ( d be peceſlary to ſtruggale Wun n t, Ne o ” 
m. To theſe many arts of ipenemy tum Til C 
4 ; : | | | 
| mmended, which would neither fadden the pic! ut 
: . ir with wenripets, no! the tut e V thy Fepen CC. : 
| It would ſcem impolf'ble to a Jomrary ſpeculatiſt, that 
* man being can want empiovr i nt. 10 be bor! in 
8 - 18 Will a Cap aki) C1 n 10 28. and TU ok } (4 
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in the midſt of a world filled with variety, perpetuz 
preſſing upon the ſenſes and irritating curioſity, is fy 
a ſufficient ſecurity againſt the languiſhment of inat; 
tion. Novelty is indecd neceſſary to preſerve eager 
and alacrity; but art and nature have ſtores inexha aſt? 
by human intellects; and every moment produces fi 
thing new to him who has quickened his facultic; 
diligent obſervation. 

Some ſtudies, for which the country and the ſumme 

afford peculiar opportunities, I ſhall perhaps endes 
to recommend in a future eſſay; but if there be any 
prehenſion not apt to admit unaccuſtomed ideas, or ay 
attention fo ſtubborn and inflexible as not eaſily to con, 
ply with new directions, even theſe obſtructions can: 
exclude the r of application; for there is a high 
and nobler employment, to which all faculties an 
adapted by him who gave them. The duties of relig. 
ſincerely and regularly performed, will always be f (uf. 
ficient to exalt the meaneſt, and to exerciſe the highe* 
underſtanding, That mind will never be vacant which 
is frequently recalled by ſtared duties to meditation: 
eternal intereſts; nor can any hour be long which 5 
ſpent in obtaining ſome new qualifications for celeſt 
happineſs, 


No. CXXV. TUESDAY, MAY 28, 175t. 
Deſcriptas ſervare vices, operumque colores, 
Cor e: 80, 1 nequeo ignoroque, pocta ſalutor? Hon. 


But if, through weakneſs, or my want or art, 
I can't to ev'rvy different ſi y le imp art 
The proper ſtrokes and colouis it may claim, 
Why am I honour'd with a poet's name FRANCE, 
_ 15 one of the maxims of the civil law, that πuẽ 
hazardous. Things modified by human undet- 
n ſubject to varieties of complication, an 
changeable 
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THE RAMBLER. 95 
tu; mgeable as experience advances knowledge, or acci- 
(1 at influences caprice, are ſcarcely to be included in 
Natts N ſtanding form of expreſſion, becauſe they are alw ays 
ger fering ſome alteration of their ſtate. Definition is, in- 
luste ed, not the province of man; every thing is ſet above 
below our faculties. The works and operations of 


es ture are too great in their extent, or too much diffuſed 
n their relations, and the performances of art too incon- 
mmez pant and uncertain to be reduced to any determinate 


e ca. It is impoſſible to impreſs upon our minds an ade- 
ite and juſt repreſentation. of an object ſo great that 
auß e can never take it into our view, or ſo mutable that it 
cons always changing under our eye, and has already loſt 
nM: form while we are labouring to conceive it. 


he Definitions have been no lets difficult or uncertain in 

ar Mcriticiſms than in law. Imagination, a licentious and 
vagrant faculty, unſuſceptible of limitations, and impa- 
tient of reſtraint, has always endeavoured to baffle the 

gician, to perplex the confines of diſtinction, and burſt 
the incloſures of regularity. There 1s therefore ſcarcely 
any ſpecies of writing, of which we can tel] what is its 
eſſence, and what are its conſtituents ; every new genius 
produces ſome innovation, which, when invented and 
approved, ſubverts the rules which the practice of fore- 
going authors had eſtabliſhed. 

Come: dy has bcen particularly unpropitious to defin- 
ers; for though perhaps they might properly have con- 
rented themſelves with declaring it to be /xc/ a drama- 

e repreſentation of human life as may excite mirth, they 
hare embarraſſed their definition with the means by 
which the comic writers attain their end, without con- 
ſdering that the various methods of exhilarating their 
audience, not being limited by nature, cannot be com- 
prited in precept. Thus, ſome make comedy a repre- 
ſentation of mean, and others of bad men; ſome think 

at its eſſence conſiſts in the unimportance, others in the 

touſneſs of the tranſaction. But any man's refice 
1 will inform him, that every dramatic compoſition 
uhich raifes mirth is comic; and that, ta raiſe mirth, it 
| 15 
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's by no means univerſally neceſſary that the perſ 
ſhould be either mean or corrupt, nor always req 
that the action ſhould be trivial, nor ever that it 
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Mg Mol. 1 (ſhew thee for a monſter thro” my Afri ICs Þ 
„No, thou canit only ſhew me for a man: ; 


cis ſtor'd with mo! ters; : man's a prodigy 
ſubjects have not cen. 
| l. l. Thou talk' y as if 
at the head of battle, 
W 5:5. Thou miſtak'g, 
there J would nat talk. 
5 mducar, the Miniſter, Sure he would ſleep. 


_ 18 OO we] 


— : * 24 


Hb is converſation, with the fly remark of the miniſter, 
u only be found not to be comic, becauſe it wants the 
Pobability neceſſary to repreſentations of common life, 
. d degenerates too much towards buffoonry and farce. 
The fame play affords a ſmart return of the general to 
Ne cinperor, who, enforcing his orders for the death of 
Nebaſtian, vents his impatience in this abrupt threat: 


* 
* 


No more replies, 
But fee thou do'ſt it: Or 


To which Dorax anſwers, 


Choak in that threat: I can ſay Or as loud. 


A thouſand inſtances of ſuch impropriety might be 
Sroduced, were not one ſcene in Aurcng-Zebe ſufficient 
* exemplify it. Indamora, a captive queen, having 
Lureng-Zebe for her lover, employs Arimant, to whole 
arge ſhe had been intruſted, and whom the had made 
ilible of her charms, to carry a meſſage to his rival. 


Ania r, with a letter in his hand, IxDAMORA. 


| rim, And I the meſſenger to him from you? , 
"our empire you to tyranny purſue ; : 
o lay commands, both crucl and unjuſt, 
frre my rival, and betray my truſt. 
Ind, You firſt betray” d your trult in J. wing me ; 
And thould not 1 my own advantage l-e ! 

ving my love, you may my friendihip gain: 
4 know the reſt of your pretences vain. 
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_— You muſt, my Arimant, you mull be kind; 
BD 0 | *T 15-11 your nature and vour noble mind, 

, 5 _—_ HTO. Ito the king „ and rait! uy truſt ref: "Ts Ray to 
r Ind. His truſt you n a1 „but you i (all never mice conte 


a , d * 
SHS, » 4 — 


- — 


Heav'n made you love me for no other end diving | 
Bur to become my confidant and friend ; e bee! 
As ſuch, I keep no fecret from your ont, } of 


And therefore make you dg how ill I yyite, | Ienlunte 
R ad it, and tell me freely then your mind, "4 | 
M 1! 8 ind ted, as I me „ant it, kind. ny . | 

Arim. 1 aſk not Heav'n my 75 dom to r {lo 7 [ Read: ny *. 
1 But only for your fu. I' read no more. | . 
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In this ſcene C, CVer\ circumſtance concurs to turn tra- 


5 
: 


farce. The wild abſurdity of the expedient; 
— ſubjection of the lover; the tolly of 

him to read the letter, only becauſe it ought to 
been concealed from __ ar frequent interrup- 
of amorous imp ItIcnce; t lie faint ex potty LATIONS of 


' 1 | A 
oluntary flave; the 1mperiou * wyhtinels of a tyrant 


1 *E. . 1 


thout power; the d. 1 * cHection of the yIEidng rebel 


1 fate and freewill; and his wile wilh to loſe his rea- 


1 a5 { JON as he find 5 N niclt about to d o what he Can 


pe u: de h15 real: On 1 appro“ Cy Ale turcly ſuſſicient 
waken the molt to rp 1d rit; bility. 


1 


There is ſcarce a tragedy of the 5 ſt century Which 


Y 


not debaied Its moſt 11 portant incidents, and poll wed 


moſt {crious 13 is with buffoonry and mean=- 


» by , | * | . ! * * 188 * ” TH. | | o 
but thaugh perhaps t cannot be pretended that the 


{ Ko ek „ Re ad 
ICNT AVC Da- added much ro tlie foliee and CiUCAacy OL 
FP * * # a ! * on © | * 1 * N 1 \ Y | 
drama, it has at leaſt been able to elcape many faults 


— Ss 


chi either ignorance 1 d overlooked or! 1ndulgences 
licenced, The later tragedies indeed have faul 

nother kind pert bs HOC deſtructive to delight, 
wh leſs open to cenfure. That perpetu il tumour of 


Ie with which every thought is now exprefled by 


y perſonage, the paucity of adventures which regue 
admits, and the unvaricd equality of flowing dia- 


ac, has taken away from our preſent writers almoſt 


' : . . a 1 * 1 . | F $ 1 
that dominion over the pafions winch was the boat 


then predeceſſors. Vet they may at tealt claim this 


mendation, that they avoid groſs faults, and that, it 
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No. CXXVI. SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 17:1, 
Nihil eſt aliud magnum quam multo minuta, 
Var. Aver 


Sands form the mountain, moments make the vear, 
You NC, 


To the Rambler. 

Sr, 
A MONG other topics of converſation which your 7 

pers fupply, I was lately engaged in a diſcuſſion 
the character given by Tranquilla of her lover Venuf 
lus, whom, notwithſtanding the ſeverity of his mir 
the greater number ſeemed inclined to acquit of unman 
or culpable timidity. 


One of the company remarked, that prudence ou?! 


to be diſtinguiſhed from fear ; and has if Venuſtulus 1 


afraid of nocturnal ady entures, no man who conſidered 
how much every avenue of the town was infeſted wit 
for why fhoult 
life be hazarded without proſpect of honour or adv 
tage? Another was of opinion, that a brave man met 


robbers, could think him blameable; 


be afraid of croſſing the river in the calmeſt weathe 
and declared, that for his part, while there were coac! 
and a bridge, he would never be ſcen tottering in a wood 


caſc, out of which he might be thrown by any begs 
agitation, or which might be overſct by accident, or net: 


ligence, or by the force of a ſudden guſt, or the ruſh 
larger veſſel, It was his cuſtom, he ſaid, to kcep t 
ſecurity of day-light, and dry ground ; 


water, or was loſt in the dark, 
The next was humbly of opinion, that if Tranqu 


had ſeen, like him, the cattle run roaring about the me 
does in the hot months, ſhe would not have thour"! 


meanly of her lover for not venturing his ſafety amo! 


them. His neighbour then told us, that for his part 


Was not aſhamed to confeſs, that he could not fee ai 
thong: 
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for jt was 4 
maxim with him, that no wiſe man ever perifhec v 
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meh it was dead, without palpitation; that he had 


driven 7 x times out of his lod 21ngs either by rats 

| that he always had a Led in the cloſct for 
| whom he calied up whenever the enemy was 
tion. Another r ee that any man; ould think 
ef diſgraced by a precipitate 1etreat from a dog, for 
e was always a poſſibility that a dog might be mad; 
ſurelv, thouah there was no danger but « t bene 


| 3 "2 « þ 1 e _ p | 
7 a fierce anminai there was more M {com in flig iT 
| : ; 
ontert. B\ all thi LC dect \FITLONS ANOTHCT WAS en- 
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been likely to incur the fame „ for among 
c animals uvon Which Nature has impreſſed detor- 
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ter rather han a beetle, 
, dir, though COvAal lice 18 univerſally defined too 
anxious an attention to perfonal fatctv, there 
be Found ſcarcelv any fear, howevet CA il ve Iti its 


de, or unreaſonable in its object, Which 11] be a 
d to characterize a coward, Fear 1 a pation which 
an teils 10 freqgue Dtl. predominant i his OVIR 
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ug. Lo be always afraid of loſing life is, indced, ſcarcely 
No nov a life that can deſerve the care of P1Cier\ ion. 
t 76 that once indulges idle icars v1 never be at reit. 
11 Vor. III. Is. Our 
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Our preſent ſtate admits only. of a kind of negative ſec; 
rity; we mutt conclude ourſelves ſafe when we ſee » 
danger, or none inadequate to our powers of oppolitin: 
Dcath indeed continually hovers about us, but hae 
commonly unſeen, unleſs we ſharpen our ſight by ultg 
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ſuade 

There is always a point at which caution, howery n ſup 
ſolicrous, muſt limit its preſervatives, becauſe one tem 

 conq| 


often counteracts another. I once knew one of the ſp. 
culatiſts of cowardice, whole reigning diſturbance v# 
the dread of houſe-breakers. His enquiries were { 
nine vears employed upon the beſt method of barring 1 
window or a door; and many an hour has he m_ 

eſtanliſhing the preference of a bolt to a lock. He 
at laſt, by the daily ſuperaddition of new expedient, 
contriv ed a door which could never be forced ; for on 
bar was ſecured by another with ſuch intricacy of fubor 
dination, that he was hünſelf not always able to diſen- 
gage them in the proper method. He was happy in th. 
fortification till, being aſced how he would cſcapc if 
was threatened by fire, he diſcovered, that with all hi 
cire and expence, he had only been aff:ſting his own de. 
ſtruction. He then immediately tore off his bolts, and 
now lcaves at night his outer-door half-locked, that ht 
may not by his own folly periſh in the flames. 
There is one ſpecies of terror which thoſe who are vn. 
willing to ſufter the reproach of cowardice have wilt 
digaified with the name of axt/pathy. A man who ta: a 
with intre; pidity of the monſters of the wilderneſs wil 
they are out of ſight, will readily confeſs his axtipat'y 
a mole, a weaſel, or a frog. He has indeed no dread 
harm op an inſect or worm, but his antipathy tum 
hem pale whenever they approach him. He behevs 
that a boat will tranſport him with as much ſafety as fl 
neighbours, but he cannot conquer his atipathy to tit aim to 
waicr. Thus he goes on without any reproach from ce u 
own reflections, and every day multiplies antipathics, 08... 
he becomes contemptible to others, and burdenſome e: 
himſelf. 
It is indeed certain, chat impreſſions of dread mif 
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netimes de unJuckily made by objects not in themſelves 
y formidable; but when fear is diſcovered to be 
well. it 15 to be eradicated like other falte opinions, 
d anti pathi es are generally ſuperable by a ſingle effort. 
F: that has been taught to ſhudder at a mouſe, if he can 
ſuade himſelf to riſque one encounter, will find his 
vn ſuperiority, and exchange his terrors for the pride 
f conqueſt, 
I am, Sir, &c. 
THRASO. 

Sr, 
§ you profeſs to extend your regard to the minute- 
neſs of decency as well as to the dignity of ſcience, 
cannot forbear to lay before you a mode of perſecution 
which I have been exiled to taverns and coffee- 
ouſes, and deterred from entcring the doors of my 
nends. 
Among the ladies who pleaſe themſelves with ſplendid 
urniture or elegant entertainment, it is a practice very 
mmon, to aſk. every gueſt how he likes the carved 
york of the cornice, or the figures of the rapet! 7 the 
nina at the table, or the plate on the ſide-board; and 
n al] occaſions to enquire his opinion of their judgment 
nd their choice. Melania has la d her new watch in 
e window nineteen times, that ſhe may deſire me to 
0k upon it. Caliſta has an art of dropping her ſnutf- 
* by drawing out her handkerchief, that when I pick 
: up I may admire it; and Fulgentia has conducted me, 
* miſtake, into the wrong room, at every viſit I have 
paid ſince her picture was put into a new frame. 
| hope, Mr. Rambler, you will inform them, that no 
jan ſhould be denied the pee lege of ſilence, or tortured 
o falſe declarations; and that though ladies may juſtly 
am to be exempt from rudeneſs, they have no right to 
force unwilling civilities. To pleaſe is a laudable and 
lezant ambition, and is properly rewarded with honeſt 
nile; but to ſeize applauſe by violence, and call out for 
mmendation, without knowing or caring to Know, 
vhether it be given from conviction, is a ſpecies of ty- 
K 2 ranny 
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rannv, by which modeſty is opprefſed and fincerits MF No. C 
rupted. The tribute « F atlmiration, thus eX4Ete 0 g GO 


- una ind 1mportunity, « iHers from the reſpect Co 
to ſilent merit, as the plunder Or a pirate from the 1 
chant's profit, N 

1 am, &c. J on 
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7 OUR great predeceſſor, the Spectator, endeavor | polit 
to diffuſe among his female readers a dehre of | grams 
ledue; nor can I charge you, mouge you do not + which 
equally attentive to the ladies, with ende avouring format 
CUT; agt them from ans i table parfu it. But howe Ius, or 
either he or yoa n ay excitt our cur. 1 y, vou Hate! form: 
yer | Okay us how it may be grathed, The w arked 
ems to have formed an univertal co nfpiracy again putatie 
oder ſtanding Our qQueltions are ſuppo led not to EX!) ct proc 
aniwers, Our arguments are confuted with a jeſt, and fe ſelde 
are treated like beit 188 ho trantgreis the limits of It is 
nature whenever we aſpire to icrioulſucts or 11 prove rance 11 
ment. Jr abili 
I enquired yeſterday of a gentleman eminent for aſir- ailed, * 
nomical Kill, what made the du long in ſummer, zu ey be: 
ſhort in winter; and was told tliat nature protracted ti: Wiogue o 
days 1n fummer, leſt ladies ſhould want time to wail ical 
the park; and the nights in winter, leſt they ſhould : eu add 
have hours  Suflicier At to {pend at the card-table, The 
| hope you do not doubt but I heard ſuch in forma laud 
with Wo contewpt, and I defire you to diicover tot body 
great maſter of ridicule, that I was far from wanting: clocit 
intelligence which he could have given me, | alxcd ! perpe 
queſtion with no other intention than to ſet him fe ob 
from the necellity of ſilence, aud give him an oppor 1 
nity of mingling on equal terins with a polite a ailem', W=ecat 1 
trom which, however uncaſy, he could not then eco, eb. 
by a kind introduction of the only {ubject on v\ 111 ura 
believed him able to {peak with propriety. at fl 
ann, Kc. ly | 
GENEROSA. and th 
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kE: Coepiſti melius quam definis : ultima primis 
| | Cedunt; diſſimiles hic vir, et ille puer. Ovivp. 


Succeeding years thy early fame deftroy ; 
Too, who begai'fi a man, wilt end a boy. 


OLITIAN, a name eminent among the reſtorers of 
polite literature, when he. publiſhed a collection of 
igrams, prefixed to many of them the year of his aye 
l which they were compoſed. He might deſign by this 
2 either to boaſt the early maturity "of huis ge- 
, Or tO conciliate indul; gence to the puerllity of his 
Ie But hatever was his mtent, it is re- 
arked by Scaliger, that he very little promoted his own 
— 1 he fell below wy promite. which his 
| productions had given; and in the latter part of his 
fe ſeldom equalled the ſallies of his yourh. 
It is not uncommon for thoſe w ho at their firſt en- 
rance into the world were diſlinguiſhed tor attainments 
Ir abilities, to diſappoint the hopes which thev had 
aſed, and to end in negle#t and obſcurity that life which 
hey began i in celebrity and honour, To the long cata- 
gue of the inconveniences of old age, which moral and 
nical writers have fo copivully diſplayed, may be of- 
en added the lois of fame. 
The advance of the human mind towards any obfect 
pf laudable purſuit, may be compared to the progreſs of 
; „dy driven by a blow. It moves for a time with vr-t 
22 and vigour, but the force of rhe frſt impulſe 
perpetually decreaſing, and though it hould encounter 
do obſtacle capable of quelliag it by afudden ſtop, the te- 
Jitance of the medium through which it paſſes, and the 
nent inequalities of the ſmootheſt ſurface, will in a ſhore 
| t by contiaued retardation v bolly OV er power it. Some 
bi drances will be found ia every ro: d of life; but he 
dat fixes his eyes upon any th ling at a dittance, necet- 
lv loſes fight of a har fill up the intermediate ſpace, 
azad therefore ſets forward u ty and contiden 
1 ner 


0 — — 
n 


OCONEE nn ii Fe * tos 
2 TE: Ws | Es 
5 156 THE RAMBLER, 
ET nor ſuſpects a thouſand obftacles by which he aftery: 
1 finds his paſſage embarraſſed and obſtructed. Son, 
* indeed ſtopt at once in their career by a fudden fl; 
. calamity, or divertcd to a different direction by 
* crols impult ſc of lome violent pallion but far the g. 
. part languith by ſlow degrees, deviate at firſt into! av n 
9 obliquitics, and themſelves ſcarcelv perceive at what! | thel 
0 their ardour forſook them, or when they loſt fight joſit y 
oo” their original deſign. art v 
4 Wearineſs and negligence are perpetually pre ral „ at 
* by ſilent encroac hments, atfiſted by different cauls, rech 11 
No not obſerved till they cannot, without great dithcu! lange 
* be oppoſed. Labour neceſſarily requires pau 1 „f 5 
| and relaxation; and the deliciouſneſs of caſe comms tes 
' makes us unwilling to return to labour. We, per not! 
j prevail upon ourfelves to renew our attempts, u and 
T eagerly liſten to every argument for frequent interp the d 
x tions of amuſement; for when indolence has | t qt 
We entered upon the mind. it can ſcarcely be diſpoſſeſſed claim 
* by fuch efforts as very few are willing to exert. It 15 
I It is the fate of induſtry to be equally endangere! es 
"0 miſcarriage and ſucceſs, by conditions and deſp:mduy uid | 
0 He that engayes in a great undertaking with a {le ro la 
"OY nion of its facility, or too high conceptions of hi :aled 
* ſtrength, is eaſily diſcouraved by the firſt hindran it he 
* his advanccs, becauſe he had promiſed himſelf an end] 
2 and perpetual progreifion without impediment or diſtu t kr. 
2 ance; when unexpected interruptions break ia ers 
, 6 him, he 1s in the ſtate of a man ſurpriſed by a tem * ny 1 
7 where he purpoſed only to baſk in the calm, or ſp jul! 
* the ſhallows. A mw 
* It is not only cemmon to find the diſſiculty of an ch 
terprize Freater, 2U the profit lets, than Nope ter h. 
8 pictured it. Youth enters the world with very ha wind, 
WR”, prejudices in her own favour, She jmavines herſelf! fe, vv 
* only certain of accomplithing every adventure. h . | allo 
=. obtaining thoſe rewards which the nccomF Il Othi 
LY ma V deſerve. She 18 nor caſily 0 erfu; ded to | EVE: KiVCS 
5 *. force of merit Can e reſiſt cd 5 * bh 1 58 f | the 
rice, zor its luſtre darkened by cavy and maliguity. lutues 
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gu got vet learned that the moſt evident cums to praiſe or 


went may be reqecte be maſſce agamſt convieton, 


indolence * thut CNXAININATHIIN thut ev MAY DEC 


mes dActcated by artihices, ant { NELINESs overborne 


re -lamour; that in the nnagled numbers of mankind, 

| | 1 need 0 other PrOVOCATION tO ente th in tat they 

tt | hemfelves excelled ; that others have Ce Hed their 

hi ofitry, and confider every man he als the mouth of 

we with a new name, as an intruder upon ther re- 

11! „ and diſturber of their repoſe; that ſome are en- 

', | Im co mp! cat ons of interclt which thev wn W1Nne 

cus nvered bv every innovation; that many! eld them— 

| ES UP implicitly to CvVerY TC} ort which hatred d He- 

mg tes or folly ſcatters; and thi it whoever atpires to 

e notice of the public, has in almoſt every man an ene— 

ur and a rival, and muſt firugyle with the oppoiition 

'Pt the daring, and clude the ſtratagems of the nmorous, 

Of l quicken the frigid : and (often the obdurate, mult 
(1 um per verſeneſs and inform ſtupicitv. 

It is no u ond cr that when the [1 ofpect of reward I 15 

iſhed, the zeal of e thould ceale; for who 

' uld pct rſevere to Cl ültivate the {oil which he has, atrer 

0 labour, difcovct wh to be barren! He Who hath 

; 0 fed himſelf with anticipated praiſes, and expected 

t he ſhould meet in every place with patronage or 

endihip, will ſoon remit his vigour, when he huds 

t from thoſe who defirce to be c. 1dered as his ad- 

C1'S nothing can be hoped hut cold civiiity, and that 

NM ny 1 iſe to own his exce: ence, cit they ſhould be 

Ort ſtly expected to rew ard it. 

15 Man, thus cut © H from the prof pe. et Ear port to 

n Cf oh his addrets and fortitude had been em len ed to 

f Fer him, often abandons himtclt to chance the to the 


* 


fe, without reſolution 0 make another cflort, till he 1s 
allowed up bv the g. ph of mortality. 
Others are betraved to = je {ame deſertion of them- 
ves by a contrary fall! It was ſaid of Hannibal, 
the wanted nothing to 2 completion of his m- tial 
ſutucs, but that when he had gained a victory he * ould 
IOW 
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know how to uſe it. The folly of deſiſting too ff. 


from ſucceſsful = Seek] and the haſte of enjoying x 
vantages before they are ſecured, is often fatal to ms 
of impetuous defire, ro men whoſe conſciouſneſs of 
common powers fills them with preſumption, and 
(having borne oppoſition down before them, and | 

mulation panting behind) are early perſuaded to im- 
gine that they have reached the heights of 
and that now, being no longer in danger from co 
titors, they may paſs the reſt of their days in the cn 
ment of their acquiſitions, in contemplation of their gn 
ſuperiority, and in attention to their own e 
look unconcerned from their eminence upon the ta, 
and coit-ntions of meaner beings, 

It is not ſufficiently conſidered in the hour of exultz. 
tion, that all human excellence is comparative; that 
man performs much but in proportion to what other Wl! 
accompliſh, or to the time and opportunities which hae . 


0. #4 


been allowed him; and that he who ſtops at any ou die. 
of excellence is every day finking in eſtimation, becai Which ri; 
his improvement grows continually more incommentv Ws !::/i; 
rate to his life, Yet, as no man willingly quits opinie 
favourable to himſelf, they who have once b:en uf e 
celebrated, imagine that they ſtill have the ſame peter dens 
ſions to regard, and ſeldom perceive the — of 
their character while there is time to recover it. Ne-. ſecre 
thing then remains but murmurs and remorſe; for ite e. 
ſpendthrift's poverty be embittered by the reflection thi at mini 
he once was rich, how muſt the 1dler's obſcurity tt WF None 
clouded by remembering that he once had luſtre r fer 

Theſe errors all ariſe from an original miſtake of tl! erſu 
true motives of action. He that never extends his vic of | 
beyond the praiſes or rewards of men, will be dejet has 
by neglect and envy, or infatuated by honours aud ict 
plauſe. But the conſideration that life is only depot hi: 11 
in his hands to be employed in obedience to a mate t an 
who will ee his endeavours, not his ſucceſs, won If the 
have preſcrved him from trivial elations and difcours! e. eler 
ments, and enabled him to proceed with conſtancy s wor 
cheerſuloe ſs, neither encryatcd by commendation, nor i jv; 


umidated by cenſure. | 
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then ii writers who have undertaken the taff. of recon- 
have ciliag mankind to their preſent ſtate, and reheving 


1 1:0 87 
roduced by Tune VATIOUS UG tribut LOL of 


pot le dicontent | 
Call. efrial advantages, frequently remind us that we e judge £ 
-nfv- Ws hl of good and evil; that we view only the ſu— 
11073 cles of life, and determine of the whole by a cry 
mil part; and that in the condition of men It Freque: tly 
ten- dens, that grief and anxict; lie hid under the golden 
Jn GU Y of prof} erty, and the 2 loom Of ( alamiry 18 cheered 
No- ret radiations of hope and comfort; as in the works 
f the nature the | DOY 1s {ome times covered wirh ov CIS, and 
that mine concealcd in the barren crags. 
te None but thole who have learned the art of ſubjecting 
r ſenſes as well as reaſon to hypothetical 15 tems, can 
the er ſuaded by the moſt i; -cious rhetorician that the 
Vie of life are e. 9 al; vet it cannot be demied tha: e 
bed nas * peculiar ple: iſurcs and vexations, that? exter- 
| 0 iccidents operate V: rioufly upon difterent minds, and 
{ited no man can exactly judge from his own ſenſations 
(ter t another would f-el in the fame circumſtances, 
ound f the general diſpoſition of things be eit1 mated by the 
age elentarion which every one makes of his own ſtate, FR 
W- world muſt be confidered as the abode of forrow and -& 
T: Ay for how few can forbear to re late their troubles Wo. 
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"IANS: and diſtreſſes! If we judge by the account which 

3 4 be obtained of every man's fortune from others, 

a 3 ; be concluded that we are all placed in an elyſian r res 

5 hs erſpread with the luxuriance of plenty, and fan! 

2 N * the breczes of fe city; ſince 1: arcely any compl: 

53 uitered without cenſure from thoſe that hear it, and 
n moſt all are allowed to have obtained a proviſion at 
Ds adequate to their virtue or their underſtanding, to 
A . oy 
86 7 1 either more than they deſerve, or more than they of 
_ We are either born with ſuch diſſimilitude of te 


and inclination, or receive ſo many of our ideas and 
- == nions from the ſtat 
oo the griefs and cares of one part of mankind ſeem t. 
other hy rpocrily, tolly, and afſectation. Every c. 
ſocicty has its cant of lamentation, which is underh 
or regarded by none but themſelves; and every] 

life has its uneafinefſs, which thoſe who do nut! 
them will not conmilerate. An event which ſpread 


fraction over half the commercial world, 


tlie nerves of a thoutand ſtockjobbers, is read by 
landlord and the farmer with frigid indifference. 
affair of love, which fills the young breaſt with incel 
alrernations of he-pe and fear, and ſteals away the ni ni 
and day from every other pleaſure or n F 
garded by them whoſe patlions time has extinguil 
an amuſement which can properly raiſe-neither jo! 
ſorrow; and though it may be ſuffered to fill the vac 


or intereſt. 
He that never had any other defire than to fill a « 
with money, or to add another manor to his eſtate, 


Company but to make a b. gang 2. — be aſtoniſhet 
hear of beings known among the polite and gay b. 
denomination of wits 
olity, or grin with — 
who * we no with but to 


at the mention of | 


an. wb — Tv 1 
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e of life in which we are engaged, 


aſſembles 
trading companies in councils and commitrees, and ſha 


of an idle moment, ſhould always give way to pru 


never gricved but at a bad mortgage, or enrertallic 


How would he gape with Cl 


| ſpeak what was never [6 
= before; who, if they happen to inherit wealth, often! 
hault their patrimonies in treating thoſe who will 
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ich 1 talk; and if they are poor, neglect opportunities of 
roving their fortunes for the pleature t of making ot ers 
. Hou ſlowly would he believe that there are 


a who would rather loſe a legacy than the reputation 
* diſtich; who think it lets diſgra- e tO want money 
ar tepartee; whom the vexation of having been foiled 
1 at conteſt of raillery is ſometimes ſufficient to deprive 
0 ecp; and who would eſteem it a lighter evil to miſs 
v co Wrofitable bargain by ſome accidental delay, than not 


#* we thought of a ſmart reply till the time of produc. 
t was paſt! How little. would he futpeCct that this 


and A 
ed | of idleneſs and frolic enters every aflembly with a 
'n to Ming boſom, like a litigant on the day of deciſion, and 
e ves the probability of applauſe with the anxiety of 
dent Wonſpirator whoſe fate depends upon the next nt ht; 
„be ct the hour of retirement he carries home, under a 
ne of airy negligence, a heart laccrated with envy, or 
14, Wr: fed with ailappointment; and immures himſef in 
ples! clolet, that he may diſencumber his memory at lei- 
4 (WF. review the progreſs of the day, ftate with accuracy 
sor gain of reputation, and examine the cauſes of 


Þ» Wtalure or ſucceſs ! 
[et more remote from common conceptions are the 


wes erous and reſtleſs anxieties by which female happi - 
t. bs particularly diſturbed, A ſolitary philoſopher 
hes, d imagine ladies born with an exemption from care 
Jr ſorrow, lulled in perpetual quiet, and feaſted with 
Vac aged pleaſure; for what can interrupt the content 
1480's upon whom one age has laboured after another 

nfer honours and accumulate immunities; thoſe to 
10 1 rudeneſs is intamy, and inſult is cowardice; whoſe 
.. commands the brave, and whoſe tmiles ſottea the ſe- 
ee; whom the ſailor travels to adorn, the ſoldier bleeds 
nee efead, and the poet wears out life to celebrate; who 
65 n tribute from every art and ſcience, and for whom 


who approach them endeavour to multiply delights, 
bout requiring from them any return but willingucſs 
e pleaſed ! 

urely, among theſe favourites of nature, thus unac- 
nted with toll and danger, Felicity muſt have fixed 
her 
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hcr reſidence; they muſt know only the changes of g 
vivid or more gentle jovs; their life muſt always y 
either to the flow or ſprightly melody of the lyte of 
nels; they can never aſſemble but to pleaſure, Or n 
bur to peace. 

Such would be the thoughts of every man who ſh 
hover at a diſtance round the world, and know it 
bv conjecture and ſpeculation. But experience willf 
diſcover how eaſily thoſe are diſguſted who have 
made nice by plenty, and render by indulgence. 
4 ſoon ſee to how many dangers power is e. 

vhich has no other guard than youth and beau! 
UT eaſily that tranquillity is moleſted which can 
be ſmoothed with the ſongs of flattery. It is im 
to ſupply wants as faſt as an idle imagination may h 
to form them, or to remove all inconve encies by \ 
elegance refined into im patience may 3 offended. N 
are ſo hard to pleaſe as thoſe whom ſatiety of p/c*! 

makes weary of themielves; nor any fo read:ly pro: 
as thoſe who have been always courted with an oaks | 
of civility, 

There are indeed ſome ſtrokes which the envy 0 
aims immediately at the fair. The miſtreſs of Ce: 
went for her {parron man centuries ago; and Jap. 
will be ſometimes fick in the prefent age, Then. 
ſhionable brocade is ſubject to ſtains; a pinner, th 
of Bruſſels, may be torn by a carclefſs waſher; a pit 
may drop from a watch; or the t. jumph of a new | 
may be interrupted on the firſt day of its enjoymen 
all diſtinctions cf dreſs Unexpect tedly obliterated by 
neral mournins, 

Such is the Rate of every age, every ſex, and cr 
condition; all have their cares, either from nary 
from folly: and whoever, therefore, finds himk« 
clined to envy another, ſhould remember that h. 
not the real condition which he deſires to obtain, u 
certain that, by indulging a vicious palſzon, he m 
ſen that happineſs which he thinks already too ſpa 
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—— x Unc, o rurc, Dxdale, dixit, 
Mater am, dua hs 3 us, habes, 
Poſitdet in terras, et pofndet =quora Minos. 
Nec tellus usſtræ, nec patet une la foot 
K ett if iter Io: Ck lo tent thimus Ie. 
Da veniam coepto, Jupiter alte, meo. Ovrs, 


- 1 . * 8 * 
Now Dedalus, behold, by fate aſſgn'd, 
. N * . 1 Ws . 4 

talk proportion'd to thy mighty mind 
. . 1 1 8 1 * 
0 nguird bars on carth and fra withſtand; 

Wy po g 1 

Thinc, Minos, is the main, and thine the land, 


. 
| 
| kes are open—let vs try tae kics: 
Forgive, Grea! þ Ve, Ut Garrng ecnlerprize., 
wt — 4 


OR ALIS TS, like other writers, inſtead. of caſting 
their eyes abroad in the Iwing world, and endea- 
to form maxims of practice and new hints of 
v, coatent their curiolity with that fecond; wv knows 
which books A; rd, and th nk then | fi ves entitled 

eren e DY a neo arran: Zement of an ancient v 1 mn, 

new hn pray n of cſtabliſhed principles. The lage 
cepts of the nirſt inſtructors i the world are tran(- 
from age to age with little variation, and echoed 

1 one author to another, not perhaps without ſome 

of their original force at every repercutſion, 

| Know not whether any other reaſon than this idle- 

dot imitation can be afigned for that uniform and con- 

tpartiality, by which ſome vices have hitherto elcaped 
We, and lome virtues wanted recommendation; nor 
| diſcover why elſe we have been warned only againſt 

t of our enemies, while the reſt have been fuftcred ro 
upon us without nctice; why the heart has on one 

been doubly fortified, and laid open on the other to 

rſions of error, and the ravages of vice. 

zmong the favourite topics of moral declamation, 
be numbered the miicarriages of imprudent bold 

o and the tully of attempts beyond our power, Every 

Pe 
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page of every philoſopher is crowded with example 
remerity that ſunk under burthens which the fand, 
herſelf, and called out enemies to battle by 
was deſtroyed. 

Their remarks are too juſt to be diſputed, and! 
ſalutary to be rejected; but there is Iikewiſc ſome da 
leſt timorous prudence ſhould be inculcated till cou 
and enterprize are wholly repreſſed, and the mind 
gealed in perpetual inactivity by the fatal 1nflucncg 
frigorific wiſdom. 

Every man ſhould, indeed, carefully compare his * 
with his undertaking ; for though we ouglit not tc 
only for our own fakes. and thous h therefore dange 
difficulty ſhould not be avoider} merely becauſe we n 
expoſe ourſelves to miſery or dilgrace, yec it ma 
juſtly required of us not to throw away our lives 
inadequare and hopeleſs deſigns, fince we might, by : 


11 f i 5 
een, 


eſtimate of our abilities, become more ulcful to ni 


kind, 

There 1s an irrational contempt of danger which 
proaches nearly to the folly, if not the guilt, of {11 
there is a ridiculous perſeverance in unpra*t 
ſchemes, which is juſtly puniſhed with ignominy anc 
proach. But in thę wide regions of probability, v. 
are the proper province of prudence and ejection, the 
is always room to deviate on either ſide of recti 
without ruſhing againſt apparent abſurdity ; ; and 2 
ing to the inclinations of nature, or the imprcſlio: 
precept, the daring and the cautious may move in 
ferent directions without touching upon raſhne(> 
cowardice. 


That there is a middle path which it is every ma 


duty to find and to keep, is unanimouſly confeſled ; 
it is likewiſe acknowledged, that this middle path 1s 
narrow, that it canaot eatily be diſcovered, 
beaten, 'that there are no certain marks by which ite 


be followed; the care, therefore, of all thoſe who co 
duct others has been, that whenever they decline i 


obliquitics, they ſhould tend towards the fide of lafet) 


£encers 


and fo It 


It can, indeed, raiſe no wonder that temerity has bet 
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MP erally cenſured ; for it is one of the vices with which 
ald can be charged, and which therefore great numbers 
en ready to condemn. Ir is the vice of noble and ge- 
us minds, the exuberance of magnanimity, and the 
don of genius; and is therefore not regarded with 
© 141 :Wch tenderneſs, becauſe it never flatters us by that ap- 
| COU ance of ſoftneſos and imbecility which is commonly 
ind, dellary to conciliate compathon. But if the ſame at- 


cnc non had been applied to the ſearch of arguments 
aſt the folly of preſuppoſing impoſſibilities, and an- 


his for ating fruſt ration, I know not whether many would 
1 to have been rouſed to uſefulneſs, who, having been 
"LEE! ohr to contound prudence with timiditv, never ven- 
"© cd to excel, left they ſhould unfortunately fail 


ma, lt is neceſſary to diſtinguiſh our own intereſt from that 
chers; and that diſtinction will perbaps aſſiſt us in 
by 2 ng the juſt limits of caution and adventurouſneſs. In 
0 1428 undertaking that involves the happineſs or the ſafety 

many, we have certainly no right to hazard more than 


1c! "FF allowed by thoſe that partake the danger; but where 
1460 ourſelves can ſufler by miſcarriage, we are not con- 
ed by fuch narrow limits; and ſtill lefs is the approach 
41 " temerity, when numbers will receive advantage by 


"11 ccess, and only one be incommoded by failure. - 
I, the Men who are generally willing to hear precepts by 
ich eaſe is favoured ; and as no reſentment is raiſed 
cc general repreſentations of human folly, even in thoſe 
10" ho are molt eminently jealous of comparative reputa- 
m con, we confeſs, without reluctance, that vain man is 
c Meorant of his own weaknels, and therefore frequently 
ſumes to attempt what he can never accompliſh ; but 
mag ought likewiſe: to be remembered, that man is no 
ignorant of his own powers, and might perhaps 
my T7 accompliſhed a thouſand deſigns which the preju- 
bus of cowardice reſtrained him from attempting. 
i !t 15 obſerved in the golden verſes of Pythagoras, that 
ger is never far from nccethiry.% The vigour of the 
man mind quickly appears, when there is no longer 
p ice for douht and heſitation, when difſidence is abs 
led in the ſenſe of danger, or overwheimed by ſome 
25 3 2 reſiſtlels 
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reſiſtleſs paſſion. We then ſoon diſcover that dig,. 
is, for the molt part, the daughter of idleneſs; tu. 
obſtacles with which our wa ſeemed to be obiti: 


were only phantoms, which we believed rea!, bu N 
we durit not advance to a clole examination ; and A 
Icarn that it is unpotlible to determine without « 82 
ricnce how much conſtancy may Engure, or perſesd U 
perform. " 
But whatever plcaſure may be found in the reviev 1 
diſtreſſes when art or courage has furmounted them, f R 
will be perſuaded to with that they may be au abc Cd C 
want or terror to the conviction of their own abi N 
Every one ſhould therefore endeavour to invigorate | 1 
ſelf by reaſon and reflection, and determine to excit! 1 
latent force that nature may have repotited in him, 4 
fore the hour of exigence comes upon him, and com, 8 
hon ſhall torture him to diligence, It is below the, } 
nity of a reaſonable being to owe mn ſtrength to ne 1 
ſity which ouglit always to act vt the call of choice, I 
to need any other motive to induſtry than the deli. 
performing his duty, 
Reflections that may drive away away 9p cannot | &. 
wanting to him who conſiders how much life is nov 00 
vanced beyond the ſtate of naked, vnditciplned, uur (4! 
tructed nature. Whatever has been effe cd for combi: 
nience or elegance, while it was vet unknown, was no 
heved impollible; and therefore would never have bu need 
attempted, lad not ſome, more daring than the tet, ate 
ventured to Lid defiance to prejudice and cenſure. s 
is there yet any reaſon to doubt that the fame jab . 
would be rewarded with the ſame fuccels. Ther bent t 
qualities in the products of nature yet undiſcovered, + | an 
combinations * the powers of art yet untried. 42 12 
duty of ev ery man tv endeavour that ſomething ms eie: 
added by his ind uſtry to the hereditary aggregate as 
knowled ge and hap neſs. To add much can indeed id! 
the lot of few, but to add ſomething, however lutte * 
everv one may hope; and of every honeſt endeavour, | of my 
is certain, that, however unſucceſsful, it will be at Me 
rewarded. lome 
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| i Non fic prata novo vere decentia i! 
128 Altatis calidæ diſpoltat vapor, t 
it e Se vit ſolſtitio cum medius dics : 0 | 
i Ut ſulgor teneris qui radiat gents | 
Momento rapitur, nullaque non dies 4 
View Formon tpolium corperts abſtulit. _ 
m. f Res eſt forma fogax. Qis fapicns bono 8 
Dee Contdat tragili ? 5 SENECA» *1 | 
© | Not faſter in the ſammer's ray —_— 
F< The tpring's frail beauty fades away, - 
han anguiſh and decay conſume : 
13 The frat thing virgin's rof; bloom. $ 
wa Some beauty's ſnatch'd each day, each hour; 1 | 
NC F or beauty is a fleeting flow' 9 2 1 
net hen how can wilden e'er confide 1 | 
In beauty's momentary pride? ELPHINS TON ö 
To the Rambler. bl 
1 Sr, | 9 
P 70U have very lately obſerved, that in the numerous 1 
5 1 ſubdiviſions of the world, every clals and order of 4 
011k ind have joys and forrows of their own 3 we all 3 
| hourly pain and plealure from events which paſs "8 
heeded before other CYcS, but can ſcarcely Commu-— 4 
1 :3te our Perceptions to N inds preoccupied by different } 
\ *s, any more than the delight of well-diſpoſed co- 4 
8 or harmonious tounds can be imparted to ſuch as =_ 
kent the ſenſe of he:ring or af ſight. 4 
am ſo ſtrongly convinced of the juſtneſs of this re- 4 
erk, and have on ſo many occaſions diſcovered how I 
de attention pride looks upon calamity of which ſhe } 
, us herſelf not in danger, and indolence liſtens to | 
Priplatat when it is not echoed by her own remem- 
55 ance, that though 1 am about to lav the occur ences | 
" my life before vou, I qu eſtion whether you will con- 8 
cend to peruſe my nar! VE, or without the help of 
" me female ſpeculatiſt be a ble to underſtand it. : 
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J was born a beauty. From the dawn of reaſon I 
my regard tuined wholly upon myſelf, nor 
lect any thing earlier than praiſe and admiration. 
mother, who face had luckily advanced her to ac 
dition above her birth, thought no evil fo great as det 
mity. She had not the power of imagining an\ * 
defect than a cloudy complexion, or diſproportio 
features; and therefore contempl; ted me as an ati 
blave of all that 8 raiſe envy or deſire, and 
dicted with triumphant fondaels the extent of my C01 
queſts and the number of my flaves 

She never mentioned any of my young ac 
bcfore but to remark how much they fell below! 
pcrfettioa; how one would have had a fine f 
that her eyes were without luſtre ; how another ſtruc 
the ſight at a diſtance, but wanted my hai 
a nearer view; another diſgraced an ant {have u 
a brown ſkin; ſome had ſhort fingers, and others dit D 
in a v rong place. 

As the expected no happineſs nor advantage but f. 
beauty, ſhe thought ndilung but beauty worthy of br 
care; and her maternal kindneſs was chiefly execci{ 
in contrivances to protect me from any accident that 
might deface me with a ſcar, or ſtain me with a frec 
ſhe never thought me ſulhcic ws {ſhaded from the un, 
or icreened from the fire, She was 1evere or indu}-ct 
with no other intention than the prefervation of m 
form ; ſhe excuſed me from work, left I ſhould lem. 
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hang down my head, or harden my finger wit 
needle ; ; the ſnatched aw; ay my book, becauſe a vou 
lady in the neighh ourhood had made her eyes red u. 


rc; ng by a candle ; ; bur ſhe would fcarceiy ſufler me 

elt 1 thould ſpoil my ſhape, nor 
ne uld (well my ancle with a ſprain. 
ac curately ſurveyed from head to foot, d! 


of the day - and was never permitted to: cep till! 
paſſed through the coſmetic diſcipline, part of which 


a regular luſtration performed with bean- flower w? 


and May-dews; my hair was perfumed with variety d 


Ugh * 


to Walk, leit! 
At night 1 w 
Icft ] hould nt 
ſuffered any diminution of my charms in the adventurd 
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nevents, by ſome of which it was to be thickened, and 
others to be curled. The ſoftneſs of my hands was 
cured by medicated gloves, and my boſom rubbed with 
made prepared by my mother, of virtue to diſcul pim- 
es, and to clear diſcolo urations. 

was always called up carly, becauſe the morning air 
pives a frethnels to the cheeks; but i was placed he hind 
curtain in my mother's chamber, becauſe the neck is 
taſily tanncd by the riling fun. I was then dreſſed with 

a thouſand precautions, and again heard my own praiſes, 

and triumphed in the compliments and prognoſtications 
of all that approached me. 

My mother was not ſo much prepoſſeſſed with an opi- 
nion of my natural exccllencies as not to think fome cul- 
ti ation neceſſary to their completion. She took care 
that I ſhould want none of the accompliſhments included 
in female education, or conſidered neceflary in fathiona- 

ble life. I was looked upon in my ninth year as the 
chief ornament of the dancing-matlter's ball; and Mr. 
Ariet uſed to reproach his other ſcholars with my per- 
formances on the harplichord. At twelve 1 was remark» 
able for playing my cards with great elegance of manner 
and accuracy of judgment. 

At laſt the time came when my mother thought me 
perfect in my exerciſes, and qualified to diſplay in the 
open wor d thoſe accompliſhments which h: id vet onl 
been diſcovered in ſelect parties, or domeſtic aſſemblies. 
Preparations were therefore made for my appearance on 
a public night, which ſhe conſidered as the moſt import- 
ant and critical moment of my life. She cannot be 
charged with neglecting any mcans of recommendation, 
or lcaving any thing to chance which prudence could 
acertain, Every ornament was tried in every polition, 
every friend was conſulted about the colour of my dreſs, 
and the mantua-makers were harraſſed with directions 
and alterations, 

At laſt the night arrived from which my future life 
was to be reckoned, I was dreſſed and ſent out to con- 
quer, with an heart beating like that of an old knight- 
errant at liis tirft fally, Scholars have told me of a Spar- 
Lan 


— 


F 
»4. &# 4 "hed 8 —_— LY — 4 = 


— 
* 


— 


— 


2 bw 


* rates hc + 


— 


1 


deln 8 
* 8 


— 5 


—_ - 


* 
f 


1200 by 2 
3 a= + e == Lay _ _ 


f M4. 8 


WEE 


ET FRE 


_ OS 
N 


e 


2 . 
= 4 7 = = = 91 9229 24 
r = * 3 1 
ne * ro +» * 
. 2 - "ut Ta SI. 
| : tb = e 


r 
= i, 
oats l Ls 


N N 
* 


e 5 * 16 LY . b 
FRET © wal” 99 = jp. j = 
ed LES TUES 
a” bn TO” n _- 
ay _ 8 


__ 


1 


120 THE RAMBLER, 


tan matron, who, when ſhe armed her ſon for battle, 
bade him bring back his ſhield, or be brought upon ir, 
My venerable parent diſmifſed me to a field, in her oh. 
nion, of equal glory, with a command ro ſhew that I vg 
her daughter, and not to return withcut a lover. 

I went, and was received like other pleaſing noveltic, 
with a tumult of applauſe. Every man who valuc/ 
himſelf upon the graces of his perſon, or the elegance if 
his addreſs, crowded about me, and wit and tplendr 
contended for my notice. I was delightfully fatigued 
with inceſſant civilitics, which were made more picafing 
by the apparent envy of thoſe whom my preſence expoled 
to neglect, and returned with an attendant equal in rauk 
and wealth to my utmoſt wiſhes. and from this time ſtœcd 
in the firſt rank of beauty, was followed by gazers in tlc 
Mall, celebrated in the papers of the day, imitate by 
all who endeavoured to rife into faſhion, and centurd 
by thoſe whom age or diſappointment forced to retire, 

My mother, who pleaſed herſelf with the hopes & 
ſeeing my exaltation, dreſſed me with all the cxubcrance 
of fincry; and when I repreſented to her that a fortune 
might be expected proportionate to my appearance, told 
me that ſhe ſhould ſcorn the reptile who could enquire 
after the fortune of a girl like ine. She adviſed me 1» 
proſecute my victories, and time would certainly beg 
me a captive who might deſerve the honour of being c- 
chained for ever, | 

My lovers were indeed ſo numerous, that I ad n9 
other care than that of determining to whom I thou'd 
ſeem to give the preference, But having been ſiead)!y 
and induſtriouſly inſtructed to preſerve my heart fron 
any impreſſions which might hinder me from confuir!”; 
my intereſt, I acted with leſs embarrafiment, because 
choice was regulated by principles more clear and cena 
than the caprice of approbation. When I had unnd 
out one from the reſt, as more worthy of encourages, 
I proceeded in my meaſures by the rule of art; and nt 
when the ardour of the firſt vißts was ſpent, genere 
found a ſudden declenſion of my influence; I felt in . 


ſelf the want of ſome power to diverſify amuſement and 
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THE RAMBLER, 121 1 
mt converſanon, and could not but ſufpeft that my A 
To d failed in performing the promiſes of my face. This 1 
4 . mon was ſoon contirined by ou, of my lovers, who j4 
* ned Lavinia with lets beauty and fortune than mine, ** 
e he thought a wife © ught to have qualities winch av | 
ties * her amiable when her bloom was paſt. 7 4 
luc The vanity of my mother would not ſufler her to diſ- - 
- if (W' 40 y defect in one that had been formed by her in- _ 
** uctions, and had all the excellence which ſhe herſelf 4 
e boaſt. She told me that nothing fo much hind red 1 
Gn YE advancement of women as literature and wit, which " 
1 4 rally frightened away thoſe that could make the beſt | 
* men ts, and drew about them a needy tribe of poets = 
YG | pmlotophers, that filled their heads with wild no— 
* ns of content, and contemplation, and virtuous obſcu- ; 
m 1s She theretore enjoined me to improve my minuct— 44 
*. p with a new French dancing-matlter, and wait the | 
, dent of the next birth-night, 
e | bad now almoſt completed my nineteenth year: if 
* charms had loſt any of their ſoftneſs, it was more 


n compenfued by additional dignity; and if rhe at- 
old cio ns of In AUCCNCE 1 c wmpaired, their place was 
% phcd | by the arts of 2!lurement, I was therefore pre- 


10 ring for a new attack, without any abatement of my 
: dence, when, in the midſt of my hopes and ſchemes, 
hs Was en t of by that dreadful malady which has fo often 
ta ſudden end to the tyranny of beauty, I recovered 

Ki heal. th after a long confinement; but when 1 locked 


4 in on that face which had deen often fluſhed with 
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f a ſport at its own reflection, and ſaw all that I had 
* ned to value, all that I had endeavoured to improve, 9 
| that had procured me honours or praiſes, irrecovera- 4 
* deſtroyed, I ſunk at once into melancholy and de- 1 
„ ence. My pain was not much conſoled or allevi- 2 
= = by my mother, who grieved that I had not loſt 4 
8 life together with my beauty; ; and declared, that ſhe s 
Þ wught a young woman, diveſted of her charms, had k 
iy thing for wh ich thoſe who loved her could deſire to | 
LE © her from the grave. 
10 Having thus continued my relation to the period from 


which 


„ 1 
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which my life took a new courſe, I ſha!l conclude | 
another letter, if by publiſhing this you ſhew any «yz 
for the corretpondence of, Sir, &c. 

V1CTOR14, 


Ne. CXXXI. TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 17351. 
Huis accede deiſque, 
Et cole felices; miſeros tvge. Sidera coelo 


Ut diſtant, flanima mari, hc utile recto. Luck 


Still follow where auſpicious fates invite; 
Carcſs the happy, and the wretched {|;git, 
Sooner ihall jarring elements unite, 
Than truth with gain, than intereſt with richt. 
F. LEWIS, 


PHERE 1 is ſcarcely any ſentiment in which, amidft t! 
innumerable varieties of inchnation that nature cr a 
cident have ſcattered in the world, we find greater nut 
bers concurring than in the with for riches; a with 
deed fo prevalent, that it may be conſidered as u 
and tranſcendental, as the defire in which all other «& 
fires are included, and of which the various purpo! 
which actuate menkind are only ſubordinate ſpecies at 
different modifications. 

Wealth is the general center of inclination, the 
to which all minds preſerve an invariable tendency, tron 


which they afterwards diverge in numberleſs directio 


Whatever is the remote or ultimate deſign, the ine 
diate care is to be rich; and in whatever enjovmen 1% 
intend finally to acquieſce, we ſeldom confi: der it 

tainable but by the means of monev, 


diſagreement but about the uſe. 
No deſire can be formed which riches de not aftil:! 
gratify. He that places his happinets in ſp lendid eq 


page or numerous dependants, in retined praile or pops 


lar acclamations, in the accumulation of curiolitie 
tlc 


Of wealth thete⸗ 
fore all unanimauſly confeſs the value, nor is there a0 
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revels of luxury, in ſplendid edifices or wide planta- 
s, malt fill either by birth or acquiſition poſſeſs 
es. They may be conſidered as the elemental prin- 
es of P. a1ure, which may be combined with endlefs 
rity; as the eſſential and neceilary ſubſtance, of 
n only the form is left to be adjuſted by choice. 
['he necetiity of riches being thus apparent, it is not 
erful that almoſt every mind has been employed in 
-2vours to acquire them; that multitudes have vied 
ts by Which lite 1s furniſhed with accommodations, 
| whieh therefore mankind may rcalonadl) be expected 
reward. 
It had indeed been happy, if this predominant appe- 
: bad operated only in concurrence with virtue, by in- 
cucing none but thoſe who were zealous to deſerve 


bat they were cayer to poſſeſs, and had abilities to im- 


re their own fortunes by contributing to the eaſe or 
poets of others. To have riches and to have merit 
ald then have been the ſame, and ſucceſs might rea- 
nably have been conſidered as a proof of excellence. 

hut we do not find that any of the wiſhes of men keep 
ſtated propoi tion to their powers of attainment. Many 


wy and deſire wealth, who can never procure it by ho- 


t induſtry or uſeful knowledge. They therefore turn 


ir eyes about to examine MG other methods can be 
and of gaining that which none, however impotent or 


maleſs, will be content to waut. 
A little enquiry will diſcover that there are nearer 
ys to profit than through the intricacies of art, or up 
b ere of labour; what wiſdom and virtue ſcarcely 
ive at the cloſe of life, as the recompenſe of long toil 
lee efforts, is brought within the reach of ſub- 
and diſhoneſty by more expeditious and compen- 
us meaſures; the wealth of credulity is an open prey 
aiſchood ; and the poſſellions of ignorance and imbe- 
v are eafly ſtolen away by the conveyances of ſecret 
tince, or ſeized by the gripe of unreſiſted violence. 
It is likewiſe not hard to diſcover that riches always 
eure protection for themſelves, that they dazzle the 


es of eng zuuu, divert the celerity of purſuit, or appeaſe 
the 
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the ferocity of vengeance. When any man is inconte 
ably known to have large poſſeſſions, very few think it 
ceflary io enquire by hat practices they were « 

the re{entment of mankind rages only againſt the. 
gles of feeble and timorous corruption; but when it 
flurmounted the fiſt oppoſition, It is afterwards ſupp 


by favour, and animated by applauſe. fille 
The proſpect oft gaining {peed ily what is are tly 1 5 
fired, and the certainty of obtaining by every accel Cd 
of ace ant age an ade J "F1ON of lecurity, I; e {0 fa Sa 
Vailed upon the patſions of mankind, that the Peg * 
ie 1s deftroyed by a general and celfant | ert LF 
riches. It is obſerved of gold, by an old eprgrammat "MH" 
that 10 have it 15 to be in fear, and 19 want it 4 | ET 
Jorr HL. I here is no Condition ' hich i 1S NO! diſquict. = | 


ther with the care of gaining or of Keeping money; 
the race of man may be divided in a political ef: 
between thoſe who are practiſing fraud, and thoſe u 
are repeiling it. 

If we contider the preſent ſtate of the world, it will 
found that all confidence is loſt among mankind; 1 
no man ventures to act where money can ie enda! 
upon the faith of another. It is nnpoſtible to tec the 
ſcrolls in which every contract is included, with alt 
appenday es of feals and atteſtation, without wond: 
at the depr:; zun y of thoſe beings, who mult on reſt! 
from Fol tion of promiſe by uch formal and 2 be: C 
dences, and prec uded from equivocatic on and n terf 
by ſuch punctilious minurencls. Among all the tat 
to which folly and wickedneſs have given occalion, 
is equally fevere with a bond or a fet tlement. 

Ot the various arts by which riches mav be 
the greater part are at the firft view it reconc 
the aus of viitue; ſome are openly flagitious, and 
tiſed not only in neglect, but in defiance of fait! 
Juſtice; and the reſt are on every hde fo entanyic vi 
dubious tendencies, and fo beter with perpetual temp 
tions, that very few, even of tho e who arc not \ Ve! 4 
doned, are able to preſerve their innocence, or can 
duce any other claim to pardon than that tlic; * e. 
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a from the right leſs than others, and have ſooner 
more diligently endeavoured to return. 
e of the chief characteriſtic s of the golden ages of 
gde in Which neither care nor danver had intruded on 
Lind, is the community of puſlethons; . and 
A totally excluded, and eVcry ti urbulent pa: hon 
ed by plenty and equality. Such were linde ed 
tunes; bur (1 uch times can return no more. Come 
ty of potſcliion mu 1 nc lude 1 Onranc [TV Of * produc» 
for what is obtained by labour will be of right the 
erty of him by whole la our it is gained. And 
1 rightful clam pleaſure or to af Muence mult be 
cured either by Tae, nduftry or uncertain haz ard, 
e will always be multitudes whom cowardice or im- 
uence Incite to more lafe and more ſpcedy im eto ds, 
ho ſtrive to pluck the fruit without cultivating the tree, 
to ſhare.the advantages of victory v itliout par taking 


* Langer rel | 
dangel 01 ue U YJartic, 

1 in the later ages, the conviction "of the danger to 
ch virtue is expoſed while the nd co itinues Open 


he influence of riches, has e, man to voss 


perpetual poverty; they have ſoppreſſed deſire be cut- 

f the poliibility of gratthcation, and ſecured their 

bv deſt ro TITH the enemies V Nom they h 1} no hope 
reducing to qui t ſubicection But by deb ring themnms 
s IL OM? evil, the V h IVE 3 (c 4 Le Nany OD ;{TUNILICS 

5 od; they have too often funk into Ctivity and 
nels: and though they have forborne to infufe lo- 


„have not fully paid their contributions to its hap- 


117 ' . 
White riches are ſo neceſſary to preſent convenience, 
uch Noe My OOtal 
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can only be ſecured from yielding to the contle 
{impulſe of covetouſnels by the preponacration of 
weable and eternal motives. Gold vill rin rhe 
ectual balance, when werrhed only againſt reputa- 
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ſented ideas which excited my curioſity, and each i 

poſed duties which terrified my apprehenſion. 
There is no temper more unpropitious to intereſt th 

deſultory application and unlimited enquiry, by whic 
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Ge, t jnter 
oY ir EXP! 
* No. CXXXII. SATURDAY, JUNE z, ne va 
* 5 ; ſuch d1 
3 Dociles imitandis cares 
Xe | Turpibus ac pravis omnes ſumus. I payed | 
5 8 ich mi 
ney The mind of mortals, in perverſeneſs ſtrong, <4 me 
* Imbibes widh di ili ö | 
I bibes widh dire docility the wrong, Antage 
5 To the Ramòlęr. ** N 
* Mr. Rambler, "Wes | 
0 I WAS bred a ſcholar, and after the uſual cout? i 
= education, found it neceflary to employ for the (ui” by 
SY port of life that learning which I had almoſt exhautt 1 * 
= my little fortune in acquiriag. The lucrative prot” ** 
_ ſions drew my regard with equal attraction; each vp? 3. © 
_ ſtructir 
* 
* 
8 


4 


the deſires are held in a perpetual equipoiſe, and th 
mind fluctuates between different purpoſes without H fort 
termination. I had books of every kind round ni" reſp 
among which I divided my time as caprice or accideﬀ'! ', © 
directed. I often ſpent the firſt hours of the day in ch,. Lr 
ſidering to what ſtudy I ſhould devote the reſt ; , 
, at laſt ſnatched up an author that lay upon the table, Ils, 8 
© perhaps fled to a coffee-houſe for 1 from tl ag" 
* anxiety of irreſolution, and the gloomineſs of ſolitude, * 
* Thus my little patrimony grew imperceptibly Ke 
Dh. till I was rouſed from my literary ſlumber by a credit 415 
8 whoſe importunity obliged me to pacify him with f = l 
* large a ſum, that what remained was not ſufficicut! us 
1 ſupport me more than eight months. I hope you vil op 
br, not reproach me with avarice or cowardice, if I ackno»: +4 Han 
* ledge that I now thought myſelf in danger of dilticl Wige 
8 and obliged to endeavour after ſome certain competence". © 
2 There have been heroes of negligence, who have [ai 22 


the price of their laſt acre in a drawer, and, without tie 


lcall 
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+ interruption of their tranquillity or abatement of 4 
ir expences, taken out one piece after another, till # 


e was no more remaining. But I was not born 
ſuch dignity of imprudence, or ſuch exaltation above 
cares and neceſſities of life: I therefore immediately 
ed my friends to procure me a little employment, 
ich might ſet me free from the dread of poverty, and AF 
rd me time to plan out ſome final ſcheme of laſting 9 
rantage. 3 
My friends were ſtruck with honeſt ſolicitude, and 4 
mediately promiſed their endeavours for my extrica- 4 
u. They did not ſuffer their kindneſs to languiſh by | 
ay, but proſecuted their enquiries with ſuch ſucceſs, 
t in leſs than a month I was perplexed with variety 
offers and contranety of proſpeCts. 
| had however no time for long pauſes of confider- 
jon ; and therefore ſoon reſolved to accept the office of 
ſtructing a young nobleman in the houſe of his father: 
went to the ſeat at which the family then happened to 
ide, was received with great politeneſs, and invited to 
ter immediately on my charge. The terms offered 
ere ſuch as I ſhould willingly have accepted, though 
fortune had allowed me greater liberty of choice: 
e reſpect with which I was treated flattered my va- 
and perhaps the ſplendor of the apartments, and 
e luxury of the table, were not wholly without 
eir influence. I immediately complied with the pro- 
„a, and received the young lord into my care. 
Having no deſire to gain more than I ſhould truly de- 
ve, I very diligently proſecuted my undertaking, and 
ad the ſatisfaCtion of diſcovering in my pupil a flexible 
emper, a quick apprehenfion, and a retentive memory. 
did not much doubt that my care would, in time, 
roduce a wife and uſeful counſellor to the ſtate, though 
hy labours were ſomewhat obſtructed by want of autho- 
ty, and the neceſſity of complying with. the freaks of 
eligence, and of waiting patiently for the lucky mo- Y 
nent of voluntary attention, To a man whoſe ima- f 
aon was filled with the dignity of knowledge, and 
whom a ſtudious life had made all the common 
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amuſements inſipid and contemptible, it was not y 
ealy to ſuppreſs his indignation, when he ſaw hj 
forlaken in the midſt of his lecture, for an opportu 
to catch an in lect, and found his inſtructions deba 
from accels to che intellectual fa culties, by the men 
of a childith frolic, or the defire of a new pl: ything, 

Thoſe vexations would have recurred leſ, frequent 
had | not his mamma, by entreatiag at one tine that 
ſhould be excuſed from a taſk as a reward for 
petty compliat nce, and withholding him from his 
another, to gratity herſelf or her viſitants ad 
city, ſhewn him that every thing was more pleain; 
more important than knowledge, and that ru; "a Was! 
be endured rather than choſen, and was only the b 
nels of thoſe hours which pleaſure left vacant, or di 
pline uſurped. 

I thought i it my duty to complain, in tender terms, 
theſe frequent avocations ; but was anſwered, that r: 
and fortune might reaſonably hope for ſome-indulgenc 
that the retardation of my pupil's progreſs would not 
imputed to any negligence or inability of mine; 
that with the ſucceſs which fatished every body elle, 
might ſurely ſatisfy myſelf. J had now done m; dur 

and without more remonſtrances continued to incu 
my precepts whenever they could be heard, gained e 7 
day new influence, and found that by degrees my ſch 
began to feel the quick impulſes of curiolity, and 
honeſt ardour of ſtudious ambition. 

At length it was reſolved to pals a winter in L. 

The lady had too much fondneſs for her fon to lin ve ti\ 
months without him, and too high an opinion of! 
wit and learning to refuſe her vanity the gratification 
exhibitiag him to the public. I remonſtrated again{ ! 
early an acquaintance with cards and company z b 
with a ſoft contem pt of my ignorance and pedantry, {ts 
{aid that he had . alre; dy confined too long wi 
tary ſtudy, and it was now time to ſhew him the wor 7 
nothing was more a brand of meannefs than balkiu 


timidity; gay freedom and elegant aſſurance were on 
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be gained by mixed converſation, a frequent inter- 
arſe with ſtrangers, and a timely introduction to 
-adid aſſemblies; and ſhe had more than once ob- 
red, that his forwardneſs and complaiſance began to 
ſert him, that he was filent when he had not ſome- 
_ ng of conſequen-e to 10. bluſhed whenever he hap- 
Need to find himſelf miſtaken, and hung down his head 
the preſence of the ladies, without the readineſs of 
ply and activity of officiouſneſs, remarkable in young 
itlemen that are bred in London. 
Again I found reſiſtance hopeleſs, and again thought 
proper to comply, We entered the coach, and in four 
ys were placed in the gayeſt and moſt magnificent 
zion of the town. My pupil, who had for ſeveral 


ears lived at a remote ſeat, was immediately dazzled 
nc. WF © thouſand beams of novelty and ſhow, His ima- 
ation was filled with the perpetual tumult of pleaſure 


hat paſſed before him, and it was impoſhble to allure 
im from the window, or to overpower by any charm of 
oquence the rattle of coaches, and the ſounds which 
hoed from the doors in the neighbourhood, In three 
ays his attention, which he began to regain, was diſ- 
urbed by a rich ſuit, in which he was equipped for the 
cception of company, and which, having been long ac- 
ſtomed to a plain dreſs, he could not at firſt ſurvey 
ithout ecſtacy, 

The arrival of the family was now formally notified ; 
erery hour of every day brought more intimate or more 
fiſtant acquaintances to the door; and my pupil was in- 
dilcriminately introduced to all, that he might accuſtom 
limſelf to change of faces, and be rid with ſpeed of his 
ruſtic diffidence. He ſoon endeared himſelf to his mo- 
ther by the ſpeedy acquiſition or recovery of her darling 
qualities; his eyes ſparkle at a numerous aſſembly, and 
his heart dances at the mention of a ball. He has at 
once caught the infection of high life, and has no other 
telt of principles or actions than the quality of thoſe to 
whom they are aſcribed. He begins already to look 
wn on me with ſuperiority, and ſubmits to one ſhort 
lellon in a week, as an act of condeſcenſion rather than 
obedience z 
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8 obedience; for he is of opinion, that no tutor 1s prope: 
. qualified who cannot ſpeak French; : and having forme 
5M Icarncd a few familiar phraſes from his ſiſter's governs 

a he is every day ſoliciting his mamma to procure h 
* foreign footman, that he may grow polite by his con 
00 ſation. Jam not vet inſulted, but find inyſelf like 
0 become ſoon a ſupé rfluous incumbrance, for my {ch 
1 has now no time for ſcience or for virtue: and the 
73 yeſterday declared him ſo much the favourite of evi 
2 company, that ſhe was afraid he would not have an hs 
8 in the day to dance and fence. 
8 I am, &c. 
8 EUMATHES, 
By 
5 A No. CXXXIII. TUESDAY, JUNE 25, 1751, 
"SH Magna quidem ſacris quæ dat præcepta libellis 
. Victrix fortune ſapientla. Dicimus autem 
. Hos quoque felices, qui ferre incommoda vitæ, 
>a Nec jactare jugum vita didicere magiſtra. Try 
; bo Let ſtoics ethics havghty rules advance, 
wy To combat fortune, and to conquer chance 
2 2 Yet happy thoſe, though not ſo learn'd are thought, 
8 Whom lite inſtructs, w ho by experience taught, 


For new to come from paſt mis fortunes look, 
Nor ſhake the yoke, which galls the more tis ſhook, 
CRKEEC 


TH | To the Ramvler. 

= Sir, 

. 7 OU have ſhewn, by the publication of my let! 
1 that you think that the life of Victoria not wh 
* . unworthy of the notice of a phi loſopher: I ſhall there 
= fore contivue my narrative, without any apology 
_ unimportance which vou have dignified, or for 1naccu* 
0 | racies which you are to correct. 

"2 . When my life appeared to be no longer in Cangeh 
K and as much of my ftrength was recovercd as « enabled 
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to bear the agitation of a coach, I was placed at a 
ing in a ne ighbour; ing village, to which my mother 
ed me with a faint embrace, having repeated her 
yy not to expoſe my face too ſoon to the fun 
W and told me, that with care I might per- 
become tolerable again. The proſpect of be- 
tolerable had very little power to elevate the ima- 
ation of one who had ſo long been accuſtomed 
praiſe and ecſtacy ; but it was ſome ſatisfaction to be 
zarated from my mother, who was inceſſantly ringing 
e knell of departed beauty, and never entered my 
m without the whine of condolance, or the grow! of 
er. She often wandered over my face, as travellers 
r the ruins of a celebrated city, to note every 
ce which had once been remarkable for a happy fea - 
re. She condeſcended to viſit my retirement, but al- 
s left me more melancholy; for after a thou- 
I aiding enquiries about my diet, and a minute exa- 
nation of my looks, ſhe generally concluded with a 
„ that I ſhould never more be fit to be leca, 
At laſt I was permitted to return home, but found no 
cat improvement of my condition; for I was im- 
toned in my chamber as a criminal, whoſe az Ppearance 
ould diſgrace my friends, and condemned to be tor- 
red jnto new beauty. Every experiment winch the 
Cciouſnels of folly could communicate, or the cre- 
ity of 1gnorance admit, was tried upon me. Some- 
nes I was covered with emollients, by which it was 


expected that all the ſcars would he filled, and my 
neeks plumped up to their former ſmoothneſs ; and 
mmnetimes I was puniſhed with artificial excoriations, in 


pes of gaining new graces with a new ſkin. The cof- 
tic ſcience was exhauſted upon me; but who can re- 
ur the ruins of nature? My mother was forced to 


e me reſt at laſt, and abandon me to the fate of 
i fallen roaſt, whole fortune the conſidered as a hopelcts 


game, no longer worthy of ſolicitude or attention. 
The condition of a young woman who has never 
wught or heard of any other excellence than beauty, 


a whom the ſudden blaſt of diſcaſe wrinkles in her 
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132 THE RAMBLER, 
bloom, is indeed ſufficiently calamitous. She ix I: is ſc⸗ 
once deprived of all that gave her eminence or poner level 
of all that elated her pride, or animated her 2. all 
vitv; all that filled her days with pleaſure, and h. MECH 
nights with hope; all that gave gladneſs to the preſ1:0n 
hour, or brightened her proſpects of futurity. It is pe 
haps not in the power of a man whoſe attention E 
been divided by diverſity of purſuits, and who has ao" © 
been accuſtomed to derive from others much of his ha; itt 
pineſs, to image to himſelf ſuch helpleſs deſtitution, ſu wel 
diſmal inanity. Every object of pleaſing contemplation | 0 
1s at once ſnatched away, and the ſoul finds every r: g 
ceptacle of ideas empty, or filled only with the memo. i** ! 
of joys that can return no more. All is gloomy prag ** 
tion, or impotent defire; the faculties of anricipatio old, I 
ſlumber in deſpondency, or the powers of pleaſu of 
mutiny for employment. con 
I was fo little able to find entertainment for myſcth = Ih 
that I was forced in a ſhort time to venture abroad, nave 
the ſolitary ſavage is driven by hunger from his cavern, hout 
] entered with all the humility of diſgrace into aſſem- e 
blies, where I had lately ſparkled with gaicty, ani * wa 
towered with triumph. I was not wholly wWithou ed m 
hope that dejeftion had miſrepreſented me to myſcl, athed 
and that the remains of my former face might yet hav" cale 
ſome attraction and influence : but the firſt circle MH 
viſits convinced me that my reign was at an end; that lite d cor 
and death were no longer in my hands; that I was no more Thu 
to practiſe the glance of command, or the frown of pro- © 
hibition; to receive the tribute of ſighs and praiſes, or be (crab 
kay tim 


ſoothed with the gentle murmurs of amorous timidity, 
My opinion was now unheard, and my propoſals weir ? 
unregarded; the narrowneſs of my knowledge and the cllio1 


mcanneſs of my ſentiments were eaſily diſcovered, eff T 
the eyes were no longer engaged againſt the judgment; with it 
and it was obſerved by thoſe who had formerly been "> 
charmed with my vivacious loquacity, that my under n 
ſtanding was impaired as well as my face, and that I van” 
no longer qualified to fill a place in any company but 1 wy 

W EXP 


party at cards. 


It 
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is |: is ſcarcely to be imagined how ſoon the mind ſinks 


powerfMW level with the condition, I, who had long cont; 
r ed all who approached me as vaffals condemned ro 
nd bþ&W&-ulate their pleaſures by my eyes, and harrafs their in- 
prefer tions for my entertainment, was in leſs than three 
Is 2 reduced to receive a ticket with profeſſions of 
on h;W&livation ; to catch with eagerneſs at a compliment; 
las nod to watch with all the anxiouſneſs of dependence, leſt 
5 ha: little civility that was paid me ſhould paſs un- 
„ ſuc bow ledged. 

atio Though the negligence of the men was not very 
ry re raling VV hen compared with vows and ad: ration, vet it 
mori far more ſupportable than the intolence of my own 
Priva For the firſt ten months after my return into the 


old, I never entered a fingle houſe in' which the me- 
ry of my downfal was not revived. At one place L 
35 5 congratulated on my own eſcape with life; at ano- 

1 heard of the benefits of carly inoculation; by ſome 
have been told in exp wreſs terms, that I am not yet 
tout my charms; others have whiſpered at my en- 
nce—* This is the cclebrated beauty.” One told me 
fa waſh that would ſmooth the ſkin; and another of- 


"at1o! 
'ature 


* elf 
, 
Vern, 
ſem. 


an 
houtf ed me her chair that I might not front the light. Some 
ſel, Woothed me with obfervation that none can tell how ſoon 
navel! cale may be her on; and ſome thought it proper to 
e offFecerve me with mournful tenderneſs, formal condolence, 
life d confolatory blandiſhments, 

noel Thus was I every day harraſſed with all the ſtrata- 
ro- ems of well-bred maligaity; vet infolence was more 
be lerable than ſolitude, and 1 therefore pe erſiſted to Keep 
tr, time at the doors of my acquaintance, without grati- 
en ing them with any appearance of reſentment or de- 


] lion, - 1 expected that their exultativn would in time 
Yapour away; that the joy of their ſuperiority would end 
nt; ith its novelty; and that I ſhould be ſuffered to glide 


cn og in my preſent form among the nameleſs multitude, 

r. Nyhom nature never intended to excite envy or admira— 
o, nor enabled to delight the eye or inflame the heart, 
us was naturally to be expected, and this I began 


lv experience, But when I was no longer agitated "by 
7 
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the perpetual ardour of reſiſtance and effort of pert 
verance, I found more ſenſibly the want of thoſe erte Xo. C 
tainments which had formerly delighted me; the H 
role upon me without an engagement, and the event 


EM cloſed in its natural gloom, without ſummoning me t: = 
1 concert or a ball. None had any care to find amuſe 
5 ments for me; and J had no power of amuſing myſei wh 
2 SENG Idleneſs expoſed me to melancholy, and life began Sha! 
* languiſh in motionleſs indifference. 
. Miſery and ſhame are nearly allied. It was not with SAT 
l | out many ſtruggles that I prevailed on myſelf to conſei whic 
nl my uneaſineſs to Euphemia, the only friend who hay ima 
never pained me with comfort or with pity. I at EH er a 


termi 
eas V 


I 
laid my calamities before her, rather to eaſe my hear 
than receive aſſiſtance ; * We muſt diſtinguiſh,” ſaid the, 


my Victoria, thoſe evils which are impoſed by Proni-Mhiſhed 

* dence, from thoſe to which we ourſelves give del at | 

. power of hurting us. Of your calamity, a ſmall pan fumn 
* is the infliction of Heaven, the reſt is little more tha had 
: the corroſion of idle diſcontent. You have loſt tha owe ve 
| which may indeed ſometimes contribute to happi- Mente. 

; * neſs, but to which happineſs is by no means inſe- The 
WE * parably annexed, You have Joſt what the greater gad m 
8 * number of the human race never have poſſeſſed; what With a 
* thoſe on whom it is beſtowed for the moſt part poſſe!s ht is n. 

1 in vain; and what vou, while it was yours, knew not fudder 
3 how to uſe: you have only loſt early what the laws "! Win (el! 
Z nature forbid you to keep long, and have loſt it wii {ably t 
= * your mind is yet flexible, and while you have time to Whncrez 

3 © ſubſtitute more valuable and more durable excellencies. Wplcaſy 

| Conſider yourſelf, my Victoria,. as a being born to Hailige 
Bo « know, to reaſon, and to act; riſe at once from your upon 
1 dream of melancholy to wiſdom and to piety ; you wii! age 

8 find that there are other charms than thoſe of beauty, Wireſoh 

8 and other joys than the praiſe of fools.” away 
= to ho 
* I am, Sir, &c. T 
N Kaos 
1 Victoria, val 
A * 


| No, CXXXIV. 


r 
Fx». 1 - 


* oi Go ul o 5 a „ Ley = ” \ a—. TP IF. 0 JF ; a 
0 LILAC 1 4 Pp _ * 14 Mere 
o = = 1 * 1 * . = 0 5 | \ Rs L ” SEN 
* * ob 1 L C HOT. = FI, TO "Y | + + »f = * dl 


THE RAMELERsg 135 
perk 
"WY Xo. CXXXIV. SATURDAY, JUNE 29, 1751. 
" Quis ſcit, an adjiciant hodiernæ craſtina ſummæ 
wo : Tempora Di ſuperi Hon. 
ny fel Who knows if Heav'n, with ever - bounteous pow'r, 
gan | Shall add to-morrow to the pretent hour FRANCIS, 


wid SAT yeſterday morning employed in deliberating on 
Onte! which, among the various ſubjects that occurred to 
o 1141 imagination, I ſhould beſtow the paper of to-day. 
at latter a thort effort of meditation by which nothing was 
heanW-termined, I grew every moment more irreſolute, my 
d the eas wandered from the firſt intention, and I rather 
r0\-BWiſhed to think than thought upon any ſettled ſubject, 
c teu at laſt I was awakened from this dream of ſtudy by 
pan ſummons from the preſs: the time was come for which 
than had been thus negligently purpoſing to provide, and, 
that Wowever dubious or {iluggiſh, I was now neceſſitated to 
Pl» ente. 
inte · Though to a writer whoſe deſign is ſo comprehenſive 
eater nd miſcellaneous, that he may accommodate himſelf 
v hat Nich a topic from every {ſcene of life or view of nature, 
nest is no great aggravation of his taſk to be obliged to a 
nat ſudden compoſition ; yet I could not forbear to reproach 
elf for having ſo long neglected what was unavoid- 
hile ably to be done, and of which every moment's idleneſs 
- 10 increaſed the difficulty. There was, however, ſome 
105. WMpicaſure in reflecting that I, who bad only trifled till 
| 10 WMliligence was neceſſary, might ſtill congratulate myſelf 
our upon my ſuperiority to multitudes, who have trifled till 
"1': Wciligence is vain ; who can by no degree of activity or 
V reſolution recover the opportunities which have ſlipped 
way; and who are condemned by their own carelctlacſs 
to hopeleſs calamity and barren ſorrow. 

The folly of allowing ourſelves ro delay what we 
know cannot be finally eſcaped, is one of the general 
weakneſſes which, in ſite of the inſtruction of moral- 
Its, and the remonſtrances of reaſon, prevail to a greater 
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or leſs degree in every mind: even they who 
ſteadily withſtand it, find it, if not the.moſt violcn:, 
molt pertinacious of their paſſions, always renewin: 
attacks, and though often vamihed, never deſtroyed. 
It is indeed natural to have pa articular regard 1 
time preſent, and to be moſt ſolicitous for that u. 
is by its ncarneſs enabled to make the ſtron; eſt 
preifions, When therefore any ſharp pain is 
{uffered, or any formidable danger to be incurred, 
Can ſcarcely exempt ourſelves wholly from the 
ments of imagination; we readily believe that ano 
day will bring ſome ſupport or adyant: ige which ve. 
want; and are eaſily perſu: hed, that the moment of 
cellity which we deſire never to arrive, is at a great e 
tance from us. | 


Thus life is languiſhed away in the gloom of anxic 
and conſumed in collecting reſolution which the ns 
morning diſſipates; in forming purpotes Which vt 


Fc arcely Hope to Keep, and reconciling ourfclves to 


we np to 5 abſurd, Our firmneſs is by t. 

contemplation of miſery hourly impaired ; every! als 
ſion to our fear cnlarges its enn we 
waſte that time in which the evil dread might ha 
ſuffered and [urmountec I, but even where rg 
produces no abſolute :acreats of our diſncult 
them leſs ſuperable to ourfelves by hab! 
When evils cannot be avoided, it is wife to contr: 
interval of expectation; to meet the mid whi 
will overtake us if we fly; And ſuller only the 
malignity without the conflicts of doubt and any 
anticipat tion. 


To act is far eaſier than to ſuffer vet we ever! Cay 


ſee the prog reſs of lif e retarded by t! Ip VIS Ae ri, 
mere repugnance to motion, and find multitudes 1 


ing at the want of that Which nothing but idlene 
hinders them from enjoying. The caſe of Tanotaius, 13 
the region of poetic puniſhment, was ſomewhat to! 


med, becauſe the fruits that hung about him re 


from his hand; but what tendernets can be claims 97 
ele 
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who, though perhaps they ſuffer the pains of Tan- 
* "i never lift their th: nds for t! heir own relief? 
here is nothing more common among this torpid ge- 
* n than murmurs and compla un to; murmurs at un- 
„ which only vacancy and ſuſpicion « xpolc them 
f FE and complaints of diſtreſſes which it is in the 
power to er Lazineſs is commonly aflociate 4 
timidity. Either fear originally Progy bits endea» 


s by infuſing detpair of ſucceſs; or the frequent F. * 


, * 
of ure! ſolute ſtruggles, al id the conſtant d 'chre OL 


ling labour, mpreſs by degrecs falſe terrors on the 
_— | But fear, whether naturel or acquired, when 
cc it has full po eſlhion of the fa: ICY, never k. uls to em- 
| it upon viſions of calamity, ſuch as, it they are not 


% 


ted by uſetul employ ment, will ſoon overcaſt it 


* 


* 


* and imbitter life not only with thole miſe- 
by which all earthly beings are really more or leis 
"WW: ente d, but with thoſe which do not yet exiſt, and which 
nly he diſcerned bv the pe ſpicacity of cowardi ce. 
An ong all who ſacrifice future advantage to pretent 
ation, ſcarcely any gain fo little as tho! that ſuffer 
elves to freeze in idlenels. Others arc corrupted 
ſome enjoyment of more or lefs power to gratity che 
hons; but to neglect our duties, merely to as 4d rhe 
wr of perform ing _ a labour which is always 
Fully rewarded, is ſurely to fink under weak temp! 


— 


ns, Idleneis can never cam tranquuinhtyy t 
p © * . »# | * 1 

{on and of conſcience will pierce the c 

} o ! + 1 ! f 1 * * 2 1 

uggard; and, though it may rot has 
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him from his d. wn, un de loud CHOUGLL 
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precluded him, or change his courſe as new attract 
prevail, and harraſs himſelf without advancing. He. 
ſees different ways to the ſame end, will, unl:<; 
watches carefully over his own conduct, lay out 
much of his attention upon the compariſon of proha! 
ties, and the adjuſtment of expedients, and pauſe in 
choice of his road, till ſome accident intercepts his jou! 
ney. He whole penetration extends to remote conk; 
quences, and who, whenever he applies his attention! 
any defign, diſcovers new proſpects of advantage 2 
poſſibilities of improvement, will not eaſily be perſuads 
that his project is ripe for execution; but will ſuperat 
one contrivauce to another, endeavour to unite vatiou 
purpoſes in one operation, multiply complications, an 
refine niceties, till he is entangled in his own ſcheme 
and bewildered in the perplexity of various intentions, 
He that reſolves to unite all the beauties of ſituation in 1 
new purchaſe, muſt waſte his life in roving to no pu- 
pole from province to province. He that hopes in the 
fame houſe to obtain every convenience, may draw plati 
and ſtudy Palladio, but will never lay a ſtone. He wil 
attempt a treatiſe on ſome important ſubject, and amaf 
materials, conſult authors, and ſtudy all the dependent 
and collateral parts of learning, but never conclude him- 
ſelf qualified to write. He that has abilities to conceive 
perfection, will not eaſily be content without it; and 
ſince perfection cannot be reached, will loſe the oppor- 
tunity of doing well in the vain hope of unattainable ex- 
cellence. | 

The certainty that life cannot be long, and the pro- 
bability that it will be much ſhorter than nature-allow, 
ought ro awaken every man to the active proſecution of 
whatever he is deſirous to perform. It is true, that no 
diligence can aſcertain ſucceſs; death may intercept the 
ſx ifteſt career; but he who is cut off in the exccui1on 0 
an honeſt undertaking, has ar leaſt the honour of failing 
in his rank, and has fought the battle, though he mule 
the victery, 
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train 

Hey | 
inlet, No. CXXXV. TUESDAY, JULY 2, 1751. 

out 
robal Coelum, non animum mutant, Hos. 
ace may be chang'd; but who can change his mind? 
1s } 

2 

5 COn! . . 0 
* r is impoſſible to take a view on any fide, or obſerve 
ion 5 

any of the various claſſes that form the great commu- 
& 2+ of the world, without diſcovering the infl f 
luad y Or the wor „Wit Our C1 covering ti e 1N uence * Cx. 
Ms: mple, and admitting with new conviction the obſerva- 
Peta of Ariſtotle, that Man is an imitative being.“ The 
Variou | 
„er, far the greater number, follow the track which 


hon. Wh bes have beaten, without any curioſity after new diſ- 
e eries, or ambition of truſting themſelves to their own 
1 duct. And, of thoſe who break the ranks and diſ- 

der the uniformity of the march, moſt return in a ſhort 
fine from their deviation, and prefer the equal and ſteady 
es faction of ſecurity before the frolics of caprice and 


play the honours of adventure. | 

IJ In queſtions difficult or dangerous, it is indeed natural 
m_ repoſe upon authority; and, when fear happens to 
bim. Predominate, upon the authority of thoſe whom we do 
po not in general think wiſer than ourſelves. Very few 
ce tare abilities requiſite for the diſcovery of abſtruſe truth; 
aud 2nd of thoſe few ſome want leiſure, and ſome reſolution. 
r""" BY But it is not fo eaſy to find the reaſon of the univerſal 


ſubmiſſion to precedent where every man might ſafely 
judge for himſelf; where no irreparable loſs can be ha- 
tarded, nor any miſchief of long contiuuance incurred. 
Vanity might be expected to operate where the more pow - 
erful paſſions are not awakened; the mere pleaſure of 
acknowledging no ſuperior might produce ſlight ſingu- 
larities, or the hope of gaining ſome new degree of hap- 
pine's awaken the mind to invention or experiment. 

If in any caſe the ſhackles of preſcription could be 
wholly ſhaken off, and the imagination left to act with 
out controul, on what occaſion ſhould it be expected 
but in the ſelection of lawful pleaſure ! Pleaſure of which 
the eſſence is choice; which compulſion diſſociates from 
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15 every thing to w hich nature has united it; and 
Wy owes not only its vigour but its being to the fn 
1 liberty. Vet we ſez hag the ſenſes, as well as the 

are regulated by credulity; and that moſt wil! 


ſay that they feel, the gratiſications which other 
taught them to EX Ne Ct. 

At tliis time of univerſal 1 when almoſt cr 
one, derable enough to attract regard, has ret 
or is preparing w ith all the carne of diſtreſs to 
tire, into the country ; when nothing 1s to be = ud | 
the hopes of ſpeedy departure, or the compl: 
involuntary del: iy, I have often been tempted to cn 
what happineſs is to be gained, or what inconven 

be avoided, by this Rated receſſion ? Of the birds of 
ſage, ſome follow the ſummer, and ſome the win 


— 


CON! 


becauſe they live upon ſuſtenance which only ſummeg 
or winter can ſuppiy; but of the annual flight of hun 
rovers it is much harder to aſſign the reaſon. * ule 
they do not appear either to find or ſeek any thing whi 
is not equally afforded by the rown and country, 

I believe that many of 
of men whoſe continual wiſh we 
ment, who ae —_ opportunity 
from obſervation, rſake the crowd, and deli 
themſelves with 7/: 5 1ety of ſol There is inc 
ſcarcely any writer who has not celebrated the h. 1! 
of rural priv acy, and delighted himſelf and his rc; 
with the melody of birds, the whiſper of groves, and 


to fical 


1tude * 


capacity, 


dignity. 

Bur almoſt all abſurd ity of conduct ariſes from 
imitation of thoſe whom we cannot reſemble. I! 
who thus tcſtihed their wearinels of tumult and hu 
and haſted with ſo much 


diſſicult employments, harraſſed with Importunitics, 
diſtracted with m ultiplicit v; Ol 
ſyeculative ſciences, who having no other end of hie but 


theſe þ W 88 may have heard 
for the quiet of 1ctire- 


murmur of rivulets; nor any man eminent for extent of 
or greatneſs of exploits, that has not leit be- 
hind him ſome memorials of lonely wiſdom and ſilcut 


. 


the 


cagerneſs to the leiſufc of uc 
trear, i ere either men overv helmed wv ith the pref ur. 07 


men wholly engroltcc 5 
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earn and teach, found their ſearches interrupted by 
common commerce of civility, and their reaſonings 
ointed by frequent interruptions. Such men might 
anably fly to that eaſe and convenience which their 
dition allowed them to find only in the country. The 
tcſman who devoted the greater part of his time to the 
ublic, was deſirous of keeping the remainder in his own 
wer. The general, ruffled with dangers, weaned 
ith labours, and ſtunned with acclamations, gladly 
hatched an interval of filence and relaxation. The 
naturaliſt was unhappy where the works of Providence 
were not always before him. The reaſaner could adjuſt 
his ſyſtems only where his mind was free from the in- 
ruſon of outward objects. 
boch examples of ſolitude, very few of thoſe who are 
do haſtening from the town, have any pretenſions to 
plead in their own juſtification, ſince they cannot pretend 
either wearineſs of labour or deſire of knowledge, They 
purpoſe nothing more than to quit one ſcene of idleneſs 
for another, and, after having trifled in public, to ſleep in 
"oF ſecrecy, The utmoſt that they cah hope to gain is the 
change of ridiculouſneſs to of bſc uritv, and the priviiege 
of having fewer witneſſes to a life of folly. Ile who is 
mt ſufficiently important to be diſturbed in his purſuits, 
. (ends all his hours according to his own inclination, 
1d has more hours than his mental f:cultics enable him 
to to fl either with enjoyment or de(1--s, can have nothing 
to demand of thades and vallies. as bravery is ſaid to 
be a panoply, inſignificancy is always a ſhelter, 

There are, however, pleaſures and advantages in a 
rural ſituation. which are not conſined to ph. loſophers 
and herocs, The freſhneſs of rhe air, the verdure of the 
woods, the paint of the meadows, and the, unexhauſted 
variety which ſummer ſcatters upon the earth, may 
ably give delight to an unlearned ſpectator. Ir is not 
neceſſary that he who looks with plcaſure on the colours 
of a flower ſhould ſtudy the principles of vegetation, or 
that the P-olemaic and Copernican ſyſtem ſhould be 
compared before the light of the ſun can gladden, or its 
3 warmth 
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warmth invigorate, Novelty is itſelf a ſource of or; 
cation; and Nilton juſtly obſerves, that to him wh 
been long pent up in cities, no rural object can be; 
ſented which will not delight or refreſh ſome of | 
ſenſes. 

Yet even theſe eaſy pleaſures are miſſed by the great 
part of thoſe who waſte their ſummer in the count 
Should any inan purſue his acquaintances to their 
treats, he would find few of them liſtening to Philom 
Joitering in woods, or plucking daiſies, catching ! 
healthy gale of the morning, or watching the gent 
coruſcations of declining dav. Some will be diſcovered 
at a window by the road fide, rejoicing when a ne 
cloud of duft gathers towards them, as at the approach 
of a momentary ſupply of converſation, and a flort . 
lief from the tediouſneſs of unideal vacancy. Others a5 
placed in the adjacent villages, where they look on!; 
upon houſes as in the reſt of the year, with no chanye 
objects but what a remove to any new ſtreet in London 
might have given them. The ſame ſet of acquaintances 
ſtill ſettle together, and the form of life is not other 
diverſified than by doing the fame things in a difleren 
place, Thev pay and receive viſits in the uſual foin, 
they frequent the walks in the morning, they deal ca 
at night, tlicy atrend to the {ime tattle, and dance with 
the ſame partners; nor can they at their return to thei 
former habitation convratuiate themſelves on any oth 
advantage, than that they have paſſed their time ſibe 
others of the ſame rank; and have the ſame right to talk 
of the happineſs and beauty of the country, of happinch 
which they never felt, and beauty which they never ie. 
garded, 


To be able to procure its own entertainments, and to 


ſubſiſt upon its own Rock, is not the prerogative of ever! 
mind. There are indeed underſtandinas fo fertile 
comprehenſive, that thev can alwavs fecd reflection v 
new fuppties, and ſuffer nothing from the precluſton 
adventitious amuſements; as ſome cities have un! 
their own walls encloſed ground enough to feed the! 
inhabitants 
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81 habitants in a ſiege. But others live only from day to = 
ks and muſt be conſtantly enabled, by foreign ſupplies, 72 I 
* keep out the encroachments of languor and ſtupidity. 14 4 
ny ch could not indeed be blamed for hov ering within b 7 
ch of their uſual pleaſure, more than any other animal : _s 
Bre not quitting its native element, were not their facul- = 
ate contracted by their own fault. But let not thoſe wy 
ig e go into the country, merely becauſe they dare not X 
"ON elt alone at home, boaſt their love of nature, or their 4 2 
8 0 ifications for fol tude; nor pretend that they receive 4 7 
Ben ntancous infuſions of wiſdom from the Dryads, _ 4 3 
acc. able, when they leave {ſmoke and noiſe behind, t # <p 
8 , or think, or reaſon for themſelves. - == 
10 7 _ 
it 3 5 
IS a 
, 0n;7 No. CXXXVI. SATURD AV, JULY 6, 1751. 
don END y cu {406 £429 30 ws S t N., 
N Oc y £78600 H ανðr] 420 esc, who of [94 1477 
rue Ho M. 
eren Who dares think one thing, and another tell, 
on, My heart deteſts him as the gates of hell. Pop xk. 
e regard which thev whoſe abilities are employed 
their in the works of imagination claim from the reſt of 
Uo Winkind, ariſes in a great meaſure from their influence 
Ike futurity. Rank may be conferred by princes, and 
b th bequeathed by miſers or by robbers; but the ho- 
nets s of a laſting name, and the veneration of diſtant 
* , only the ſons of learning have the power of beftowe 
While therefore it continues one of the characte= 
| to cs of rational nature to decline oli ion, authors 


r can be wholly overlooked in the [cat ch atter hap- 
„ nor become cont tempt ible but by their own fault. 
Ti e man who conſiders himſelf as conſtituted the ul- 
1 lage of d liſp. table characters, and entruſted with 
iſtrihution of the laſt terreſtrial rewards of merit, 
at to ſummon all his fortitude to the ſupport of his 
grity, and reſolve to diſcharge an office of ſuch dig— 
pity 
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nity with the moſt vigilant caution and ſcrupulous jufir 
To deliver examples to poſterity, and to regulate i 
opinion of future times, is no flight or trivial unden 

ing; nor is it caſy to commit more atrocious tres! 

againſt the great republic of humanity, than by falt 

ing its records and miſguiding its decrees. 

To ſcatter praiſe or blame without regard to juſtice, 
to deſtroy the diſtinction of good and evil. Many ha 
no other teſt of actions than general opinion; and al! ; 
ſo far influenced by a ſenſe of reputation, that they ; 
often reſtrained by fear of reproach, and excited by ho, 
of honour, when other principles have loſt their pone 
nor can any ſpecies of proſtitution promote general d 
' pravity more than that which deſtroys the force of prail 
by ſhewing that it may be acquired without deſerving! 
and which, by ſetting free the active and ambitious f 

the dread of infamy, lets looſe the rapacity of pow: 
and weakens the only authority by which greataels 
controlled. 

Praiſe, like gold and diamonds, owes its value only! Yet 
its ſcarcity, It becomes chcap as it becomes vulgar, Ie 
will no longer raiſe expectation, or animate enterpri_f”" 
It is therefore not only neceilary that wickedneſs, cg 
when it is not ſafe to cenſure it, be denied applauſc, 0 b 
that goodneſs be commended only in proportion to 
degree; and that the garlands, due to the great be! 
factors of mankind, be not ſuffered to fade upon . 
brow of him who can boaſt only petty ſervices and e 
virtues, en 

Had theſe maxims been univerſally received, hc 
much would have been added to the taſk of dedicatic 
tie work on which all the power of modern wit has H 
exhauſted ! How few of theſe initial panegyrics had : * 
peared, if the author had been obliged firſt to find a 1 
of virtue, then to diſtinguiſh the diſtin& ſpecies and 
gree of his deſert, and at laſt to pay him only the _ 
which he might juſtly claim! It is much caſter to hen 
the name of the laſt man whom chance has ex#ltc 
wealth and power, to obtain by the intervention of jo! 
of his domeſtics the privilege of addreiling him, « 

confidea 
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Wind UB of the general acceptance of flatterv, to ven- 
late on an addreis without any pie ious Olicitation; and 
dert. er having heaped upon him all the virtues to which 
trea! jlophy has aſligned a name, inform him how much 
fallt might be truly laid, did not the fear of giving pain 
W his modeſty repreis the raptures of wonder and the 
ſtice. | | of veneration. 
1v % Nothing has fo much degraded literature from its na- 
all; al rank, as the practice of indecent and promiſcuous 
ner lication; for what credit can he expect who profefles 
by ho nlclt the hirchng of vanity, however prolligate, and 
pone bout ſhame or ſcruple celebrates the worthlets, digni- 
eral d the mean, and gives to the corrupt, licentious, and 
* prag "efſive, the ornaments which ought only to add grace 
vine truth, 3 lovelineſs to inuocence Every other kind 
us 7 Wt adulteration, however ſhameful, however miſchievous, 
pow cls deteſtable than the crime of countertemng cha» 
tuch ers, and fixing the ſtamp of litcrary ſanction upon the 


ws and refuſe of the world. 
only t I would not overwhelm the authors with the 
h hole load of infamy, of which part, perhaps the greater 


+ 1 
od „ ought to fall upon theu patrons, If he that hires 
5, cre bavo, partakes the guilt of murder, why ſhould he 
NN WW bribes a flatterer hope to be exempted from the 
1 8 me of falſchood? The unhappy dedicator is ſeldom 
ber out ſome motives which obſtruct, though not de- 
50 „the liberty of choice; he is oppreſfed by miſerics 
1d ea lch be hopes to relieve, or inflamed by ambition which 
k expects to gratify. But the patron has no incitements 
I, hi ally violent ; he can reccive only a ſhort gratification, 
cat which nothing bur ſtupidity could diſpoſe him to be 
a head. The real ſatisfaction which praiſe can afford is 
nad 2 repcating aloud the whiſpers of confcience, and by 
a ming us that we have not endeavourcd to deſerve well 
ind van. Every other encomium is, to an intelligent 
ono , ſatire and reproach; the celebration of thoſe vir- 
© leat hich we feel ourſelves to want, can only impreſs a 
eder ſenſe of our own defects, and ſhew that we have 
f ſon yet ſatislicd the expectations of the world, by forcing 


}, of us 
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A 
us to obſerve how much fiction muſt contribute to: E. 
completion of our character. 
Yet ſometimes the patron may claim indulgence; + T! 
it does not alwavs happen that the encomiaſt has he A 
much encouraged to his attempt. Many a haple; : 
thor, when his book, and perhaps his dedication, + 
ready for the preſs, has waited long before any one v H 
pay the price of proſtitution, or conſent to hear the pra! ed, 
deſtined to inſure his name agaioſt the caſualties of iu Same 
and many a complaint has been vented againſt the dec. pol 
of learning and neglect of genius, when either par act 
nious prudence has declined expence, or honeſt ind, beer 
tion rejected fal ſchood. But if at laſt, after long ence ap 
and innumerable diſappointments, he finds a lord will wh 
to hear of his own eloquence and taſte, a ſtateſman uad 
ſirous of knowing how a friendly hiſtorian will repre'eM:ion.. 
his conduct, or a lady delighted to leave to the vo But 1 
ſome memorial of her wit and beauty, ſuch weakneWy ma 


canot be cenſured as an inſtance of enormous depravi' uh. 
The wiſeſt man may by a diligent ſolicitor be ſurpriſe th; 
in the hour of weakneſs, and perſuaded to ſolace vexaho, n 
tion, or invigorate hope, with the muſic of flatterv. oct. 
To cenſure all dedications as adulatory and {err!\herefo! 
would diſcover rather envy than juſtice, Praiſe ; yut 
tribute of merit; and he that has inconteſtably mm Tr 
guiſhed himſelf by any public performance, has a rin. 
to all the honours which the public can beftow. To nWankir 
thus raiſed above the reſt of the community, theres "Win is 
need that the book or its author ſhould have any pate p 
cular relation: that the patron is known to deſerve etch 
ſpect, is ſufficient to vindicate him that pays it. To t"Wnong 
lame regard from par:1cular perſons, private virtue auld 
leſs conſpicuous excellence may be ſometimes entit\e0 Whey n 
An author may with great propriety inſcribe his work WM To 
him by whoſe encouragement it was undertaken, or lite: 
whoſe liberalitv he has been enabled to proſecute it; f neg 
he may juſtly rejoice in his own fortitude that darcs ed 
reſcue merit from obſcurity, aus 
re 


fin 


THE RAMBLER, 147 


Acribut exempl:s videnr te cludore : miſce 


to f Ergo aliquid noſtris de mori 

ce; Thus much I will indulge thee for thy eaſe, 

as bet And mingle ſomething of our times to pleate 

els 7 D«kvyDEN, jun. 
n, 

dow not whether greater relaxation may not be in- 
aa, and whether hope as well as gratitude may not 


F tim Jameably produce a dedication ; but let the writer 
dec] ho pours out his praiſes only to propitiate power, or 


aH the attention of greatneſs, be cautious leſt his de- 
er betray him to exuberant eulogies, We are naturally 
que apt to pleaſe ourſelves with the future than the paſt 3 
111084 while we luxuriate in expectation, may be caſily 
an 08W:{uaded to purchaſe what we yet rate only by imagi- 


Preca. at a higher price than experience will warrant. 
wol But no private views or perlonal regard can diſcharge 


ako WE; man from his general obligations to virtue and to 
auch. It may happen in the various combinations of 
price, that a good man may receive favours from one, 


cab, notwithſtanding his accidental beneficence, cannot 
__ We joftly propoſed to the imitation of others, and whom, 
(rv Werefore, he muſt find ſome other way of rewarding than 
15 11 public celebrations. Self-love has indeed man 
ciluWwers of ſeducement ; but it ſurely ought not to . 
a 1118; individual to equality with the collective body of 
0 11"W:nkind, or perſuade him that a benefit conferred on 
- 15 "im is equivalent to every other virtue. Yet many, upon 
iſe principles of gratitude, have ventured to extol 
retches, whom all but their dependents numbered 
mong the reproaches of rhe ſpecies, and whom they 
ould likewiſe have beheld with the ſame ſcorn, had 
ey not been hired to diſhoneſt approbation. 

To encourage merit with praiſe is the great bulineſs 


1 


literature; but praiſe muſt loſe its influence by unjuſt 
'nezligent diſtribution; and he that impairs its value 
ay be charged with miſapplication of the power that 
nius puts into his hands, and with ſquandering on guilt 
recompenſe of virtue. 
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Dum vitant ſtulti vitia, in contraria currunts IIc 


ich 

- Whiiſt fools one vice condemn, and 
They run into the oppoſite extremes Cretc:MThe 

gane 

THAT wonder is the effect of ignorance, has been ute 

ſerved. The awful ſtillneſs of attention with u 

the mind is overſpread at the firſt view of an unc xb. : 

effect, ceales when we have leiſure to diſentanglc und 
plications and inveſtigate cauſes, Wonder is a paulc WM ;n 

reaſon, a ſudden ceſſation of the mental progreſs, ae 

laſts. only while the underſtanding is fixed upon ce: 
ſingle idea, and is at an end when it recovers force enou en 

to divide the object into its parts, or mark the intem eee 


diate gradations from the firſt agent to the laft co Th 


quEnce, ate 

It may be remarked with equal truth, that iguoꝗ :h« 
is often the effect of wonder, It is common tor ce 
who have never accuſtomed themſelves to the labour ih; th 
enquiry, nor invigorated their confidence by conquest 
over difhculty, to ſleep in the gloomy quieſcence of ace 
niſhment, without any effort to animate enquiry orden 
obſcurity. What they cannot immediately concert 
they conſider as too high to be reached, or too exten'MW.1 6 
to be comprehended ; they therefore content them!c!voMſhis 
with the gaze of folly, forbear to attempt what they hagen 
no hopes of performing, and reſign the pleaſure of af 
tional contemplation to more pertinacious ſtudy or no MW: 1 
active faculties. * 

Among the productions of mechanic arts, many arc "hi 
a form ſo different from that of their firſt materials, e 
many conſiſt of parts ſo numerous and fo nicely a1, 
to cach other, that it is not poſſible to view them vt" te + 
out amazement. But when we enter the ſhops of ''" Wi! 
ficers, obſerve the various tools by which every 0711 Wir: 
tion is facilitated, and trace the progreſs of a manu. 


through the different hands that, in ſucceſſion tec 


Fi 
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r, contribute to its perfection, we ſoon diſcover that 
ry fingle man has an ealy taſk, and that the extremes, 
erer remote, of natural rudeneſs and artificial ele- 
ce, are joined by a regular concatenation of effects, 
ich every one is introduced by that which precedes 
and equally introduces that which is to follow. 

The ſame is the ſtate of intellectual and manual per- 
nances. Long calculations or complex diagrams at- 


REECI 


been nt the timorous and une xperienced from a ſecond 
th u. „; but if we have {kill ſufficient to analiſe them into 
expe ole principles, it will be diſcovered that our fear was 
St undleſs. Divide and conquer, is a principle equally 
Pad ia {cience as in policy. Complication i IS 4 ſpecies of 
„ WI akderacy, which, while it continues united, bids de- 
on! to * moſt 1 and v igorous intellect; but of 
; ENO ch ev ery member is ſeparately weak, and which ma 
emcrefore be quickly ſubdued if it can once be br oken, 
it conk The chief art of learning, as Locke has obſerved, 
attempt but little at a time. The wildeſt — 
10121 the mind are made by ſhort flights frequently re- 
Tt ted; the moſt lofty fabrics of ſcience are formed 
Our "Wy the continued accumulation of ſingle propoſitions, 
de It often happens, whatever be the cauſe, that impa- 
of al'Wence of 1a! our, or dread of miſcarriage, ſeize thoſe who 
r dif] e moſt diſtinguiſhed for quickneſs of apprehenfio; 1; and 
NC! at they * * might with greateſt reaſon promite theme 
tent res victory, are lcaſt willing to hazard the encounter, 
niet T his difidence, where the attention is not laid aflcep by 
y hank zinets, or diſſipated by pleaſures, can ariſe only from 
ot Vafuſed and general views, ſuch as negligence ſnatches 
moch hafte, or from the diſappointment of the firſt hopes 
pl med by arrogance without reflection. To expect that 
are be jntricacies of ſcience will be pierced by a careleſs 
2 France, or the eminences of fame aſcended without la— 
ape wur, 18 to expect a particular pr ivilege, a power denicd 
un o he reſt of mankind ; but to ſuppoſe that the maze is 
nſcrutable to diligence, or the heights inacceſſible to 
pcrieverance, is to ſubmit tamely to the tyranny of fancy, 
* and unchain the mind in voluntary ſhackles. 
. li is the proper ambition of the herocs in literature to 
ther O enlarge 
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enlarge the boundaries of knowledge by diſcovering: er t 


conquering new regions of the intellectuul world, 1d, 
the ſucceſs of ſuch undertakings perhaps ſome deyrex mp0! 
fortuitous happineſs is neceflary, which no man q dane 
promiſe or procure to himſelf; and therefore doubt: ally 
jrreſolution may be forgiven in him that ventures aner 
the unexplored abyſſes of truth, and attempts to find M ce 
way through the fluctuations of uncertainty, aad { Hoger 
conflicts of contradiction. But when nothing more hole 
quired than to purſue a path already beaten, and to tau ok 
obſtacles which others have demoliſhed, why mould: «illin 
man ſo much diſtruſt his own intellect as to TIF ot to 
himſelf unequal to the attempt! wifey 
It were to be wiſhed that they who devote their bar 
to ſtudy would at once believe nothing too great for eis r 
attainment, and conſider nothing as too little for ths comp! 
regard; chat they would extend their notice alike off th of; 
ſcienee and to life, and unite ſome knowledge of the ꝰaion 
ſent world to their acquaintance with paſt ages and Hue. 
mote events. : in 
Nothing has ſo much expoſed men of learning to cout 
tempt and ridicule, as their ignorance of things uhHꝗ tat oc 
are known to all but themſelves. "Thoſe who have be ga- 
taught to conſider the inſtitutions of the ſchools ich f 
giving the laſt perfection to human abilities, are ſurpii emo 
to ſee men wrinkled with ſtudy, yet wanting to be 16 exped 
ſtructed in the minute circumſtances of propriety, or vod. 
neceſſary forms of daily tranſaction; and quickly a him 
off their reverence for modes of education, which thyWeyith 
find to produce no ability above the reſt of mankind. uſneſ 
Books, ſays Bacon, can never teach the uſe Marv 

© books.“ The ſtudent muſt learn by commerce ud. 
mankind to reduce his ſpeculations to practice, and «MW, of 
commodate his knowledge to the purpoſes of life. "cfits 
It is too common for thoſe who have been bred! ceire, 
ſcholaſtic profeſſions, and paſſed much of their time Whiiker 
academies where nothing but learning confers honoun By th 
to dilregard every other qualification, and to imagine ta Le 
they ſhall find mankind ready to pay homage to e erna; 
knowledge, and to crowd about them for inſtruct" WY little 
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ng ger therefore ſtep out from their cells into the open 


Id. d, with all the confidence of authority and dign; ty 
legre mportance ; they look round about them at once with 
wan orance and ſcora on a race of beings to whom thev are 
"wt Wally unknown and equally contemptible, but whole 
© Wnners they muſt imitate, and with whoſe opinions they 
ann comply, if they defire to pals their time happily 
and! 0 them. 

W 1 o leſſen that diſdain with which ſcholars are inclined 
tau look on the common buſineſs of the world, and the 
vi Bnillingneſs with which they condeſcend to learn what 
11120 WFnot to be found in any ſyſtem of philoſophy, it may be 
. . ary to conſider that though admiration is excitcd 
ai abſtruſe reſearches and remote diſcoveries, yet plea- 


orte is not given, nor affection conciliated, but by ſofter 
ON in rompliſhments, and qualities more eafily communicable 
like oY thoſe about us. He that can only converſe upon 
he pre rn about which only a ſmall part of mankind has 
_— viedge ſuſſicient to make them curious, muſt lole his 

s in unſocial ſilence, and live in the crowd of — 
0 cout a companion, He that can only be uſeful « 


cheat occaſions, may die without exerting his — 
e bee and a helpleſs ſpectator of a thouſand vexations 
o Which fret away happineſs, and which nothing is required 
"remove but a little dexterity of conduct and readincſs 


be «c pedients. 
„uo degree of knowledge attainable by man is able to 


0188 him above the want of hourly afhſtaace, or to ex- 
w euim the deſire of fond endearments and tender offi- 
l, uineſs ; and therefore, no one ſhould think it unne- 
We ary to learn thoſe arts by which friendſhip may be 
u red. Kindneſs is preſerved by a conſtant reciproca— 


1 of benefits or interchange of pleaſures; but fuch 
pefits only can be beſtowed as others are capable to 
ive, and ſuch pleaſures only Parte. as others are 
At ified to enjoy. 
by this deſcent from the pinnacles of art no honour 
l be loft; for the condeſcenſions of learning are always 
erpaid by gratitude. An clevatcd genius employed 
little things, appears, to uſe the ſimile of . 
2 = 
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like the fun in his evening declinarion ; he remit! 
idiendor but retains his magnitude, and pleatcs n 
though he dazzles lets. 
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— —tocum libeat mihi ſordida rura 
Atque humiles habitare caſas, et tigere cervos. 


V1RG, 


With me retire, and leave the romp of courts 8, w. 
For humble cottages and rural ports. n of 
untry 
75 1 * tude 

0 the Rambler. 
Sir, ealth, 
{ the 
HOUGH the contempt with which you have treu eace, 
the annual migrations of the gay and bu pan Wiſes | 
mink 8 is juſtiſied by daily oblervation, ſince molt Whres te 
thoſe who leave the town, neither vary their ente hype 
ments nor enlarge their notions; yet I fu ppoſe vou Wives | 
not intend to reprefent the practice itſelf as ridiculMahive 
or to declare that ke whoſe condition puts the dittribur. enq 
of his time into his own power may not propcrly ci, or 
it between the town and country, « ſont 
That the country, and only the country, diſplars ens 
inexhauſtible varieties of nature, and ſupplies the ester 
fopiical mind with matter for admiration and cq! rohes 
never was denied; but my curioſity is very little ano. 
cd by the colour of a flower, the anatomy of an umin 
or the ſiructure of a neſt; I am generally ame pond UW: wv 
human manners, and therefore fill up the months Foy 
rural leiſure with remarks on thoſe who live within r rur 
circle of my notice, If writers would more freque bein 
vilit thoſe regions of negligence and liberty, they mig eat, 
diverſify their repreſentations, anden nultiply their inan 
for in the country are original characters chiefly to Wk ie; f 
found. In cities, aud yet more in courts, the maß irt 
diſcriminations which diitinguiſh ouc from anothe . ch 
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che moſt part effaced, the peculiarities of temper and 
on are gradually worn away by promiſcuous con- 
fe, as angular bodies and uneven ſurfaces loſe their 
ints and aſperities by frequent attrition againſt one 
other, and approach by degrees to uniform rotundity, 
ee prevalence of faſhion, the influence of example, the 
ec orf applauſe, and the dread of cenſure, obſtruct 
e natural tendencies of the mind, and check the fancy 
its firſt efforts to break forth into experiments of 
price. 
Few inclinations are fo ſtrong as to grow up into ha- 
5, when they mult ſtruggle with the conſtant oppoſi- 
n of ſettled forms and eſtabliſhed cuſtoms. But in the 
untry every man is a ſeparate and independent being: 
tude flatters irregularity with hopes of ſecrecy ; and 
ealth, removed from the mortification of compariſon 
the awe of equality, ſwells into contemptuous conf- 
Tre" Wence, and ſets blame and laughter at defiance; the im- 
|" Wiles of nature act unreſtrained, and the diſpoſition 
10 es to ſhew itſelf in its truc form, without any diſguiſe 
"WF hypocriſy, or decorations of elegance. Every one in- 
en iges the full enjoyment of his own choice, and talks 
I lives with no other view than to pleaſe himſelf, with - 
i renquiring how far he deviates from the general prac- 
g. or conſidering others as entitled to any account of 
ſentiments or actions. If he builds or demoliſhes, 
ens or encloſes, deluges or drains, it is not his care 
mar be the opinion of thoſe who are ſkilled in 


1 Wriivettive or architecture; it is ſufficient that be has no 
: Hod to controul him, and that none has any right to 
ande in what projects the lord of the manor ſpends 


© "Ws own money on his own grounds. 
WH tor this reafon it is not verv common to want ſubjects 
rural converſation. Almoſt cvery man is daily doing 
ncthing which produces merriment, wonder, or reſent— 
eat, among his neighbours. This utter exemption 
m reſtraint leaves every anomalous quality to operate 
its full extent, and ſuffers the natural character ro dif— 
le itſelf to every part of life, The pride which, under 
e check of public oblervation, would have been oalv 
O 3 vented 
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vented among ſervants and domeſtics, becomes in a cmy 


try baronet the torinent of a province, and iuſtcad of tu ſon 
minating in the deſtruction of China-ware and plz] | re 
ruins tenants, dt} ofleflcs cottagers, and harraſſes village an 
with actions of treſpaſs and bills of indictment, 5 e 
It freq juently happens that, even without violent pal. 8, 
ſions or enormous corruption, the freedom and laxn oe 
a rultic life produces remarkable particularitics of e * 
duct or manner, In the province where I now rc 1j- } 
we have one lady eminent for wearing a gown always a tc 
the ſame cut and colour; another for thaking hands wi af 
thoſe that viſit her; and a third for unthaken clue fol 
never to let tea or cofice enter her houſe. rouzh 
But of all the female characters which this place f- Mrs 
fords, I have found none ſo worthy of attention as tha, or 
of Mrs, Buſy, a widow, who loſt her huſband in hg cc 
thirtieth year, and has ſince palled her time at the m- chi 
nor-houſe, in the government of her children, and tle: the 
management of the cftatc. x the 
Mrs. Buſy was married at cightcen, from a bor rding-WMhbrfin 
ſchool, where ſhe had paſted her time like other you k it tl 
ladies, in needle-work, with a few intervals of danciag he: 
and rcading, When the became a bride, ſhe ſpent one She 
winter with her huſband in town, where, having no * ma 
of any converſation beyond the formality of a __—_ mw My 
found nothing to engage her paſſions; and when the lh th: 
been one night at the court, and two at an opera, 21:1 aurt 
{een the Monument, the Tombs, and tne Towcr, e vor 
concluded that London had nothing more to ſhew, an adv 
wondered that when women had once ſeen the w n 
they could not be content to ſtay at home. She there ON 
fore went willingly to the ancient feat, and for one hut « 
vears ſtudied houſewifery under Nr. Buſy's mother, witl ts 
ſo much alliduity, that the old lady, when ſhe died, bu e: 
qucathed her a caudle-cup, a ſoup-diſh, two bcak's, Wii: 
and a cheſt of table-lincn, ſpun by herſelf. est 
Nr. Buſy finding the economical qualities of his ede 


reſigned his aflairs wholly into her hands, and devered 
his life to his pointers and his hounds, . He never V1iited 

. ** 1 mY 82 9 * ] 
his CILUtCcCS but to deſtioy the Partridges or foxcs; * 
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ren committed ſuch devaſtations in the rage of pleaſure, 
ſome of his tenants refuſed to hold their lands at the 
rent. 1har landlady perſuaded them to be ſatil- 
, and entreated her huſband to ditmils his dogs, with 
ny exact calculations of the ale drank by his compa- 
u, and corn conſumed] by the horſes, and remon- 
ces againtt the infolence of the huntſman, and the 
15 of the Fiom, The huntſm— an was too NCcCcc:! ary 
1 e to be diſcarded; and he had fill conti- 
d to ravage his own eſtate, had he not caught a cold 
| a fever by ſhouting mal lands in the fens, His fever 
s followed by a co: -alumption, which in a few months 
cht him to the grave. 
Ws, Buſy was * much an economiſt to feel either 
or forrow at his death. She received the compliments 
| conſolations of her neighbours in a dark room, out 


f which the ſtole privately every night and morning to 


the cows milked; and after a few davs declared that 


x thought a widow might employ herſelf better than in 


ring grief; and that, for her part, ſhe was reſolved 
t the fortuncs of her children ſhould not be impaircd 


her neglect. 


She therefor e immediately applied herſclf to the re- 
nation of abuſes. She gave away the dogs, diſcharged 


he ſervants of the kennel and ſtable, and ſent the horſes 


the next fair, but rated at fo high a price that they 


turned unfold. She was reſol ved to have nothing idle 
out her, and ordered them to be employed in common 


adgery. They loſt their fleekneſs and grace, and were 
a x parchaſed at half the value, 

She ſoon diſencumbered herſelf from her weeds, and 
ton a riding-hood, a coarſe apron, and ſhort petti- 
ats, and has turned a large manor into a farm, of which 


Ie tikes the management wholly upon hertelf. She 


{es hefore the ſun to order the horſes to their geers, and 


es 5 them well rubbed down at their return from * ork ; 


ads the dairy morning and evening, and w * 
en a calf falls, that it may be carefully nurſed; ſhe 
KS out among the ſheep at noon, counts the lambs, 
4 l obſer ves the fenccs, and where ſhe finds a gap, ſtop 

X 


. 
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it with a buſh till it can be better mended. In han reg) 
the rides aheld in the waggon, and is very liberal of h mide 
ale from a wooden bottle. At her leiſure hours ſhe 1, 88"®* * 


ooſe eggs, airs the wool-room, and turns the check 
When reſpect or curioſity brings viſitants to her houk jd, | 
ſhe entertains them with prognoſtics of a ſcarcity caſt : 
wheat, or a rot among the ſheep ; and always thinks he? 
ſelf privileged to diſmiſs them when ſhe is to ſee en 
hogs fed, or to count her poultry on the rooſt. 1s 
The only things neglected about her are her child“ 
whom ſhe has taught nothing but the loweſt houſche Suck 
duties. In my laſt viſit I met Miſs Buſy carrying ri¹mꝗ 
to a ſick cow; and was entertained with the accomplihM- 5 
189! 


ments of her eldeſt ſon, a youth of ſuch carly matuir 
that though he is only ſixteen, ſhe can truſt him to {Fo 
corn in the market. Her younger daughter, who is m 


nent for her beauty, though ſomewhat tanned in making} * 
hay, was buſy in pouring out ale to the ploughmen, uf 
every one might have an equal ſhare. = 
could not but look with pity on this young fami 
doomed by the abſurd prudence of their mother to ig, x 
rance and meanneſs; but when I recommended a mor 5 ; 
elegant education, was anſwered, That ſhe never ſt © 
bookiſh or finical people grow rich; and that fhe uz On 
good for nothing herſelf till ſhe had forgotten rhe nice any 
of the boarding-ſchool. get 
| I am, | 1 
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regular compoſition, that it ſhould have a beginning, 
middle, and an end. The beginning,“ ſays he, * 1s 
tat which has nothing neceſlarily previous, but to 
which that which follow 8 15 naturally couſcquent; the 
ad, on the contrary, is that which by neceility, or at 
aft according to the common courle of things, fuc- 
zeds ſomething elſe, but which implics nothing couſe- 
went to itſelf; the middle is connected on one fide to 
omething that naturally gocs before; end on the other, 
to ſomething that naturally follows it.“ 
Such is the rule laid down by this great critic for the 
poſition of the different parts of a well conſtituted fa- 
It muſt begin where it may be made intekligible 
tlout introduction; and end where the mind is left 
repole, without expectation of any farther event. The 
ermediate paſſages muſt join the laſt effect to the firſt 
| uſe, by a regular and unbroken concatenation ; nothing 
uſt be therefore iuſerted which does not apparently ariſe 
m ſomething foregoing, and properly make way for 
mething that ſucceeds it. 
This precept is to be underſtood in its rigour only with 
xipect to great and cflcntial events, and cannot be ex- 
ded in the ſame force to minuter circumſtances and 
S decurations, which yet are more happy as they 
tribute more to the main deſign; for it is always a 
oof of extenſive thought and accurate circumſpection, 
promote various purpoſes by the fame act; and the 
ia of an ornament admits uſe, though it ſeems to exclude 
celnity. 
Vhoever purpoſ:s, as it 1s expreſſed by Milton, * to 
build the lofty rhime,“ muſt acquaint himſelf with this 
w of poctical architecture, and take care that bis edi- 
that nothing ſtand ſin- 
e or independent, ſo as that it may be taken away with - 
t injuring the reſt ; but that, from the foundation to tlie 
anacles, one part reſt firm upon another, 
This regular and conſequential diſtribution is among 
mon authors frequently neglected; but the failures 


! thoſe whoſe example can have no influence, may be 


a overlooked; nor is it of much uſe to recall obſcure 


and 
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and unregarded names to memory, for the ſake of ſy ho 
ing with their infamy. But if there is any writer u :der 
genius can embelliſh impropriety, and whoſe authoWWut we 
can make error venerable, his works are the proper 
jects of critical inquiſition, To expunge faults vl folil 
there are no excellencies, is a taſk <qually ufelel; wh of 
that of the chemiſt, who employs the arts of ſeparate hi 
and refinement upon ore, in which no precious mei vine 
contained to reward his operations. there 
The tragedy of Samſon Agoniſtes has been ccc et 
as the ſecond work of the great author of Parachſe LM the 
and oppoſed with all the confidence of triu; 5 to Wes to 
dramatic performances of other nations. It cr „bre: 
deed juſt tentuncats, maxims of wiſdom, and gn — paris 
picty, and many paſlages written with the ang tent {ping t 
of choral poetry, in which there is a jut | pleafn the fe 
mixture of Seneca's moral declamation, wit: i: ο ach 
enthuſiaſm of the Greek writers, Ir is thereto» won 
of examination, whether a performance thun nat 
with genius and enriched with learning, is com ον ig 
cording to the indiſpenſable laws of Aritiore! an es, 
ciſm; and omitting at preſent all other conl.c rao 22 
whether it exhibits a beginning, a middle. and an £00, - 
The beginning is undoubtedly beautiful ani propyl, 0 
opening with a graceful abruptneſs, and proceet ing! , Day 
turally to a mournful recital of facts neccllary to Me, 
Known. hem © 
Samſon, A little onward lend thy guiding hand d:mſor 
To theſe dark ſteps, a little farther on ; ly p 
For yonder bank hath choice of ſun and thade; he ef 
There am I wont to fit when any chance 
Relieves me from my taſk of ſervile toil, gam 
Daily in the common priſon elſe enj in If me. is 
—0, wherefore was my birth from heav'n foretold be wil 
Twice by an angel !— Wiſh 
—Why was my breeding order'd and preſcrib'd, oy 
As of a perſon ſeparate to God, Ty 
Deſign'd for great exploits, fl muſt die Man 


Betray 'd, captiv'd, and both my eyes put cut? 
— Whom have I to complain of but myicif? 


ff (10 
FT wh 
utho 
per 


$ Wha 


els * 
III 


1 


THE RAMBLER, 


vo this high gift of ſtrength committed to me, 
what part lodg'd, how cahly bereft me, 

oder the at of filence could not kee p, 

ut weakly to a woman muſt reveal it. 


ſoliloquy is interrupted by a chorus or company of 
of his own tribe, who condole his miſeries, exte- 
te his fault, and conclude with a ſolema vindication 
vine juſtice. So that at the concluſion of the firſt 
there is no deſign laid, no diſcovery made, nor any 
ton formed towards the ſubſequent event. 
n the ſecond att, Manoah, the father of Samſon, 
es to ſeek his fon; and being ſhewn him by the cho- 
„breaks out into lamentations of his miſery, and 
parifons of his prefent with his former ſtate, repre- 
ing to him the ignominy which his religion ſuffers, 
the feſtival this day celebrated in honour of Dagon, te 
om the idolaters aſcribed his overthrow, 


Thou bear'ſt | 

nongh, and more, the burthen of that fault; 
itteriy haſt thou paid and fill art paying 

hat rigid ſcore. A worſe thing yet remains; 

us day the Philiſtines a pop'lar feaſt 

lere celebrate in Gaza, and proclaim 

at pomp and ſacrifice, and praiſes loud 

0 Dagon, as their god, who hath deliver'd 

hee, Samſon, bound and blind into their hands, 
hem out of thine, who flew'it them many a ſlain, 


dmſon, touched with this reproach, makes a reply 


y penitential and pious ; which his father conſiders 
he effuſion of prophetic confidence, 


Samſon, od, be ſure, 

Vil] not connive or linger thus provok'd, 

t will ariſe and his great name aſſert: 
az0n mult loop, and ſhall ere long receive 
ch a diſcomfit, as ſhall quite deſpoil him 


all theſe boaſted trophies won on me, 


Mancab, With cauſe this hope relieves thee, and theſe 
words 


] as 
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I as a prophecy receive; for God, Ch, 
Nothing more certain, will not long defer, Ard 
. To viadicate the glory of his name, dome 
Sa 
This part of the dialogue, as it might tend to aue will 
or exaſperate Samſon, cannot, I think, be cenſure Whel 
wholly ſuperfluous; but the ſucceeding diſpute, in u And 
Samſon contends to dic, and which his father breaks 
that he may go to ſolicit his releaſe, is only valuable! At] 
its own beautics, and has no tendency to introduce 4 ds af 
thing that follows it. hi 
The next event of the drama is the the arrival of Hi ſo 
lilah; with all her graces, artifices, and alluren.{poſtu 
This produces a dialogue, in a very high degree «Wal; | 
and inſtructive, from which ſhe retires, after the hi ue 
hauſted her perſuaſions, and is no more ſeen nor Hare. 
of; nor has her viſit any effect but that of railiug od utt 
character of Samſon, ugh! 
In the fourth act enters Harapha, the giant of Ged. 
whoſe name had never been mentioned before, and 
has now no other motive of coming than to fee then Say 
Whole ſtrength and actions are ſo loudly celcbrated, * 
910 
Horaph——Moch I have heard | ve 
Of thy prodig:ous might and feats perform'd, Ger ta 
Incredible to me; in this diſpleas'd, 8 
That I was never preſent in the place his 
Ot thofe encounters, where we might have tiy'd p f | | 
Each other's force iu camp, or liſted fields: * 
And now am come to ſee of whom ſuch noite 
Hach walk'd about, and each limb to ſurvey, Whil 
Ii thy appcarance auſwer loud report, ther r 
on w] 
Samſon challenges him to the combat; and, aite! W interr 
interchange of reproaches, elevated by repeated def (crea 
on one tide, and imbittered by contemptuous inſu Hing; 
the other, Harapha retires: we then hear it deter! clent | 
by Samſon and the Chorus, that no conſequence, 006 prev 
bad, will proceed from their interview. c mai 
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Chorus, He will directly to the lords, J fear, 
Ad with malicious couviel flir them up 
Some way or other farther to attlict thee, 
Samſ. He mult alledge ſome cauſe, and offer'd fight 
mim: Will not dare mention, leſt a queſtion rife, 
red Whether he durſt accept the offer or not; 
And that he durſt not, plain enough appear'd. 


of Dh ſome proof of his ſtrength. Samſon, after a ſhort 
1. M@:poſtulation, diſmiſſes him with a firm and refolute re— 
den but during the abſence of the meſſenger, having 
| ohile defended | the propriety of his conduct, he at laſt 
clares himſelf moved bv a ſecret impulſe to comply, 
1 Wd utters ſome dark preſages of a great event to be 
ught to pals by his agency, under the direction of 
CW ovidence, 

id ö 

© m San, Be of good courage; I begin to feel 

dome rouſing motions in me, Which dit; ofe 

be To ſomething g extraordinary my thoughts. 

I with this meflenger will go along, 

Nothing to do, be lure, that may diſhonour 

Our law, or {tain my vow of Nazarite. 

11 there be aught of p . in the mind, 

This day will be remarka able in my lle 

By ſome great act, or of my days the laſt. 


Vhile Samſon is conducted off by the meſſenger, bis 
Wer returns with hopes of ſucceſs in his ſolicuatioa, 
pon which he confers with the Chorus till their dialogue 
uterrupted, firſt by a ſhout of triumph, and atterw ards 
ſcreams of horror and agony, As they ſtand delibe- 
ang where they ſhall be ſecure, a man who had been 
lent at the ſhow enters, and relates how Samſon, hav - 
g prevailed on his guide to ſuffer him to Ican againſt 
e main pillars of the theatrical edifice, tore down the 
vt upon the ipectators and himſclf, 


P wo T hue 


At laſt, in the fifth act, appears a meſſenger from the 
ds aſlembled at the feſtival of Dagon, with a ſummons, 
| which 8 Samſon is required to come and entertain them 


- 
— 
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Thoſe two maſly pillars, s plar 

With horrible confuſion, to and fro, Gd te 
He tugg'd, he ſhook, till down they came, and drew EX 
The whole roof after them, with burſt of thunder, — 
Upon the heads of all who fat beneath dent 
—amſon with theſe inmixt, inevitably lels 
Pull'd down the ſame deſtruction on himſelf, 0 a 
mpol 


This is undoubtedly a juſt and regular cataſtrophe nd un: 
and the poem, therefore, has a beginning and an «Ml It! 
which Ariſtotle himſelf could not have diſapproved; Mens 
it muſt be allowed to want a middle, fince nothing paſl uld 
between the firſt act and the laſt that either haitcn; q eme 


lays the death of Samſon. The whole drama, if its (: ir 
perfluities were cut off, would ſcarcely fill a ſingle af oned | 
= this is the tragedy which ignorance has admired, Af rar 
igotry applauded, nine Of 
urkil 
t Was | 
Mil 
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pic 
Quis tam lucili fautor inepte eſt, . 
Ut non hoc tateatur, Hok, Jocal 0 
, . halyl 
What doating bigot, to his faults ſo blind, horus 

As not to grant me this, can Milton find ? ume 

: c 

; II is common,“ ſays Bacon, * to deſire the end with mw 
: * out enduring the means.“ Every member of | vor 
ciety feels and acknowledges the neceſſity of detect Vor 


erimes, yet ſcarce any degree of virtue or reputation 

able ro ſecure an informer from public hatred. Ile ha 
learned world has always admitted the uſefulneſs of . wh 
tical diſquiſitions, yet he that attempts to ſhew, howert 


modeſtly, the failures of a celebrated writer, ſhall ſure! Tho 
irritate his 2d nirers, and incur the imputation of env! 4 

Saget Dr 'W 
captiouſneſs, and malignity. No 1 


With this danger full in my view, I ſhall proceed! 
examine the ſentiments of Milton's tragedy, which 


though much leſs liable to cenſure than the diſpoſition 0 
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plan, are, like thoſe of other writers, ſometimes ex- 
ed to juſt exception for want of care, or want of diſ- 
ment. 

Sentiments are proper and improper as they conſiſt more 
rlefs with the character and circumſtances of the per- 
1 to whom they are attributed, with the rules of the 
mpoſition in which they are found, or with the ſettled 


Rroph ad unalterable nature of things. : 

an lt is common among the tragic poets to introduce their 
d; rens alluding to events or opinions, of which they 
pa euld not poſſibly have any knowledge. The barbarians 
in; remote or newly diſcovered regions often diſplay their 
irs lin European learning. The god of love is men- 
le ned in Tamerlane with all the familiarity of a Roman 
d, | Woriorammatiſt; and a late writer has put Harvey's doc- 


ine of the circulation of the blood into the mouth of a 
urkiſh ſtateſman, who lived near two centuries before 
t was known even to philoſophers or anatomiſts. 

Milton's learning, which acquainted him with the 
nanners of the ancient eaſtern nations, and his invention, 
thich required no aſſiſtance from the common cant of 
poetry, have preſerved him from frequent outrages of 
Jocal or chronological propriety. Yet he has mentioned 
halybean Steel, of which it is not very likely that his 
horus ſhould have heard, and has made Alp the general 
tame of a mountain, in a region where the Alps could 
karcely be known, 


No medicinal liquor can aſſwage. 
Nor breath of cooling air from ſnowy Alp. 


He has taught Samſon the tales of Circe, and the Syrens, 
x which he apparently hints in his colloquy of Dalilah. 


I know thy trains, 
Tho? dearly to my cofl, thy gins and toils; 
Thy fair enchanted cup and warbling charms 
No more en me have pow'r, 


But the groſſeſt error of this kind is the ſolemn intro- 
luction of the Phacnix in the laſt ſcene, which is faulty, 
P 2 not 
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not only as it 15 incongruous to the perſonage to 
it is aſcribed, but as it is ſo evidently contrary to 
and nature, that i it ought never to be mentioned but a 
fable in any ſerious poem, 


—— Virtue gis 'n for loſt, 
Depreſt, and overthrown, as ſcem'd, 
Like that ſelf begotten bird 
In the Arabian woods emboſt 
That no ſecond knows, nor third, 
And lay ere while a holocauſt; 
From out our alhy womb now teem'd 
Revives, reflourithes, then vigorous moſt 
When moſt unactive deem'd; 
And tho” her body die, her fame ſurvives, 
A ſecular bird ages of lives. 


Another ſpecies of impropricty is, the unſuitablench 


of thoughts to the general character of the poem. 
ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity of tragedy neceſſarily rejcc 
pointed or epigrammatical expreſſions ;, all remote co 


and oppoſition of ideas. Samſon's complaint is thats 


too claborate to be natural, 


As in the land of darkneſs, yet in light, 
To live a life half dead, a living death, 
And bury*d ; but O, yet more imiſcrable! 
Myſelf my : pulchre, a moving grave! 
Bur y 'd, yet not exemprt, 
y privilege of death and burial, 
From worſt of other evils, pains, and wrongs. 


All alluſions to low and trivial objects, with v hich 


contempt is uſually aſſociated, are Joubrlck unſuita 


to a ſpecies of com ofition which ought to be always u- 


ful, though not alw ays magnificent, The remark t 


fore of the Chorus on good and bad news, ſecnis to wail 


elcvation, 
Mamnah. A little ftay _ bring ſome notice hither, 
Chor, Of Food or bad og "ears of bad the fooner ; , 
For cvil news rides %, while good news bait, 
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Thus 


roduced by mere verbal conceits, which depending only 
wn ſounds, loſe their exiſtence by the change of a ſyl- 
wle. Of this kind is the following dialogue. 


but 2; 


Chor, But had we beſt retire? I ſee a form. 

Sam/. Fair days have oft contracted wiad and rain. 
Chor. But this another kind of tempeſt brings. 
Samſ. Be leſs abſtruſe, my ridling days are paſt, 
Chor. Look now for no enchanting voice, nor tear 
The bait of honied words; a rougher tongue 

Draws hitherward, I know him by his ride, 

Ine giant Harapha. 


And yet more deſpicable are the lines in which Ma» 
dal's paternal kindneſs is commended by the Chorus, 


Fathers are wont to lay up for their ſons; 
Thou for thy ſon art bent to lay cut all. 


Samſon's complaint of the inconveniencies of impriſon- 
ent is not wholly without verbal quaintucſs. 


leren 


I a priſoner chain'd, ſcarce freely draw 
The air, impriſon'd alſo cloſe and damp. 


From the ſentiments' we may proverly deſcend to the 

aſideration of the language, which, in imitation of the 

ancients, is through the whole dialogue remarkably fim- 

ple and unadorned, ſeldom heightened by epithets, or va- 

ee by figures; yet ſometimes metaphors find admiſſion, 

neren where their conſiſtency is not accurately preſerved, 
bus Samſon confounds loquacity with a ſhipwreck. 


How could I once look up, or heave the head, 
Who, like a fooliſh pilot, have ſoipwreck'd 
My veſſ«{ truſted to me from above, 

Glorioully rigg d; and for a word, a tear, 
Fool, have 4024-4 the ſecret giſt of God 

Te a deceitful woman ! 
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And the chorus talks of adding fuel to flame in a repo 


He's gone, and who knows how he may report 
Thy words, by adding fuel to the flame! 


The verſification is in the dialogue much more fn! 
and harmonious than in the parts allotted to the ch 
which are often fo harſh and diſſonant, as ſcarce to p! 
ſerve, whether the lines end with or without rhymcy; - 
appcarauce of metrical regularity, 


Or do my eyes miſrepreſent ? Can this be he, 

That heroick, that renown'd, 

Irretiſt; ble Samſon ; whom unarm'd 

No ſtrength of m- m, or fierceſt wild beaſt, could withſtand: 
Who tore the lion, as the lion tears the kid, 


Since J have thus pointed out the faults of Milter 


critical inte grity requires that I thould endeavour to di. 


play his cxcellencies, though they will not cafily + | 
covercd in ſhort quotations, becauſe they conſiſt | 
juſtneſs of diffuſe reaſonings, or in the contexture 5 
method of continued dialogues ; this piay having nen 
of thoſe deſcriptions, ſimilics, or ſplendid ſentences, u 
which other tragedies are fo laviſhly adorned, 


- 


Yet fome pallages may be ſelec ted which ſeem to d a 


ſerve particular notice, either as containing ſentiments 
pallion, repreſentations of lite, precepts of conduc 
{aliies of imagination. It is not eaſy to give a ron 
repreſentation of the wearincſs of deſpondency, tha 
the words of Samſon to his father, 


ry 


— [cc] my genial ſpirits droop, 

My hopes all flat; nature within me ſeems 

In all her f inctions weary of herſelf; 

2 race of glory run, and race of ſhame; 
And I ſhall ſhortly be with them that reſt. 


The reply of Samſon to the flattering Dalilah af 
a nult and ſtrik ins deſcription of the ſtratag ems and: 


ments of feminine hypocxiſy. 
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= T hcole are the wonted arts, 

And arts of ev*ryv woman falſe like thee, 

To break all faith, all yows, deceive, betray, 
Then as repentant to ſubmit, belcech, 

And re: oncilement move with tcign'd remorſe, 
Confeſs and promiſe wonders in her change; 
Not truly pe nitent, but chief to try 

Her huſband, bow far urg'd his patience bears, 
His virtue or weakneſs which way to aſſail: 
Then with more cautious and inſtructed ſkill 
Again tranſ{greites, and again ſubmits. 


When Samſon has refuſed to make himſelf a ſpectacle 


the feaſt of Dagon, he firſt juſtifics his behaviour to 


chorus, who charge him with having ſerved the Phi- 
tines, by a very juſt diſtinction; and then deſtroys the 
mmon excuſe of cowardice and ſervility, which always 
found temptation With compulſion. 


Cizr, Yet with thy ſtren; th thou ſerv*ſ} the Philiftiues. 
am. Not in their idol wort hip, but by labour 
&t and law ful, to deſerve my food 


t thoſe who ad me in their civil power. 


Char. Where the heart joins not, outward acts de file not. 
. Where outward force conſtrains, the ſentence holds, 
a 

dragging ? The Philiſtine lords command. 
nmands are no confirair is If I obey them, 

it freely, vent” ring to diſpleaſe 

| for che fear of man, and man prefer, 


+» { ? 1 Ex. A 
CyUU Demund. 


The comph int of blindneſs which Samſon pours out 

the beginning of the tragedy is cqually a dreſſed to 
p To ns and the fancy. Tuc env merat! n of his mi- 
£5 is ſucceeded by a very plea ſing train of poctical 1 IMa- 
, and concluded by ſuch « xpoſtulations and wijhes, as 
on too often ſubmits to learn from deſpair. 

O firſt Staten beam, and thou great word 

Let there be light, and tight was over all ; 

Why am i — bereay'd thy prime decree t 


The 
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The ſun to me is dark, 
And ſilent as the moon 


' 
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ſ col 


When ſhe deſerts the night, mm ir 
Hid in her vacant interlunar cave. ſomin 
Since light ſo neceſſary is to life, Tun 
And almoſt life itſelf; if it be true us f 
That light is in the ſoul, rs of 
She all in ev'ry part, why was the fight ſl 
To ſuch a tender ball as th' eye confin'd, p I 
So obvious and fo eaſy to be quench'd. ey 
And not, as feeling, thro? all parts diffus'd, ”"__ 
That ſhe may look at will thro* ev'ry pore ? — 

mn 
Such are the faults and ſuch the beauties of San ct 
Agoniſtes, which I have ſhewn with no other puri ©" 
than to promote the knowledge of true criticiſm. TM: 
everlaſting verdure of Milton's laurels has nothing r be 
fear from the blaſts of malignity; nor can my att 
+1 ak any other effect, than to ſtrengthen their fue, he 
y lopping their luxuriance. A 
Whey 

— — —ꝛ— ¾¼i the 
non . 
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Hilariſque, tamen cum pondere, virtus. STAT: fro! 
Greatneſs with caſe, and gay ſeverity. uch 
non 
To the Rambler, 180 
vr, * 
OLITICIANS have long obſerved, that the greif, ''} 
events may be often traced back to ſlender cau!s ty 
Petty competition or caſual friendſhip, the prudence . 
a ſlave, or the garrulity of a woman, have hindered ">>, 
promoted the moſt important ſchemes, and haſtened . 
retarded the revolutions of empire. as 
Whoever ſhall review his life will generally fine miu 
that the whole tenor of his conduct has been determina: 
by ſome accident of no apparent moment, or by a ce d 
bination of inconſiderable circumſtances, acting wit = 
47 


his imagination was unoccupied, and his jadgment'© 
ettled; 
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led; and that his principles and actions have taken 

, colour from ſome ſecret infuſion, mingled without 

| n in the current of his ideas. The defires that 

ſominate in our hearts, arc inſtilled by imperceptible 

munications at the time when we look upon the 

us ſcenes of the world, and the difterent employ- 

rs of men, with the neutrality of inexperience; and 

come forth from the nurſery or the ſchool, invaria- 

deſtined ro the purſuit of great acquiſitions, or petty 
mpliſhments. 

Such was the impulſe by which J have been kept in 

from my carlicſt years. I] was born to an in- 


am nc which gave my childhood a claim to diſtinction 
11 careſſes, and was accuſtomed to hear applauſes, be- 
T&F: they had much influence on my thoughts. The 
ing ol praiſe of which 1 remember mytelf ſenſible, was 
tort of good-humour, which, whether I deſerved it or 
no” | when it was beſtowed, I have ſince made it my 


e buſineſs to propagate and maintain. 
When I was ſent to ſchool, the gaicty of my look, 
| the livelineſs of my loqu: City, toon gained me * 
on to hearts not yet fortified againſt att. Ction by ar- 
: or intereſt, I was entruſted with every ſtratagem, 
alociated in every ſport ; my company gave alacrity 
AT: frolick, and gladneſs to a holiday. 1 was indeed 
m1 ach employed in adjuſting or exccuting ſchemes of 
ton, that I had no leiſure for my t talks, but was 
iſhed with excrciſcs, and inſtructed in my leſſons, 
lime Kind patron of the higher clafſes. My maſter, 
| luſpeCting my deficiency, or unwilling to detect 
t his kindneſs would not puniſh, nor his impartia- 
+ nals. allowed me to eſcape with a flight exami- 
non, laughed at the pertneſs of my ignorance, and 


od 
ed d ; ſrichlineſs of my ablurdinics, and could not for- 

to ſhew that he regarded me with ſuch tenderneſs, 
find nius and learning can ſeldom excite. 


From ſchool I was diſmiſſed to the univerſity, where 
n drew upon me the notice of the younger ſtudents, 
was the conſtant partner of their morning walks, 
| evening compotations. I was not indeed much 
celebrated 


FF "* 


| 
! 
N 
i 
þ 
x 
1 


170 THE RAMBLER, 


celebrated for literature, but was looked on with 
dulgence as « man of parts, who wanted nothing 
the dulneſs of a ſcholar, and might become emin 
whenever he ſhould condeſcend to labour and attcntin 
My tutor a while reproached me with negligence; a 
repreſſed my ſallies with ſupercilious gravity ; yet ha 
ing natural good-humour lurking in his heart, he cn 
not long hold out againſt the power of hilarity, burg 
ter a few months began to relax the muſcles of disc. 
linarian moroſencſs, received me with ſmiles after! 
elopement, and, that he might not betray his truf 
his fondneſs, was content to ſpare my diligence by i 
creaſing his own. | 
Thus I continued to diſſipate the gloom of colles 
ate auſterity, to waſte my own life in idleneſs, and lu 
others from their ſtudies, till the happy hour rin 
when I was ſent to London. I ſoon diſcovered th 
town to be the proper element of youth and gaictr, a 
was quickly diſtinguiſhed as a wit by the ladies, a {pe 
cies of beings only heard of at the univerſity, who 
had no ſooner the happineſs of approaching than I & 
voted all my faculties to the ambition of pleaſing them, 
A wit, Mr. Rambler, in the dialect of ladies, is 1 


always a man who, by the action of a vigorous fan 


upon comprehenſive knowledge, brings diftant ideas u 
expectedly together, who by ſome peculiar acutenc 
diſcovers reſemblance in objects diflimilar to com 
eyes, or by mixing heterogencous notions, dazzles t 
attention with ſudden ſcintiliations of conceit. A lads 


wit is a man who can make ladies laugh, to whicl 


however eaſy it may ſeem, many gifts of nature, 2 


attainments of art, muſt commonly concur. He th 
hopes to be conceived as a wit in female affemblic 


ſhould have a form neither ſo amiable as to ſtrike wv! 
admiration, nor ſo coarſe as to raiſe diſguſt, with 3 
underſtanding too feeble to be dreaded, and too forci) 
to be deſpiſed. The other parts of the character: 
more ſubjeEt to variation; it was formerly eſſential u 
wit, that half his back ſhould be covered with a {10 


fleece; and at a time yet more remote, no man was 2" 
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out his boots. In the days of the Spectator a ſnuff- 
x ſeems to have been indiſpenſible; but in my time 
embroidered coat was ſufficient, without any preciſe 
ulation of the reſt of his dreſs. 

But wigs, and boots, and ſnuff-boxes are vain without '> 
erpetual reſolution to be merry; and who can always 4 
d ſupplies of mirth! Juvenal indeed, in his compa- 1 


hence an une xhauſted fountain of tears could be diſ- 
urged: but had Juvenal, with all his ſpirit, under- 
ken my province, he would have found conſtant = 
y equally difficult to be ſupported, Conſider, Mr. 
ambler, and compathonate the condition of a man, 
ho has taught every company to expect from him a 
atinual feaſt of laughter, an unintermitted ſtream of 
cularity. The taſk of every other ſlave has an end. 
he rower 1n time reaches the porr; the lexicographer 
laſt finds tne concluſion of his alphabet; only the 
pleſs wit has his labour always to begin, the call for 
relty is never ſatished, and one jcſt only raiſes expec- 
non of another, 

know that, among men of learning and aſperity, the 
ainers to the female world are not much regarded; 
t I cannot but hope that if you knew at how dear a 
e our honours are purchaſed, you would look with 
me gratulation on cur ſucceſs, and with ſome pity on 
r miſcarriages, Think on the miſery of him who 
condemned to cultivate barrenneſs and ranſack va- 
ty; who 1s obliged to continue his talk when his 
eaning is ſpent, to raiſe merriment without images, 
haraſs his imagination in queſt of thoughts which he 
nnot ſtart, and his memory in purſuit of narratives 
nich he cannot overtake; obſerve the effort with 
nich he ſtrains to conceal deſpondency by a ſmile, and 
& diftreſs in which he firs while the eyes of the com- 


ny are fixed upon him as their laſt refuge from ſilence "4 
0 dejection. q 
It were endlefs to recount the ſhifts to which I have 
en reduced, or to enumerate the different ſpecies of 
Wiclal wit, I regularly frequented coftee-houles, — 

: Ve 
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have often lived a week upon an expreſſion, of . 


he who dropped it did not know the mh WW No. 
fortune did not favour my erratick induſtry, 

ed jeſts at home from obfolete farces. To 1 E50 
was indecd ſafe, for I conſorted with none that lo Ila 
much into books; but to diſperſe it was the difi e Ka 
A ſeeming negligence was often uſeful, and I | An 
very ſucceſsfully made a reply not to what the lad; 

faid, but to what it was convenient for me to hear: * 

very few were {o perverſe as to rectify a — wh S 
had given occaſion to a burſt of merriment. 8 * 
times I drew the converlation up by degrees to a 5. An 
point, and produced a conceit which I had trealure A 
like ſportſmen who boaſt of Killing the foxcs u Of 
they lodge in the covert. Eminence is however 


ſome happy moments gained at leſs expence; 1 
delighted a whole circle at one time with a ſerie 
quibbles, and made myſelf good company at an! 
by ſcalding my fingers, or mittaking a lady's lap for 
own chair. 

Theſe are artful deceits and uſeful expedicnts; 
expedients are at length exhauſted, and deceits * \ 
Time itſelf, among other injuries, diminiſhes the 
of pleaſing, and I now find in my forty- fifth ye: ir 1 
pranks and pleaſantrics very coldly received, oh 
had formerly filled a whole room with jollity and ac: 
mation. I am under the melancholy neceſſity of | 

orting that character by ſtudy, which I gaincd 
. having learned too late that gaicty muſt be 1 
commended by higher qualities, and that mirth 
never pleaſe long but as the efloreſcence of a mind | 
tor its luxuriance, but eſteemed for its uſefulneſs. 


I am, &c. 
Papitivs 
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1 Hou R. 
A giant ſhepherd here his flock maintains 
Far from the reſt, and ſolitary reigns, 
In ſhelter thick of horrid ſhade reclin'd; 

w And gloomy miſchiefs labour in his mind, 
red A form enormous ! far unlike the race 

* Ot human birth, in ſtature or in face. Pork. 


I To the Rambler. 
eric; Sir, 
AVING been accuſtomed to retire annually from 
the town, I lately accepted the invitation of Eu- 
mio, who has an eſtate and ſeat in a diſtant county. 
3 we were unWilling to travel without improvement, 
e turned often from the direct road to pleaſe ourſelves 
 poweWith the view of nature or of art; we examined every 
r 120d mountain and medicinal ſpring, criticiſed every 
|. ce, contemplated every ruin, and compared every 
| acc ene of action with the narratives of hiſtorians. By 
of (vs ſucceſſion of amuſements we enjuyed the exerciſe 
journey without ſuffering the fatigue, and had no- 
ag to regret but that, by a progreſs ſo leiſurely and 
1 ene, we miſſed. the adventures of a poſt-chaiſe, and 
Ae pleaſure of alarming villages with the tumult of our 
age, and of diſguiſing our inſignificancy by the dig- 
ty of hurry. | 
The firſt week after our arrival at Eugenio's houſe 
115. Ws paſſed in receiving viſits from his neighbours, who 
wded about him with all the eagernets of benevo- 
ice; ſome impatient to learn the news of the court 
A town, that they might be qualified by authentick 
Oormation to dictate to the rural politicians on the 
t bowlmg day; others defirous of his intereſt to ac- 
Vel. III. commodate 
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commodate diſputes, or of his advice in the ſertleys 


of their fortunes and the marriage of their children. dnve 
The civilities which he had received were foon + hum? 
returned; and J paſſed ſome time with great fett Ov" 


N my 


tion in roving through the country, and viewing | 
t re 


ſeats, gardens, and plantations, which are ſcatten 


over it. My pleaſure would indeed have been gre ig) 
had I been ſometimes allowed to wander in a park cou 
10M 


wilderneſs alone, but to appear as the friend of E 
genio was an honour not to be enjoyed without for dy I 


mconveniencics; ſo much was every one folicitous | ling 
my regard, that I could ſeldom eſcape to ſolitude, ff >W! 
ſteal a moment from the emulation of complaiſance, He c 
the vigilance of officiouſneſs. ſed 


In theſe rambles of good neighbourhood, we fr: red 
quently paſſed by a houſe of unuſual magniticence luſter 


While 1 had my curioſity yet diſtracted among maß gem t 
noveltics, it did not much attract my obſervation; nen 
in a ſhort time I could not forbear ſurveying it ggg 


ently 
entlen 
rave | 
cars ( 
ot ful 
ar tC 
ecauſc 
he th 
ard's 


particular notice; for the length of the wall which i 
eloſed the gardens, the diſpoſition of the ſhades tl 
waved over it, and the canals, of which I could obt: 
{ome glimpſes through the trees from our own winds 
gave me reaſon to expect more grandeur and beat 
than I had yet ſeen in that province, I therefore e 
quired,' as we rode by it, why we never, amongſt d 
excurſions, ſpent an hour where there was ſuch an # 
pcarance of ſplendor and affluence. Eugenio told n 


that the ſeat which I fo much admired, was common uy” cate 
called in the country the barnied houſe, and that of 
Viſits were paid there by any of the gentlemen wi" don 
I had yet feen. As the haunts of incorporeal beings a mbir 
generally ruinous, neglected and defolate, I eafily cf eur. 
ceived that there was ſomething to be explained, pen. 


told him that I ſuppoſed it only fairy ground, on Wil By 

ich ” > b I; <hi } . | d: Th 4 Th Fords, 
we might venture by day-light without danger. | 
danger,“ ſays he, * is indeed only that of appeant gent]! 


© to ſolicit the acquaintance of a man, with whom It! mul: 
© Lot poſſible to converſe without infamy, and who ha Ir 


(alt ! 


THE RAMBLER. 175 


driven from him, by his infolence or malignity, every 
human being who can live without him.” 

Our converſation was then accidentally interrupted ; 
t my inquiſitive humour being now in motion, could 
t reſt without a full account of this newly diſcovered 
\digy. I was ſoon informed that the fine houſe and 
cious gardens were haunted by Squire Bluſter, of 
hom it was very caly to ſearn the character, ſince no- 


Of E 

of dy had regard for him fufficient to hinder them trom 
dus ling whatever they could diſcover. 
ude, Squire Bluſter is deſcended of an ancient family, 
ce, abe eſtate which his anceſtors had immemorially poſ- 


ſed was much augmented by Captain Bluſter, who 
e red under Drake in the reign of Elizabeth; and the 
luſters, who were before only petty gentlemen, have 


ICENC 

n»Wom that time frequently reprefenred the ſhire in par- 
n; ment, been choſen ro preſent addreſſes, and given 
t vis at hunting-matches and races. They were emi- 


ch nWently hoſpitable and popular, till the father of this 
entleman died of an election. His lady went to the 


obraMrave ſoon after him, and left the heir, then only ten 
1d {Wears old, to the care of his grand-mother, who would 
ve: Wot ſuffer him to be controlled, becauſe ſhe could not 
e Meir to hear him cry; and never ſent him to ſchool, 
ſt Wccaule ſhe was not able to live without his company. 
n pe taught him however very carly to inipect the ſte- 
d n&W&rd's accounts, to dog the butler from the cellar, and 
non catch the ſervants at a junket! fo that he was at the 


vs of cighteen a complete maſter of all the lower arts 
f domeſtick policy, had often on the road detected 
mbinations between the coachiman and the oftler, and 
rocured the diſcharge of nineteen maids for illicit cor- 
tpondenec with cottagers and chair-women. | 
By the opportunities of parfimony which minority 
rds, and which the probity of his guardians had di- 
gently improved, a very large fum of money was ac- 
mulated, and he found himſelf, when he took his 
fairs into his own hands, the richeſt man in the coun- 
It has been long the cuſtom of this family to cele- 
ate the heir's completion of his twenty-firſt year, by 
2 an 
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an entertainment, at which the houſe is thrown N 
to all that are inclined to enter it, and the whole 121 
vince flocks together as to a general feſtivity. On H] alli! 
occaſion young Bluſter exhibited the firſt tokens of He c: 
future eminence, by ſhaking his purſe at an old penMiſ: to t 
tleman, who had been the intimate friend of his fahe e inf 
and offering to wager a greater ſum than he could I the 
ford to venture; a practice with which he has, at Mirge, 
time or other, inſulted every freeholder within ten mich m 
round him. 2 He 1: 

His next acts of offence were committed in a conte tors. 
tious and ſpiteful vindication of the privileges of H it 
manors, and a rigorous and relentlelt proſecution Mc, 
every man that preſumed to violate his game. As che 
happens to have no eſtate adjoining equal to his ownlual r« 
his oppreſſions are often borne without reſiſtance, M char 
fear of a long ſuit, of which he delights to count tha It is 
expences without the leaſt ſolicitude about the event Nause 
for he knows, that where nothing but an honoraWover 


right is conteſted, the -poorer antagoniſt muſt alwayWnule 


ſuffer, whatever ſhall be the laſt deciſion of the law. ntreati 

By the ſucceſs of ſome of theſe diſputes, he has (Wnciou! 
elated his inſolence, and by reflection upon the genen uri 
hatred which they have brought upon him, ſo irritate e nev 
his virulence, that his whole life is ſpent in mediatingpreti! 


or executing miſchief. It is his common practice Tuthe 
procure his hedges to be broken in the night, and the Such 
to demand ſatisfaction for damages which his grounagQover 
have ſuffered from his neighbour's cattle. An old widonels, 
was yeſterday ſoliciting Eugenio to enable her to repleri che 
her only. cow then in the pound by Squire Bluſter's order F'lowe 
who had ſent one of his agents to take advantage of eh 
calamity, and perſuade her to ſell the cow at an unde ne 
rate. He has driven a day-labourer from his cottage, Nd! 
gathering blackberries in a hedge for his children; far 
has now an old woman in the county-jail for a treipaed, 
which ſhe committed, by coming into his ground 
pick up acorns for her hog. 5 
Money, in whatever hands, will confer power. Di 
treſs will fly to immediate refuge, without wy. con! 
eranod 


mation of remote conſequences. Bluſter has there- 
re a deſpotick authority in many families, whont he 
n th  alſiſted, on preſſing occaſions, with larger ſums than 
can eaſily repay. The only viſits that he makes 
es theſe houſes of misfortune, where he enters wieh 
fache e infolence of ablolute command, enjoys the terrots 
1 family, exacts their obedience, riots at theit 
at On 
1 mil; 


| ope 
le pr 


ith menaces, and the daughter with obſcenity. 

He is of late ſomewhat lets offenfive; for one of his 
onten Mebtors, after gentle expoſtulations, by which he was 
of My irritated to groſſer outrage, ſeized him by the 
jon 6 tere, led him tre mbling into the court-yard, and clol- 
As che door upon him in a ſtormy night. He took luis 
al revenge next morning by a writ; but the debt was 


e, charged by the alſiſtance of E vgenie. 
nt th It is his rule to ſuffer his tenants to owe him rent, 
event Weccauſe by this indulgence he ſecures to himſelf the 


nor ver of ſcizure whenever he has an inclination to 
war rule himſelf with calamity, and feaſt lis cars with 
| treaties and lamentations. Yet as he is fometimes ca- 
has (niciouſly liberal to thoſe” whom he happens to adopt as 
ener cucites, and lets his lands at a cheap rate, his farms 
ritateſhe never long unoccupied; and when one is ruined by 
latin! vreffion, the poſſibility of better fortune quickly lures 
ice Mother to ſupply his place. 
Athen Such is the life of Squire Bluſter; a man in whoſe 
oundiFover fortune has liberally placed the nicans of hap- 
vidouWinelſs, but who has defeated all her gifts of their end 
plev1n the depravity of his mind. He is wealthy without 
order lowers; he is magnificent without witneſſes; he has 
of het nh without alliance, and influence without dignity. 


undes neighbours ſcorn him as brute; his dependents 
re, fot * him as an oppreſſor; and he has only the eu 
fort of reflecting, that if he is hated, he is likewi 
cpa Warcd. 
nd t J am, Sir, &c. . 

5 Vaculus. 
Di! 
conf! 
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harge, and in the height of his joy inſults the father 
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entivi 

Movcat cornicula riſum w p 
Furtivis nudata coloribus,— Hon. ſors 

Leſt when the birds their various colours claim legan! 
Stripp'd of his ſtolen pride, the crow forlorn an W 
Should ſtand the laughter of the publick ſcorn. pary, 
Francis, er 0 

rom | 

A MONG the innumerable practices by which intere{{Wrt, ar 
or envy have taught thoſe who live upon litera} Ma 


fame to diſturb each other at their airy banquets, bor, 
of the moſt common is the charge of plagiariſm. MWH icht 
the excellence of a new compoſition can no longer Mme 
conteſted, and malice is compelled to give way to lich 
unanimity of applauſe, there is yet this one expedicnWnuſt : 
to be tried, by which the author may be degrade ch 
though his work be reverenced ; and the excellene rent 
which we cannot obſcure, may be ſet at ſuch diſtance Mon t. 


not to overpower our fainter luſtre. ocks ; 
This accuſation is dangerous, becauſe, even when ny cc 

is falſe, it may be ſometimes urged with probability hop 
Bruyere declares, that we are come into the world tender 
late to produce any thing new, that nature and |ifetheſe 
are preoccupied, and that deſcription and ſentime nend 
have been long exhauſted. It is indeed certain, th Wt 


whoever attempts any common topick, will find une 
pected coincidences of his thoughts with thoſe of othet 
writers; nor can the niceſt judgment always diſtingula 
accidental fimilitude from artful imitation. There 
likewiſe a common ſtock of images, a ſettled mode d 
arrangement, and a beaten track of tranſition, which a. 
authors ſuppoſe themſelves at liberty to uſe, and whicl 
produce the reſemblance generally obſervable among ci 
temporarics. So that in books which beſt deſerve th 
name of originals, there is little new beyond the di 
poſition of materials already provided; the ſame ide 
and combinations of ideas have been long in the pit 1 


ſeſſion of other hands; and by reſtoring to every that « 
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own, as the Romans muſt have returned to their 
s from the poſſeſſion of the world, fo the moſt in- 
entire and fertile genius would reduce his folios to a 
w pages. Yet the author who imitates his prede- 
fors only by furniſhing himſelf with thoughts and 
legancies out of the ſame general magazine of literature, 
an with little more propriety be reproached as a pla- 
ary, than the architect can be cenſured as a mean co- 
er of Angelo or Wren, becauſe he digs his marble 
rom the ſame quarry, ſquares his ſtones by the ſame 
intetein, and unites them in columns of the ſame orders. 

iter Many ſubjects fall under the conſideration of an au- 
ts, bor, which being limited by nature can admit only of 
WheWight and accidental diverſities. All definitions of the 


Hon. 


N CIS, 


ver me thing muſt be nearly the ſame; and deſcriptions, 
to t hich are definitions of a more lax and fanciful kind, 
xdicrWnuſt always have in ſome degree that reſemblance to 
raded ich other which they all have to their object. Dif- 
ene 


ferent puets deſcribing the ſpring or the ſea would men- 
jon the zephyrs and the hovers, the billows and the 
ocks; reflecting on human life, they would, without 
hen Mey communication of opinions, lament the deceitfulneſs 
bilirr t hope, the fugacity of pleaſure, the frayility of beauty, 
1d tend the frequency of calamity; and for palliatives of 


1NCE A 


4 lie heſe incurable miſerics, they would concur in recom- 
1menWmending kindneſs, temperance, caution, and fortitude. 
„tha When therefore there are found in Virgil and Horace 


unt: wo ſimilar paſſages 


one! . 
He tibi erunt arte!!üłçôö»: 


BY Parcere ſubjectis, et debellare ſuperbos,m— Virs, 
ere 18 
de Of To tame the proud, the fet:er*d ſlave to free: 


Theſe are imperial arts, and worthy thee. Davpen. 


Imperet bellante prior, jacentem 
Lenis in hoſtem. Hom. 


Let Cæſar ſpread his conqueſts far, 
Leſs pleas'd to triumph than to ſpare. 


it is ſurely not neceſſary to ſuppoſe with a late eritick 
Wat one is copied from the other, ſince ncither Virgil 
nor 


— —— 
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nor Horace can be ſuppoſed ignorant of the com Hora 
duties of humanity, and the virtue of moderation in fy. 


ceſs. | 
Cicero and Ovid have on very different occaſions g. 
marked how little of the honour of a victory belns 
to the general, when his ſoldiers and his fortune hay 4 
made their deductions; yet why ſhould Ovid be f. 
pected to have owed to Tully an obſervation hid wu : 
perhaps occurs to every man that ſees or hears of mil. 0 
tary glories ? _ 
Tully obſerves of Achilles, that had not Homer writ. 3 
ten, his valour had been without praiſe. ou 
Nife Ilias illa exiitifſet, idem tumulus ui corpus ejus cite The 
xerat, nomen ejus obruiſſet, nd ſo 
Unleſs the Iliad had been publiſhed, his name had been 14 ſe of 
in the tomb that covered his body, deſp 
Horace tells us with more energy, that there were 7 
brave men before the wars of Troy, but they were unte 
in oblivion for want of a poct, + MMU 
Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona jt Or] 
Multi; ſed omnes illachrymabiles Eu 
Urgentur, ignotigue longa n ſuc] 
Nee, carent quia vate ſacro. mitat! 
Before great Agamemnon reign'd, oth, | 
Reign'd Kings as great as he, and brave, 
Whoſe huge ambition's now contain'd 
In the ſmall compaſs of a grave, 
In endleſs night they fleep, unwept, unknown 
No bard had they to make all time their own. 
Fa ANC1s. 
Tully enquires, in the ſame oration, why, but fr 
fame, we diſturb a ſhort life with ſo many fatigues; 
Quid eſt qued in hoc tam exiguo vitæ curriculo et tam rev 
tantis nos in laboribus exerceamus ? 1 
Why in ſo ſmall a circuit of life ſhould we employ out- F 
fclves in ſo many fatigues ? 7 


Horace 
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"ma Horace enquires in the ſame manner 
in fue, Quid brevi fortes jaculamur ævo 
Se; Multa ? 
long Why do we aim, with eager ſtrife, 
> hate At things beyond the mark of life ? FAN cls. 
2 5 ben our life is of fo ſhort duration, why we form ſuch 
- _- Whimerous defigns? But Horace, as well as Tully, might 
"cover that records are needful to preſerve the me- 
wr BP of ations, and that no records were fo durable 
"Wh poems; either of them might ſind out that life is ſhort, 
nd that we conſume it in uhneceſſary labour. 
ci: There are other flowers of fiction ſo widely ſcattered 
nd ſo eaſily cropped, that it is ſcarcely juſt to tax the 
en Ae of them as an act by which any particular writer 
deſpoiled of his garland; for they may be ſaid to have 
en planted by the ancients in the open road of poetry 
were er the accommodation of their ſucceſſors, and to be the 
rot every one that has art to pluck them without 
during their colours or their fragrance. The paſſage 
F Orpheus to hell, with the recovery and ſecond lots 
f Eurydice, have been deſcribed after Boetius by Pope, 
n ſuch a manner as might juſtly leave him ſuſpected of 
nitation, were not the images ſuch as they might 
oth have derived from more ancicnt writers. 
775 ſontes agitant metu 
trices ſcelerum dee 
Jam mæſtæ lacrymis madent, 
Non Ixionium caput 
_ Velox præcipitat reta. 
* The pow'rs of vengeance, while they hear, 
Touch'd with compaſſion, drop a tear; 
Ixion's rapid wheel is bound, 
Fix'd in attention to the ſound, F. LEWIS. 
Thy ſtone, O Syſiphus, ſtands ſtill, 
1 Ixion reſts upon his wheel, 
And the pale ſpectres dance 
The furies ſink upon their iron beds. 
e 
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Tandem, vincimur, arbiter 
Umbrarum, miſerans, ai. 


Donemus, comtem wiro, 
Emtam carmine, conjug em. 


Subdu'd at length, Hell's pitying monarch cry'd, 


The ſong rewarding, let us yield the bride, F. Lew 


He ſung, and Hell conſented 
To hear the poet's prayer; 

Stern Proſerpine relented, 
And gave him back the fair. 


Heu, no#tis mY. ter minos 
Orpheus Eurydicen ſuam 
Vidit, perdidit, occidit. 
Nor yet the golden verge of day begufty 
When Orpheus, her unhappy lord, 
Eurydice to life reſtor'd, 
At once beheld, and loſt, and was undone, F. Lry 


But ſoon, too ſoon, the lover turns his eyes: 
Again he falls, again the dies, the dies; 


No writer can be fully convicted of imitation, ence! 
there is a concurrence of more reſemblance than can i 


imagined to have happened by chance; as where t| 
ſame ideas are conjoined without any natural ſeries « 
neceſlary coherence, or where not only the thought 


the words are copied. Thus it can ſcarcely be done 


that in the firſt of the following paſſages Pope remcn 
bered Ovid, and that in the ſecond he copied Craſlias. 


Spe pater dixit, ſtudium quid inutile tentas ? 
Mae onides nullas ipſe religuit opes 
Sponte ſud carrien numercs weniebat ad aptor, 


Et quod conabar ſcribere, ver ſus crat. Ovn, 


Quit, quit this barren trade, my father cry'd, 

Ev'n Homer left no riches when he dy*'d— 

In verſe ſpontaneons flow'd my native ſtrain, 

Forc'd by no ſweat or labour of the brain. F. Lewti 


J left no calling for this idle trade; 
No duty broke, no father diſobey d; 
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While yet a child, ere yet a fool to fame, 
I liſp'd in numbers, for the numbers came. Porz. 


— This plain floor, 
Believe me, reader, can ſay more 
Than many a braver marble can, 


L Here lies a truly honeſt man. CraSHaAy. 
Ew! 

This modeſt ſtone, what few vain marbles can, 

May truly ſay, Here lies an honeſt man. Por E. 


Conceits, or thoughts not immediately impreſſed by 
büble objects, or neceſſarily ariſing from the coalition 
compariſon of common ſentiments, may be with great 
tice ſuſpected whenever they are found a ſecond time. 
nus Waller probably owed to Grotius an elegant com- 
ment. 


Here lies the learned Savil's hei, 

So carly wiſe, and laſting fair, 

That none, except her years they told, 

Thought her a child, or thought her old, WaALLER. 


FT) 


Unica lux ſecli, genitoris gleria, nemo 


* NQuem puerum, nemo credidit eſſe ſenem. Gar. 
Can if he age's miracle, his father's joy! 

e tk Nor old you wou'd pronounce him, nor a boy. 

wo F. Lzw1s, 


And Prior was indebted for a pretty illuſtration to 
men eync's poctical hiſtory of Henry the ſeventh, 


For nought but light itſelf, itſelf can ſhow, 
And only kings can write, what Kings can do. 
ALLEYNE, 


wt Your muſick's power, your muſick muſt diſcloſe. 

| For what light is, *tis only light that news. Pu1on. 
And with yet more certainty may the ſame writer be 
ured, for endeavouring the clandeſtine appropriation 
un 


; himſelf diſgraced, from an epigram of Plato. 


a thonght which he borrowed, ſurely without think - 
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75 [lain To x&To@Tger' es Toin 4 ao ba „ injor 
Ovn ib, In & 1» dp, & db he pre 
Venus, take my votive glaſs, wh wv 
Since I am not what I was; res CC 
What from this day I ſhall be, hat thi 
Venus let me never ſee, com 
her; a 
As not every inſtance of ſimilitude can be conſider ie left 
as a proof of imitation, ſo not every imitation ought lic erer 
be ſtigmatized as a plagiariſm. The adoption of a n The 
ſentiment, or the inſertion of a borrowed ornamenWe muct 
may ſometimes diſplay ſo much judgment as will alma als to 
compenſate for invention; and an inferior genius mand wh: 
without any imputation of ſervility, purſue the pet wh 
of the ancients, provided he declines to tread in theWriſible 
footſteps. nermit 
es? 1 
m any 
R the 
No. CXLIV. SATURDAY, AUGUST 3. 7. .... 
Daphnidis arcum | oy 4 
Fregiſti et calamos: quz tu, perverſe Menalca, * 
Et cum vidiſti puero donata, dolebas; „ 
Et ſi non aliqua nocuiſſes, mortuus eſſes. Vue 50 
ICMIETV 
The bow of Daphnis and the ſhafts you broke; hen v 
When the fair boy receiv'd the gift of right; dard, 
And but for miſchief, you had dy'd for ſpite. ploy 
Davos... 
Cs : i 5 . ; ey tot] 
Tz is impoſſible to mingle in converſation without Me of x 
ſerving the difficulty with which a new name mac yh 
its way into the world. The firſt appearance of MI, he 
cellence unites multitudes againſt it, unexpected op could 
ſition riſes up on every fide; the celebrated and . um. 
obſcure join in the confederacy; ſubtility furniſhes a er co. 
to impudence, and invention leads on credulity. A; th, 
The ſtrength and unanimity of this alliance 1s 1 every 
eaſily conceived. It might be expected that no mag. 1. 
ſhould ſuffer his heart to be inflamed with malice, don. 


I of 


THE RAMBLER. 185 


injuries; that none ſhould buſy himſelf in conteſting 
he pretenſions of another, but when ſome right of his 
wn was involved in the queſtion; that at leaſt hoſti- 
ies commenced without caufe, ſhould quickly ceaſe; 
hat the armies of malignity ſhould ſoon diſperſe, when 
common intereſt could be found to hold them toge- 
her; and that the attack upon a riſing character ſhould 
e left to thoſe who had ſomething to hope or fear from 
e eren . 

The hazards of thoſe that aſpire to eminence would 
much diminiſhed if they had none but acknowledged 
als to encounter. Their enemies would then be few, 
nd what 1s of yet greater importance, would be known. 
ut what caution is ſufficient to ward off the blows of 
viſible aſſailants, or what force can ſtand againſt un- 
termitted attacks, and a continual ſucceſſion of ene- 
es? Yer ſuch is the ſtate of the world, that no ſooner 
n any man emerge from the crowd, and fix the eyes 
f the publick upon him, than he ſtands as a mark to 
e arrows of lurking calumny, and receives in the tu- 
t of hoſtility, from diſtant and from nameleſs hands, 
unds not always eaſy ro be cured, 

t is probable that the onſet againſt the candidates 
r renown 1s originally incited by thoſe who imagine 
emſelves in danger of ſuffering by their ſucceſs; but 
hen war 1s once declared, volunteers flock to the 
dard, multitudes follow the camp only for want of 
nployment, and flying ſquadrons are difperſed to every 
rt, fo pleaſed with an opportunity of miſchief, that 
ey toil without proſpect of praiſe, and pillage without 
pe of profit. 

When any man has endeavoured to deſerve diſtine- 
mM, he will be ſurpriſcd to hear himſelf cenſured where 
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Pr "a could not expect to have been named; he will find 
1 8 acrimony of malice among thoſe whom he 
am er could have offended. 

s there are to be found in the ſervice of envy men 
g every diverſity of temper and degree of underſtand- 
_ { caſumny is diffaſed by all arts and methods of pro- 
) p ion. Nothing is too groſs or too refined, too cruel 
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or too trifling, to be practiſed; very little regard is H The 


to the rules of honourable hoſtility, but every Weap entio 
is accounted lawful, and thoſe that cannot make athH of i. 
at life are content to keep themſelves in play with poi; proy 
malevolence, to teize with feeble blows and impor wur Bi 
diſturbance. X truſt 

But as the induſtry of obſervation has divided Me 
moſt miſcellaneous and confuſed aſſemblages into pry ee an 
claſſes, and ranged the inſects of the ſummer, that uu the £ 
ment us with heir drones ot ſtings, by their * in; he 
tribes; the perſecutors of merit, notwithſtanding . anc 
numbers, may be likewiſe commodiouſly diftinguilue rich 
into Roarers, Whiſpcrers, and Moderators. e has li 

The Roarer is an enemy rather terrible than dug do r 
rous. He has no other qualification for a champion the p 
controverſy than a hardened front and ſtrong vice, t! 
Having ſeldom ſo much deſire to confute as to li.mnMrntcfab 
he depends rather upon vociferation than argumeniWn; th: 
and has very little care to adjuſt one part of his ace 2 : {cr 
tion to another, to preſerve decency in his languaye, of the fi 
probability in his narratives, He has always a ſtore the ch 
reproachful epithets and contemptuous : appellation: , ria \s ere 
dy to be produced as occaſion may require, wluch! nething 
conſtant uſe he pours out with reſiſtleſs volubili. 13 
the wealth of a trader is mentioned, he without ef i 
tation devotes him to bankruptcy; if the ir; ; qpenly 
elegance of a lady be commended, he wonders I i The 1; 
town can fall in love with ruſtick deformity; it n W 


performance of genius happens to be celebrated, he vr hone: 


nounces the writer a hopelcis idiot, without know.c: Mer trut. 
of books or life, and without the underſtanding e to 

which it muſt be acquired. His exaggerations are hath 
nerally without effect upon thoſe whom lie comp ion, 
hear them; and though it will ſometimes happen ee, cc 
the timorous are awed by his violence, and the ey ture 

lous miſtake his confidence for knowledge, yet the bai, 
nions which he endeavours to ſuppreſs ſoon recover tory p 
former ſtrength, as the trees that bend to the tee; m. 
erect chemſelyes again when it's forge is paſt, Mdients 
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The Whiiperer is more dangerous. He eaſily gains 

ention by a ſoft addreſs, and excites curioſity by an 

r of imp. tance. As ſecrets are not to be made che ap 
promiſcuous publication, he calls a ſelect audience 
ur bim, and gratifies their vanity with an appearance 
ruft by communicating his intelligence in a low voice. 
the trader he can tell, tha: though he ſeems to ma- 
ge an extenſive commerce, and talks in high terms 
the funds, yet his wealth is not equal to his reputa- 
pn; he has lately ſuffered much by an expenſive pro- 
dt, and had a greater thare than is acknowledged in 
+ rich ſhip that periſhed by the ſtorm. Of the beauty 
c has little to ſay, but that they who ſee her in a morn- 
do not diſcover all theſe graces which are admired 
the park. Of the writer he affirms with great ccr- 
nty, that, though the excellence of the work be in- 
nicable, he can claim but a ſmall part of the reputa- 
; that he owed moſt of the images and ſentiments 
. friend; and that the accuracy and equality 
the ſtyic was produced by the ſuccetlive correction 
the chief criticks of the age. 
As every one is pleaſed with imagining that he knows 
nething not yet commonly div ul ged, ſecret hiſtory 
ily gains credit; but it is for the "moſt part believed 
ly while it circulates i in whiſpers; and when once it 
wenly told, is openly confuted, 
The moſt pernicious encmy is the man of Modera- 
n Whithour intereſt in the queſtion, or any motive 
t honeſt cur lofiry, this impartial. and zealous enquirer 
er truth is ready to hear cither hde, and always dif- 
& to kind interpretations and favourable opinions. 
* hath heard the traders affairs reported with great 
non, and after a diligent compariſon of the cvi— 
R concludes it probable that the ſplendid ſuper- 

ture of buſineſs being originally built upon a nar- 

r batts, bas lately been found to totter: but between 
ory payment and bankruptcy there is a great diſ- 
; many merchants havc ſupported themſelves by 
kdients for a time e, without any final injury to their 
ars; and what is loft by one adventure may be 
R 2 recovered 
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recovered by another. He believes that a young hd 
pleaſed with admiration, and deſirous to make perf 
what is already excellent, may heighten her charms h 
artificial improvements, but ſurely moſt of her beau 
ties muſt be genuine, and who can ſay that he is who) 
what he endeavours to appcar? The author he knoy 
to be a man of diligence, who perhaps does not ſpark! 
with the fire of Homer, but has the judgment to diſcover 
his own deficiencies, and to ſupply them by the help 
others; and in his opinion modeſty is a quality fo ami 
ble and rare, that it ought to find a patron wherevet 
it appears, and may juſtly be preferred by the public 
ſuffrage to petulant wit and oftentatious literature, 

He who thus diſcovers failings with unwillingne{ 
and cxtcnvates the faults which cannot be denied, put 
an end at once to doubt or vindication ; his hearers rc 
poſe upon his candour and veracity, and admit thi 
charge without allowing the excuſe. 

Such arc the arts by which the envious, the idle, th 
peeviſh, and thovughtleſs, obſtruct that worth whic 
they cannot equal; and by artifices thus eaſy, ſordid 
and deteſtable, is induſtry defeated, beauty blaſted, an 
genius depreſſed. 
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Non ſi priores Mæonius tenet 
Sedes Homerus, Pindaricæ latent, 
Cexqne et Alcæi minaces 
Steſichorique graves Cameœnæ. 


What though the muſe her Homer thrones 
High above all the immortal quire; 
Nor Pindar's raptures ſhe difowns, 
Nor hides the plaintive Cœan lyre: 
Alczus ſtrikes the tyrant's ſoul with dread, 
Nor yet is grave Steſichorus unread, FrAaxci 


T is allowed that vocations and employments of let 
dignity are of the moſt apparent ule ; that the mean 
arill 
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wiſan or manufacturer contributes more to the accom- 
modation of life, than the profound. ſcholar and argu- 
bentative theoriſt; and that the publick would ſuffer lets 
preſent inconvenience from the baniſhment of philoſo- 
phers than from the extinction of any common trade. 

Some have been fo forcibly ſtruck with this obſerva- 
bon, that they have, in the firſt warmth of their diſco- 
ry, thought it reaſonable to alter the common diſtribu- 
on of dignity, and ventured to condemn mankind of 


hom we are molt benefited ſhould be moſt honoured. 
And what labour can be more uſeful than that which 
procures to families and communities thoſe neceſſaries 
which ſupply the wants of nature, or thoſe conveniencies 
by which eaſe, ſecurity, and elegance, are conferred ? 
This 1s one of the innumerable theories which the firſt 
wtempt to reduce them into practice certainly deſtroys. 
If we eſtimate dignity by immeditate uſefulneſs, agricul- 
ture is undoubtedly the firſt and nqbleſt ſcience; yet we 
fe the plough driven, the clod broken, the manure 
ſpread, the ſeeds ſcattered, and the harveſt reaped, by 
men whom thoſe that feed upon their mduſtry will ne- 
er be perſuaded to admit into the ſame rank with 
heroes, or with ſages; and who, after all the confeſſions 
which truth may extort in favour of their occupation, 
maſt be content to fill up the loweſt claſs of the common- 
wealth, to form the baſe of the pyramid of ſubordina- 
on, and lie buricd in obſcurity themſelves, while they 
fopport all that is ſplendid, conſpicuous, or exalted. | 
It will be found upon a cloſer inſpection, that this 
part of the conduct of mankind is by no means contrary 
„ reaſon or enquiry. Remuneratory honours are pro- 
prtioned at once to the uſefulneſs and difficulty of per- 
Frmances z and are properly adjuſted by compariſon of 
de mental and corporeal abilities, which they appear 
p employ. That work, however neceſſary, which is 
arried on only by muſcular ſtrength and manual dex- 
rity, is not of equal eſteem, in the conſideration of ra- 
tonal beings, with the taſks that exerciſe the intellectual 
; R 3 powers, 


Hos 


mverfal ingratitude. For juſtice exacts, that thoſe by 
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powers, and require the active vigour of imaginaticn, 
or the gradual and Jaborious inveſtigations of reaſon, 

The merit of all manual occupations ſecms to ter. 
minate in the inventor; and ſurely the firſt ages cannot 
be charged with ingratitude ; fince thoſe who civilize4 
barbarians, and taught them how to ſecure themſelve 
from cold and hunger, were numbered amongſt their 
deities. But theſe arts once diſcovered by philoſophy, 
and facilitated by experience, are afterwards praiſed 
with very little aſſiſtance from the faculties of the foul; 
nor is any thing neceſſary to the regular diſcharge < 
theſe inferior duties, beyond that.rude obſervation which 
the moſt ſluggiſh intelle&t may practice, and that in- 
duſtry which the ſtimulations of neceſſity naturally en- 
force. 

Yet though the refuſal of ſtatues and panegyrick to 
thoſe who employ only their hands and feet in the 
ſervice of mankind may be caſily juſtified, I am far fron 
intending to incite the petulance of pride, to juſtify the 
ſuperciliouſneſs of grandeur, or to intercept any part > 
that tenderneſs and benevolence which by the privilege 
of their commen nature one man may claim from an- 
other, 

That it would be neither wiſe nor equitable to diſcou- 
rage the huſbandman, the labourer, the miner, or the 
ſmith, is generally granted; but there is another race ct 
beings equally obſcure and equally indigent, who, be- 
cauſc their uſefulneſs is leſs obvious to vulgar apprehen- 
ſions, live unrewarded and die uvpitied, and who have 
been long expoſed to inſult without a defender, and to 
cenſure without an apologiſt. 

The authors of London were formerly computed by 
Swift at ſeveral thouſands; and there is not any reaſon 
for ſuſpecting that their number has decreaſed. Of theſe 
only a very few can be ſaid to produce, or endeavour to 
produce new ideas, to extend any principle of icicnce, c 
gratify the imagination with any uncommon train 
images or contexture of events; the reſt, however [z- 
borious, however arrogant, can only be conſidered as the 
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1n, cudees of the pen, the manufacturers of literature, who 


. ave ſet up for authors, either with or without a regv.ar 
ter. Nitiation, and, like other artificers, have no other care 
gt ien to deliver their tale of wares at the ſtared time. 

12e4 It has been formerly imagined, that he who intends 
Ives Nie entertainment or inſtruction of others, mult feel in 
vir Meimſelf ſome peculiar impulſe of genius; that he muſt 
hy, ch the happy minute in which his natura! fu re is ex- 


ned, in which his mind 1s elevated with nobler tenti— 
ul; Nents, enlightened with clcarer views, and invigorated 
e of rith ſtronger comprehenſion; that hie muſt carefully ſelec 
uch is thoughts and polith his expretiions ; and 2nimate his 
in- Mefforts with the hope of raiſing a monument of learning, 
en- Nrhich neither time nor envy ſhall be able to deſtroy. 

But the authors whom I am now endeavouring to re- 
to WMeemmend have been too long hackuryed in the ways of men 
the io indulge the chimerical ambition of immortality; they 
Om have ſeldom any claim to the trade of writing, but that 
the Miicy have tried ſome other without ſucceſs; "they per- 
t of Neve no particular ſummons to compoſition except the 
ege ¶ und of the clock; they have no other rule than the law 
an» Wor the faſhion for admitting their thoughts or rejecting 
tnem; and about the opinion of poſterity "they have little 


Ou- flicitude, for their productions are ſeldom intended to 
the MWremain in the world longer than a weck. 

> of That ſuch authors are not to be rewarded with praiſe 
be- evident, fince nothing can be admired when it ceaſcs 


tb exiſt ; but ſurely, though they cannot aſpire to ho- 
nour, they may be exempted from ignominy, and adopt- 
ed in that order of men which deſerves our kindneſs, 
tough not our reverence. Theſe papers of the day, the 

ohemerzs of learning, have uſes more adequate to the 
Purpoſes of common life than more pompous and durable 
volumes. If it is neceſſary for every man to be more ac- 
quainted with his contemporaries than with paſt genera- 
ons, and to rather know the events which may imme- 
Uztely affect his fortune or quiet, than the revolutions of 
ancient kingdoms, in which he has neither poſſeſſions 
ur expectations; if it be pleaſing to hear of the prefer- 
ment 


Pp 
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ment and diſmiſſion of ſtateſmen, the birth of heirs, an 
the marriage of bcauties, the humble author of journas 
and gazettes muſt be conſidered as a liberal diſpenſer d 
benencial knowledge. 

Even the abridger, compiler, and tranſlator, theugh 
their labours cannot be ranked with thoſe of the diurnal 
hiſtoriographer, yet muſt not be raſhly doomed to anni. 
hilation. Every ſize of readers require a genius of cor- 
reſpondent capacity; fome delight in abſtracts and epi- 
tomes, becauſe they want room in their memory tor 
long details, and content themſelves with effects, with. 
out enquiry after cauſes; ſome minds are overpowered by 
ſplendor of ſentiment, as ſome eyes are offended by a 
glaring light; ſuch will gladly contemplate an author in 
an humble imitation, as we look without pain upon the 
ſun in the water. 

As every writer has his ule, every writer ought '9 
have his patrons; and ſince no man, however high le 
may now ttand, can be certain that he ſhall not be ſoon 
through down from his elevation by criticiſm or caprice, 
the common intereſt of learning requires that her ſors 
ſhould ceaſe from inteſtine hoſtilities, and inſtead of 14» 
criſicing cach other to malice and contempt, endeavour 
to avert perſecution from the mcaneſt of their fraterny, 


No. CXLVI. SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 1751. 


Sunt illic duo, treſre, qui revolvant 
Noftrarum tineas ineptiarum : 
PF cum ſponſio, fabula:que laſſe + 


De ſcorpo ſuerint incitatu. Max r. 
Tis poſſible that one or two 
Theſe fooleries of mine may view; 

But then the bettings muſt be o'er, | 

Nor Crab or Childers talk'd of more. F. LX WII 


JONE of the projects or de ſigns which exerciſe the 
mind of man are equally ſubject to obſtructions and 
diſappointments with the purſuit of fame. Riches can- 
not 
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a eafily be denied to them who have ſomething of 
naß rater value to offer in exchange; he whoſe fortune is 
r of dangered by litigation, will not refuſe ro augment the 

realth of the lawyer; he whoſe days are darkened by 
voh gur, or whole nerves are excruciated by pain, 1s 
nal .mpelled to pay tribute to the ſcience of healing. But 
mi. ie may be always omitted without inconvenience. 
or- WV hen once a man has made celebrity neceffary to his 
epi- Woppineſs, he has put it in the power of the weaxent and 
ert timorous malignity, if not to take away ins ſatisfac- 
ith. n, at Icaſt to withhold it. His enemies may indulge 
yer * by airy negligence, and gra if inet malice by 
y a Wet neutrality. They that could ncver have injured a 
nter by invectives, may combine to annihiiare it by 
the Neace; as the women of Rome threatened to put an end 


conqueſt and dominion, by ſupplying no children to the 
% Wimmonwealth. 
le WI When a writer has with long toil produced a work in- 
00 ended to burſt upon mankind with unexpected luſtre, 


ice, id withdraw rhe attention of the learned world from 
ors Worry other controverſy or enquiry, he is elde m content- 
.o wait long without the enjoy ment 0 f is new praiſes. 
our WV ith an imagination full of his own importance, he 


tr. Nals out like a monarch in diſguiſe, to leatn the various 
; PIMons of his readers. Prepared to feat upon admira— 
on; compoſed to encounter cenſures without emotion 
determined not to fufter his quiet to be injured by a 
Ienfibility too exquiſite of praiſe or blame, but to lau; Zh 
"th equal contempt at vain objeEtions and injudicious 
mmendat ions, he enters the places of min: led conver- 
lation, fits down to his tea in an obſcure corner, and 
while he appears to examine a file of antiquated journals, 
aches the converſation of the whole room. He liſtens, 
but hears no mention of his book, and therefore ſuppoſes 
at he has diſappointed his curioſity by delay; and that 
men of learning would naturally begin their converſa- 
ten with ſuch a wonderful novelty, they had digreficd to 
he Ker ſubjects before his arrival. The company diſperſes, 
nd their places are ſupphed by others equally ignorant, 
equally carcleſs. The ſame expectation hurries him 
o 
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to another place, from which the ſame diſappointmerei yy 

drives him ſoon away. His impatience then grows vie” . 

lent and tumulutous; he ranges over the town with reſt. fact 
pon t 


leſs curiſioty, and hears in one quarter of a cricket. 
match, in another of a pick- pocket; is told by ſome cf 
an unexpected bankruptcy, by others of a turtle feat; 5 
ſometimes proveked by importunate enquiries after the 


white bear, and ſometimes with praiſes of the dancing ee 
dog; he is afterwards entreated to give his judgment u 
vpon a wager about the height of the Monument; in- [OF # 
vited to ſee a foot-race in the adjacent villages ; de tired * 
to read a ludicrous advertiſement; or conſulted about iz lot 
the moſt effectual method of making enquiry after a {a- hich 
yourite cat. The world is bufied in affairs, which he P 
thinks below the notice of reaſonable creatures, and 0 
which are nevertheleſs ſufficient to withdraw all regard orld | 
from his labours and his merits. has 
He refolves at laſt to violate his own modeſty, aud”; ol 
to recal the talkers from their folly by an enquiry after the 
himſcit. He finds every one provided with an anſwer; of | 
one has ſeen the work advertifed, but never met with — 
any that had read it; another has been ſo often impoſed _ 
upon by ſpecious titles, that he never buys a book till it's 3 
character is eſtabliſhed ; a third wonders what any man bicred 
can hope to produce after ſo many writers of greater _ 
eminence; the next has enquired after the author, but w 
can hear no account of him, therefore ſuſpects the name It le 
to be ſictitious; and ancther knows him to be a man con- . 
demned by indigence to write too frequently wha: he ay 
does not underſtand. =. 
Many are the conſolations with which the unhappy N 
author endeavours to allay his vexation, and fortify his Need 
patience. He has written with too little indulgence 0 ap 
the underſtanding of common readers; he has fallen up- wa | 
on an age in which ſolid kuowledge, and delicate refine- A b 
ment, have given way to low merriment and idle buf- hy 
foonery, and therefore no writer can hope for diſtinction, brink 

who has any-higher purpoſe than to raiſe laughter. He * 
finds that his enemics, ſuch as ſuperiority will always 3 
f att 


raiſe, have been induſtrious, while his performance wa 
in 


THE RAMBLER«. me 2 


q the preſs, to vilify and blaſt it; aud that the bookſel. 
er whom he had retoved to * has rivals that ob- 
rut the circulation of his copics. He at laſt repoſes 
pon the confideraiion, that the nobleſt works of learning 
nd genius have always made their way ſlowly ay -aintt 


morauce and prej:dice; and that reputation, which is 


t; 1g 
tber to be loft, mutt be gradually obtained, as animals 
oh flongeſt life are obſerved not ſoon to attain their full 
> Whzure and ſtrength. 
nent 
5 By ſuch arts of voluntary deluſion does every man en- 
Good eavour to conceai 1:15 vn unimportance from himſelf. 
U R 
Go It is long before we are convinced of the ſmall proportion 
.ch every individual bears to the collective body of 
14* 
wies unkind ; or learn how few can be intereſted in the for- 
ie of any ſingle man; how little vacancy is left in the 
and 5 ! , : , 
cd orld for any new object of attention; to how finall ex- 
3 : . I 5 
: nt the brighteſt blaze of merit can be ſpread amidſt the 
= of buſineſs and of foily ; and how ſoon it is clouded 
* the intervention of other noveltics. Not only the wri- 
5 of books, but the commander of armies, and the de- 
vie erer of nations, will eaſily outlive all noiſy and popu lar 
tion: he may be celebrated for a time by the pub- 
22 & voice, but his actions and his name will ſoon be con- 
it's 5 
* Aal as remote and unaffecting, and be rarely mention- 
ner but by thoſe whoſe alliance giv es them * Vanity to 


. MWiiity by frequent commemoration. 
bu 

t ſeems not to be ſufficiently conſidered how little re- 
Men can be admitted in the world, Mankind are Kept 
he W'-p{tually buſy by their fears or deſires, and have nat 
ore leiſure from their own affairs, than to acquaint 
bemſelves with the accidents of the current day. En- 


1 5 Need in contriving ſome refuge from calamity, or in 
_ 'tening the way to ſome new poſſeſſion, they fe-ltom 
p- er their thoughts to wander to the paſt or future; 
„eie but a few lolirary ſtudents have leiſure to enquire 
. s the claims of ancient heroes or ſages; and names 
« ich hoped to range over kingdoms and continents 
10 wink at laſt into cloiſters or colleges. 

* Nor is it certain, that even of theſe dark and narrow 


ations, theſe laſt retreats of fame, the poſſeſſion will 
be 


196 THE RAMBLER. 


be long kept. Of men devoted to literature very fee 
tend their views beyond ſome particular ſcience, and: 
greater part ſeldom enquire, even in their own profeſiicy 
for any authors but thoſe whom the preſent mode of (ty; 
happens to force upon their notice; they deſire not ty 
their minds with unfaſhionable knowledge, but contey: 
edly reſign to oblivion thoſe books which they now 6 
cenſured or neglected. 

The hope of fame is neceſſarily connected with {ug 
conſiderations as muſt abate the ardor of confidence, x 
repreſs the vigour of purſuit. Whoever claims reno; 
from any kind of excellence, expects to fil! the þ/; 
which is now poſſeſſed by another; for there are alre; 
dy names of every claſs ſufficient to employ all that u 
deſire to remember them; and ſurely he that is puſki 
his predeceſſors into the gulph of obſcurity, cannot 
ſometimes ſuſpect, that he muſt himſelf fink in like war 


ner, and as he ſtands upon the ſame precipice, be {ep 


2 * 0 ſ 
away with the ſame violence. 


It ſometimes happens, that fame begins when life is; 


an end; but far the greater number of candidates for x 
plauſe have owed their reception in the world to ( 


favourable caſualties, and have therefore immediately 


ſunk into neglect, when death ſtripped them of thi 
caſual influence, and neither fortune nor patronage op: 
rated in their favour. 
claims to regard, the honour paid to their memory 
commonly proportionate to the reputation which they en 
joyed in their lives, though ſtil] growing fainter, as it 
at a greater diſtance from the firſt emiſſion; and ſince 


is ſo difficult to obtain the notice of contemporaries, hov 
little is it to be hoped from future times? What cu 


merit effect by it's own force, when the help of ar: 
friendſhip can ſcarcely ſupport it ? 


No, CX1i.V! 


Among thoſe who have betta 
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No. CXLVII. TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 1751. 


Tu nihil invita dices facieſve Minerva. Hors 


You are of too quick a fight, 
Ct Not to diicern which way your talent lies. 
Roscouuox, 


To the Ranbler. 


vir, 
$ little things grow great by continual accumulation, 
of lope you wall not think the dignity of your cha- 
tr impaired by an account of a ludicrous perſecution, 
ich, though it produces no ſcenes horror or of ruin, 
t, by inceant importunity of vexation, wears away 
* and conſumes thoſe years which nature 
3 particula irly to have aſſigned to cheerfulneſs, in 

it anxiety and helpleſs reſentment. 
| am the eldeſt ſon of a gentleman, who having inhe- 
ed a large eſtate from Ins anceſtors, and fecling no 
fre either to increaſe or leſſen i it, has from the time of 
marriage gencrally reſided at his own ſeat; where, by 
ding his time among the duties of a father, a maſter, 
a magiſtr rate, the ſtudy of literature, and the offices 
cvility, he hnds means to rid himſelf of the day, with- 
any of thoſe amuſements, which all thoſe with whom 
reſidence in this place has made me acquainted, think 
Cary to lighten the burthen of exiſtence. 

When my age made me capable of inſtruction, my fa- 
r prevailed upon a gentleman, long known at Oxford 
the extent of his learning and purity of his manners, 
undertake my education. The regard with which I 
lim treated, diſpoſed me to confider his inſtructions as 
portant, and I therefore ſoon formed a habit of atten» 
by which I made very quick advances in different 
cs of learning, and heard, perhaps too often, very 
tering compariſons of my own proficiency with that 
thers, either leſs docile by nature, or leſs happily 
arced by inſtruction, I was careſſed by all that ex- 


ed vilits wich my father; and as young men are 
8 with 
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with little difficulty taught to judge favourably of the red 
ſelves, began to think that cloſe application was ny |, ac 
ger neceſſary, and that the time was now come why, to e 
was at liberty to read only for amuſement, and uch; 
receive the reward of my fatigues in praiſe and admin My ' 
tion. rery a 
While I was thus e upon my own perf; han 
tions, and longing in ſecret to eſcape from tutoraye, »Mhuured * 
father's brother came from London to paſs a ſummer MM: re{p! 
his native place. A lucrative employment which hc tot 
ſeſſed, and a fondneſs for the converſation and divert nad rep 
of the gay part of mankind, had ſo long kept him fronW«ns. 
rural excurſions, that I had never ſeen him ſince meer to 
fancy. My curioſity was therefore ſtrongly excite s, he 
the hope of obſerving a character more nearly, which able 
had hitherto reverenced only at a diſtance. fat! 
From all private and intimate converſation I was longWonths, 
withheld by the perpetual confluence of viſitants, vi, ar 
whom the firſt news of my uncle's arrival crowdel ti} The 
houſe ; but was amply recompenſed by ſeeing an ex:(Þheretor 
and punctilious practice of the arts of a courtier, in ar mor 
the ſtratagems of endearment, the gradations of reſpet hend, : 
and variations of courteſy. I remarked with what gare 
tice of diſtributzon he divided his talk to a wide circle Wempant 
with what addreſs he offered to every man an occal;9 põν 
indulging ſome favourite topick, or diſptaying ſome pu et the 
ticular attainment; the judgment with which he reg mor 
lated his enquiries after the abſent; and the care wieceſſita 
which he ſhewed all the companions of his carly yea bout 
how ftrongly they were infixed in his memory, by tgFerting 
mention of paſt incidents, and the recital of pucrile xπν et.! 
neſſes, dangers, and frolicks. I foon difoovered tage bee 
he poſſeſſed ſome ſcience of gracieuſneſs and attract. 1 
which books had not taught, and of which neither won 
my father had any knowledge; that he had the power oo'rance 
obliging thoſe whom he did not benefit; that he ditulc4Qienirati 
upon his curſory behaviour and moſt triffling actions, Mcity 
gloſs of ſoftneſs and delicacy by which every one e adv 
dazzled; and that by ſome occult method of captiva ! 
he animated the timorous, ſoftened the ſuperciliou ef: 


you 
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henWeered the reſerved, I could not but repine at the in- 


ace of my own manners which left me no hopes but 
het to offend, and at the inefficacy of ruſtick benevolence 
*sich gained no friends but by real ſervice. 


min M uncle ſaw the vencration with which J caught 
lery accent of his voice, and watched every motion of 


rf hand; and the awkward diligence with which I endea- 
„ m red to imitate his embrace of fondneſs, and his bow 
1cr oF reſpect. He was, like others, eaſily flattered by an 
or by whom he could not fear ever to be rivalled, 
e repaid my atlidwties with compliments and profeſ- 
frog a. Our fondneſs was fo increaſed by a mutual endea- 
ier to pleaſe cach other, that when he returned to Lon- 
| Wn, he declared himſelf unable to Icave a nephew fo 


ich Whniablc and fo accompliſhed behind him; and obtained 
y father's permifſion to enjoy my company for a few 

lonWonths, by a promiſe to initiate me in the arts of polite- 

wü, and introduce me into publick life. 

Ati The courtier had little inclination to fatigue, and, 

exaWMbercfore, by travelling very ſlowly, afforded me time 


n ar more looſe and familiar converſation; but I ſoon 
(pet Mound, that by a few enquiries which he was not well 
u eparcd to ſatisfy, I had made him weary of his young 


ce mpanion. His element was a mixed aſſembly, where 
10, W-remony and healths, compliments and common topicks, 
; prWpt the tongue employed with very little aſſiſtance from 
re Wcmory or reflexion; but in the chariot, where he was 
wn eeflitated to ſupport a regular tenour of converfation, 
thout any relief from a new comer, or any power of 
ring into gay digreſſions, or deſtroying argument by 
ft, he ſoon diſcovered that poverty of ideas which 
ad been hitherto concealed under the tinſel of polite- 
ds, The firſt day hc entertained me with the novelties 


| no": wonders with which I ſhould be aſtoniſhed at my 
er rance into London, and cautioned me with apparent 
fach wiration of his own wiſdom, againſt the arts by which 


ſtteity is frequently deluded. The fame detail and the 
me advioe he would have repeated on the"ſecond day; 
* az I every moment diverted the diſcourſe to the hit- 
of the towns by which we paſſed, or ſome other 
8 2 ſubject 
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ſubject of learning or of reaſon, he ſoon ioft his vir! 


grew peeviſh and filent, wrapped his cloak about 
compoſed himſelf to ſlumber, and reſerved his : 
for fitter auditors. | 
At length I entered London, and my uncle was ry 
ſtated in his ſuperiority. He awaked at once to ly 
city as ſoon as our wheels rattled on the pavement, 
told me the name of every ſtreet as we croſſed it, 
owner of every houſe as we paſſed by, He preſen 


me to my aunt, a lady of great eminence for the num), 
of her acquaintances, and ſplendor of her aſſemblics, 2 


either in kindneſs or revenge conſulted with her, in r 
preſence, how I might be moſt advantageoully dref, 


for my firſt appearance, and moſt expeditiouſſy dif N 


cumbered from my villatick baſhfulneſs. My indig 
tion at familiarity thus contemptuous fluſhed in my 


they miſtook anger for ſhame, and alternately excr: 
their eloquence upon the benefits of publick educariq 


and the happineſs of an aſſurance early acquired. 
Aſſurance is indeed the only qualification to w! 
they ſeem to have annexed merit, and aſſurance think 


1s perpetually recommended to me as the ſupply of ever 


J nevi 


defect and the ornament of every excellence. 
fit ſilent in company when ſecret hiſtory is circulat 
but 1 am reproached for want of aſſurance. If I fail: 
return the ſtated anſwer to a compliment; if I am « 
concerted by unexpected raillery; if I bluſh when! 
diſcovered gazing on a beauty, or hefitate w hen 11 
myſelf embarraſſed in an argument; if I am unn 
to talk of what I do not underſtand, or timorous 1n 
dertaking offices which I cannot gracefully perform; 
I ſufter a more live:y tatler to recount the cafuaitics | 
game, or a nimbler fop to pick up a fan, I am * 
between pity and contempt, as a wretch doomeal to 

in obſcurity for want of aſſurance. 

J have found many young perſons haraſſed in the fan 
manner, by thoſe to whom age has given nothing but ! 
aſſurance which they recommend; and therefore can! 
but think it uſcful to inform them, that cowardice # 
delicacy are not to be confounded; and that * wh 
tupich 
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pidity has armed him againſt the ſhafts of ridicule, 
| always act and ſpeak with greater audacity, than 
er whole ſenfibility-repreſſes their ardcr, and who dare 
er let their confidence vutgrow tlieir abilities. 


—— — OO 


b. CLXVIII. SATURDAY, AUGUST 17, 1751. 


m Me pater ſævis oneret catenis 
| Quod viro clemens miſero peperci, 
Me vel extremis Numidarum in oris 
Claſſe releget. Hon. 


Me let my father load with ehains, 
Or baniſh to Numidia's fartheſt plains ! 
ic My crime, that I a loyal wite, 
en In kind compatlion ſpar'd my huſband's life, 


FrRANCI®, 


; DOLITICIANS remark, that no oppreſſion is ſo heavy 
MW or laſting as that which is inflicted by the perverſion 
1d exorbitance of legal authority. The robber may be 
zed, and the invader repelled, whenever they are 
nd; they who pretend no right but that of force, may 
force be puniſhed or ſuppreſſed. But when plunder 
ears the name of impoſt, and murder is perpetrated by 
udicial ſentence, fortitude is intimidated, and wiſdom 
nfounded; reſiſtance ſhrinks from an alliance with re- 
lion, and the villain remains ſecure in the robes of 
e magiſtrate, 

Equally dangerous and equally deteſtable are the cruel- 
es often exerciſed in private families, under the vene- 
ale ſanction of parental authority; the power which 
e are taught to honour from the firſt moments of rea- 


nat can impreſs awe upon the mind of man; and which 
herefore may wanton in cruelty without controul, and 
ample the bounds of right with innumerable tranſgreſ- 
Ms, before duty and piety will dare to ſeek redreſs, or 
uk themſelves at liberty to recur. to any other means 


m; which is guarded from inſult and violation by all 


S 3 of 


202 THE RAMBLER.s 


of deliverance than ſupplications by which inſolence z 
elated, and tears by which cruelty is grutified. 

It was for a long time imagined by the Romans, th 
no fon could be the murderer of his father; and they n 
therefore no puniſhment appropriated to parricide. Ther 
ſeem likewiſe to have believed with equal confidence, 
that no father could be cruel to his child; and therefore 
they allowed every man the ſupreme judicature in his 
own houſe, and put the lives of his offspring into n 
hands. But experience informed them by degrees, tha 
they had determined too haſtily in favour of human g 
ture; they found that inſtin&t and habit were not able 
contend with avarice or malice ; that the nearcſt relation 
might be violated; and that power, to whomlſoever in. 
truſted, might be ill employed. They were therefurs 
obliged to ſupply and to change their infticutions; : 
deter the parricide by a new law, and to transfer capital 
puniſhments from the parent to the magiſtrate. 

There are indeed many houſes which it is impoſſit!: 
to enter familiarly, without diſcovering that parents arc 
by no means exempt from the intoxications of dominion; 
and that he who is in no danger of hearing remon- 
ſtrances but from his own conſcience, will ſeldom 
long without the art of controlling his convictious, and 
modifying juſtice by his own will. 

If in any ſituation the heart were inacceſſible to mali 
nity, it might be ſuppoſed to be ſufficiently ſecured v1 
parental relation. Lo have voluntarily become t any 
being the occaſion of it's exiſtence, produces an oh 
tion to make that exiſtence happy. To ſce helpleſs u. 
fancy ſtretching out her hands and pouring out her crics 
in teſtimony of dependence, without any powers to alarm 
jealouſy, or any guilt to alienate affection, muſt furc!y 
awaken tenderneſs in every human mind; and tender- 
neſs once excited will be hourly increaſed by the natura 
contagion of felicity, by the repercuſſion of communicated 
pleaſure, by the conſciouſneſs of the dignity of benetac- 
tion. I believe no generous or benevolent man can {ce 
the vileſt animal courting his regard, and ſhrinking a 
his anger, playing his gambols of delight before him, 
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ling on him in diſtreſs, and flying to him in danger, 
thout more kindneſs than he can perſuade himſelf to 
| for the wild and unſocial inhabitants of the air and 
ter. We naturally endcar to ourſelves thoſe to whom 
je impart any kind of pleaſure, becauſe we imagine 
r affeftion and eſteem ſecured to us by the benetits 
hich they receive. 
There 1s indeed ancther method by which the pride 
f ſuperiority may be likewiſe gratined, He that has 
uinguiſhed all the ſenſations of humanity, and has no 
ner any ſatisfaction in the reflection that he is loved 
the diſtributor of happineſs, may plcaſe himſelf with 
citing terror as the inflictor of pain: he may delight 
; ſolitude with contemplating the extent of his power 
ad the force of his commands, in imagining the deſires 
t flutter on the tongue which is forbidden to utter 
em, or the diſcontent which preys on the heart in 
ich fear confines it: he may amuſe himſelf with new 
ntrivances of detection, multiplications of prohibiticn, 
ad vyaricties of punithment; and ſwell wah exultation 
hen he conſiders how little of the homage that he re- 
tives he owes to choice. 
That princes of this character have been known, the 
tory of all abſolute kingdoms will inform us; and 


nee, as Ariſtotle obſerves, 4 Gxoropunn H,. 


the government of a family is naturally monarchial,” 
like other. monarchics too often arbitrarily admini- 
red, The regal and parental tyrant differ only in 
e extent of their dominions, and the number of their 
wes, The ſame paſſions cauſe the ſame miſeries; 
cept that ſeldom any prince, however deſporick, has 
far ſhaken oft all awe of the publick eye, as to 
nure upon thoſe freaks of injultice, which are ſome- 
nes indulged under the ſecrecy of a private dwel- 
ng, Capricious injunctions, partial decifions, unequal 
Xments, diſtributions of reward not by merit but by 
ncy, and puniſhments regulated not by the degree 
| the offence but by the humour of the judge, are 
frequent where no power is known but that of a 


cher. 
That 
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That he delights in the miſery of others no man vi 
confeſs; and yet what other motive can make a fai 
cruel? The king may be inſtigated by one man to the 
deſtruction of another; he may ſometimes think him. 
ſelf endangered by the virtues of a ſubject; he may 
dread the ſucceſsful gencral or the popular orator ; +1; 
avarice may point out golden confiſcations; and his gui! 
may whiſper that he can only be ſecure by cutting of 
all power of revenge. 

But what can a parent hope from the oppreſſion of 
thoſe who were born to his protection, of thoſe who 
can diſturb him with no competition, who can enrich 
him with no ſpoils? Why cowards are cruel may he 
eaſily diſcovered ; but for what reaſon, not more infa- 
mous than cowardice, can that man delight in opprefſion 
who has nothing to fear ? | 

The unjuſtihable ſeverity of a parent is loaded with 
this aggravation, that thoſe whom he injures are always 
in his fight. The injuſtice of a prince is often exerci!cd 
upon thoſe of whom he never had any perſonal or par- 
ticular knowledge; and the ſentence which he pro- 
nounces, whether of baniſhment, impriſonment, or 
death, removes from his view the man whom he con- 
demns. But the domeſtick oppreſſor dooms himſelf to 
gaze upon thoſe faces which he clouds with terror and 
with ſorrow; and beholds every moment the effects of 
his own barbarities. He that can bear to give continual 
pain to thoſe who ſurround him, and can walk with 
ſatisfaction in the gloom of his own preſence ; he that 
can fee ſubmiſhve miſery without relenting, and mect 
without emotion the eye that implores mercy, or de- 
mands juſtice, will ſcarcely be amended by remonſtrance 
or admonition; he has — means of ſtopping the 
avenues of tenderneſs, and arming his heart againſt the 
force of reaſon. 

Even though no conſideration ſhould be paid to the 
great law of ſocial beings, by which every individual 1s 
commanded to conſult the happineſs of others, yet the 
harſh parent is leſs to be vindicated than any otic 


criminal, becauſe he leſs provides for the happineſs ot 
| himſell. 
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mſelf. Every man, however little he loves others, 
ould willingly be loved; every man hopes to live 
ne, and therefore hopes for that time at which he 
ſink back to imbecility, and mult depend for caſe 
ad cheerfulneſs upon the officiouſneſs of others. But 
w has he obviated the inconveniences of old age, who 
nates from him the affiſtance of his children, and 
nale bed muſt be ſurrounded in his laſt hours, in the 
urs of languor and dejection, of impatience and of 
in, by ſtrangers to whom his life is indifferent, or by 
wemics to whom his death is deſirable? 
Piety will, indeed, in good minds overcome provo- 
tion, and thoſe who have been harraſſed by brutality 


will forget the injuries which they have ſuffered, ſo far 


to perform the laſt dutics with alacrity and zeal. 
t furcly no reſentment can be equally painful with 
ndneſs thus undeterved, nor can ſeverer punithment 


te imprecated upon a man not wholly loſt in meanneſs 
and ſtupidlity, than, through the tcdiouſneſs of de- 
cepitude, to be reproached by the Kindneſs of his own 
children, to receive not the tribute but the alms of at- 
tadance, and to owe every relief of his miſeries, not to 
gratitude but to mercy. 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 20, 13:1, 


Quod nun fit Pylades hoc tempore, non fit Oreſtes 
Miraris ? Pylades, Mace, bibebat idem. 
Nec melicr panis, turduſve dabatur Orefti: 
Scu par, atque cam Cana duobus erat 
Te Cadmæa Tyros, ue pinguis Gallia veſtit: 
Vis tc purpureum, Marc, ſagatus araem ? 
Ut praitem Pyladen, aliqu!- mihi præſtet Oreſtem : 
Hoc non fit verbis: Marge, ut ameris, ama. 


You —_— now that no man ſecs 
Such: tri-145 as thole of anc;ent Greece, 
Here la tac 6— meat 
Was juſt the ſame his friend did eat: 
Nor can it yet be found, his wine 
Was better, Pylades, than thine, 

In honic- ſpun ruſſet Jam dreſt, 

Your cloth is always or the beſt; 

But, honeſt Marcus, if you pleaſe 
To chuſe me for your F ylades, 
Remember, words alone are vain ; 
Love——Lf you wou'd be loy'd again. 


To the Rambler. 

Sir, 

O depravity of the mind has been more pine * 

or piſtly cenſured than Ingratitude. There is in- 
dec d ſufficient reaſon for looking on choſe that can re- 
turn evil for good, and repay kindneſs and aſſiſtance 
with hatred cr neglect, as corrupted beyond the com- 
mon degrees of wickedneſs; ner will he who haz once 
been clearly detected iu acts of injury to his benefactor, 
delerve to be numbered among ſocial beings; he had 
endcavoured to deſtroy conffdence, to intercept ſympa- 
thy, and to turn every man's attention wholly on him- 
ſelf. 

There is always danger Jeſt the honeſt abhorrence 
of a crime ſhould raiſe the paſſions with too much vi. 
lence againſt the man to whom it is imputed. In pro- 
portion as guilt is more enormous, it ought to be alcer- 
tertained by ſtronger evidence. The charge againſt in. 
gratitude 1s very gencral; almoſt every man can * 
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that favours he has conferred upon inſenſibility, and 
how much happineſs he has beſtowed without return; 
i: perhaps, if theſe patrons and protectors were con- 
170 -onted with any whom they boaſt of having befriended, 
would often appear that they conſulted only their 
pleaſure or vanity, and repaid themſclves their petty 
natives by gratifications of inſolence and indulgence 
f contempt. 
[: has happened that much of my time has been paſ- 
ed in a dependant ſtate, and conſ-quently I have re- 
rived many favours in the opinion of thoſe at whoſe 
xpence 1 have been maintained; yet I do not feel in 
7 heart any burning gratitude or tumultous affection ; 
nd, as I would not willingly ſuppoſe myſelf leſs ſuſ- 
eptible of virtuous paſſions than the reft of mankind, 
| hall lay the hiſtory of my life before you, that you 
v, by your judgment of my conduct, either reform 
© confirm my preſent ſentiments, 
My father was the ſecond ſon of a very ancient and 
ralthy family. He married a lady of cqual birth, 
hoſe fortune, joined to his own, might have ſupported 
poſterity in honour ; but being gay and ambitious, 
prevailed on his friends to procure "Link a poſt, which 
ve him an opportunity of C:;playing his elegance and 


or, and equally careleſs of expence; they both juſtiſied 
deir profuſion to themſelves, by endeavouring to be- 
eve it neceſſary to the extenſion of their acquaintance, 
nd improvement of their intereſt; and whenever any 
ice became vacant they expected to be repaid. In the 
dſt of theſe hopes my father was ſnatched away by 
n apoplexy; and my mother, who had no pleaſure but 
n dreſs, equipage, aſſemblies, and compliments, find- 
ig that ſhe could live no longer in her accuſtomed rank, 
nk into de: jection, and in two years wore out her life 
nth envy and diſcontent. 
[ was ſent with a ſiſter, one year younger than my- 
ef, to the elder brother of my father. We were nor 
capable of obſerving how much fortune influences 
tttion, but flattered onrſcives on the road with the 
I tenderneſs 


i 
| 
| 
| 
; 


viteneſs, My mother was © ually pleaſed with ſplen- 
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tenderneſs and regard with which we ſhould be tr; 
by our uncle. 
malignant; we were introduced to our young couſi 
and for the hrſt month more frequently conſoled: 


upbraided: but in a ſhort time we found our pra 


tle repreſſed, our — negleEted, our endearments 1 
regarded, and our requeſts. referred to the 2 
The forms of decency were now violated, and « 
day produced new infults. We were ſoon broug! zhe 
the neceſſity of receding from our imagined equali 


with our couſins, to whom we ſunk into humble com 


panions without choice or influence, expected only t 
echo their opinions, facilitate their deſires, and accon, 
pany their rambles. It was unfortunate that our ex 


introduction into polite company, and habitual know 


ledge of the arts of civility, had given us ſuch ans 
pearance of ſuperiority to the aw kward baſhfulnef, 
our relations, as naturally drew reſpect and prefteren 
from every ſtranger; and my aunt was forced to all 
the dignity of her own children while they were ſcu 
ing in corners for fear of notice, and hanging do 
their heads in ſilent confuſion, by relating the indiſcr 
tion of our father, diſplaying her own kindnct>, | 
menting the miſery of birth without eſtate, and deciat 
ing her anxiety for our future proviſion, and the exp 
dients which the had formed to ſecure us from th 


follies or crimes, to Which the conjunction of pridz 
In a ſhort time car: 
was taken to prevent ſuch vexatious miſtakes ; we were 


and want often gives occaſion. 


told, that fine clothes would only fill our heads wi 


falſe expectations, and our dreſs was therefore accom- 


modated to our fortune. 

Childhood is not eaſily dejected or mortified. M. 
felt no laſting pain from inſolence or neglect; but find. 
ing that we were favoured and commended by all wht 
amereſt did not prompt them to diſcountenance us, pre: 
ſerved our vivacity and ſpirit to years of greater fen! 
bility. It then became irkſome and diſguſting to lire 
without any principle of action but the will of anoth; 


and 


Our reception was rather frigid thy 
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nd we often met privately in the garden to lament our 
ndition, and to eaſe our hearts with mutual narratives 
f caprice, pecviſhneſs, and affront. 

There are innumerable modes of inſult and tokens 
f contempt, for which it is not eaſy to find a name, 
chich vaniſh to nothing in an attempt to deſcribe them, 
nd yet may, by continual repetition, make day paſs 
fer day in ſorrow and in terror. Phraſes of curſor 
mpliment and eſtabliſhed ſalutation may, by a Gt 
rent modulation of the voice, or caſt of the counte- 
nce, convey contrary meanings, and be changed from 
dications of reſpe& to expreſſions of ſcorn. The 
ependent who cultivates delicacy in himſelf very little 
miults his own tranquillity. My unhappy vigilance is 
zery moment diſcovering ſome petulance of accent, or 
rrogance of mien, ſome vehemence of interrogation, or 
wickneſs of reply, that recalls my poverty to my mind, 
id which I feel more acutely as I know not how to 
lent it, 

You are not however to imagine, that IT think myſelf 
iſcharged from the duties of gratitude, only becauſe 
y relations do not adjuſt their looks, or tune their 
ces, to my expectation. The infolence of Henefac- 
n terminates not in negative rudeneſs or obliquities 
{ infult. I am often told in expreſs terms of the mi 
ries from which charity has ſnatched me, while mul- 
tudes are ſuffered by relations equally near to devolve 
don the parith; and have more than once heard it 
umbered among other favours, that I am admitted to 
ie fame table with my couſins. 

That I fit at the firſt table I muſt acknowledge, but 
I fit there only that I may feel the ſtings of inferiority. 
ly enquiries are neglected, my opinion is overborne, 
iy aflertions are controverted; and as inſolence always 
tohagates itſelf, the ſervants overlook me, in imitation 
their maſter; if I call modeſtly, I am not heard; if 

Wy, my ufurpation of authority is checked by a ge- 

ral frown. I am often obliged to look uninvited upon 
lcacies, and ſometimes deſired to riſe upon very ſlight 
ctences. 


Yor, III. T The 
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The incivilities to which I am expoſed would 


me leſs pain, were they not aggravated by the tear, 
my ſiſter, whom the young ladics are hourly torment 
ing with every art of feminine perſecution. As i 
ſaid of the ſupreme magiſtrate of Venice, that he i, ; 


prince in one place and a llave in another; my 5 
ſervant to her couſins in their apartments, and 
penion only at the table. Her wit and beauty d. 
much regard away from them, that they never 
her t9 appear w ith them in any place where they 
notice, or expect admiration ; and when they arc 

by neighbouring ladies, and paſs their hours in d 
tick amuſements, ſhe is ſometimes called to fill 
cancy, inſulted with contemptuons freedoms, an 
miſſed to her needle 
heir has of late, by the inſtigation of his ſiſters, 

to haraſs her with clowniſh jocularity; he ſeems | 
to make his firſt rude eſſays of waggery upon het 
by the connivance, if not encouragement of his 
treats her with ſuch licentious brutality, as I c: 
bear, though I cannot punith it. 


beg to be informed, Mr. Rambler, how muc! 


can be ſup; zoſed to owe to DENCACENCE, CXCrted On tert 


like theſe? to bencficence wh ich pollutes it's git 

contumely, and may be truly ſaid to pander to pr! 

would willingly be told, vhether infolence dows 1 
8, and whether he that 


Ward it's own libcraliti 


ſervility- can with juſtice at the fame time expect 
tection ? 
L am, Sir, &c. 
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CL. SATURDAY, AUGUST 24, 19:1. 


O munera nondum 
Intellecta Deum! 
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This attempt may pe rhaps be juſt l) ulpected of re- 
lance to the practice Ot ph. IC! 


cannot mitigate Pan deſtroy 


SY * lep! Dili. ind C1 
our to conceal by opiates. the ineſhcacy of their 


mr medicines. The pan gyriſts of calamity have 
re frequently gaincd applauſe to their wit, than ac- 
elcence 10 their Arguments; nor las 1 par. d that 
moſt muſical or; tory or ſubtic ratiocination has bt 
long to © Verpowei the anguiſh of O} rcon, the 


he 

uincts of languor, or the long of w: 

let it may be generally remarked, that where much 

been attempted, ſometlung has been performed 

1 the diſcoverics or acquititions of man arc not 
dequ ite to the ect tions of his pride, they 

caſt fuflicient to anim ite his induſtry. The an- 
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By ſuffering willingly what we cannot avoid, we {; 
cure ourſelves from vain and immoderate difquiet; 
preſerve for better purpoſes that ſtrength which wou 
unproſitably waſted in wild efforts of deſperation, 
maintain that circumſpection which may enable »: 
{eize every ſupport, and improve every alleviation. 
calmneis will be more eaſily obtained, as the atten 
more powerfully withdrawn from the contemp!z: 
unmingled unabated evil, 
benefits which prudence may confer on every ſtate. 

Seneca has attempted not only to pacify u- in m 
tune, but almoſt to allure us to is, by repreſent 
neceſſary to the pleaſures of the mind, 
was acquainted with adverſity,” ſays he, * * 
vuorld but on one fide, and is ignorant of half the {cc 
He invites his pupil to calamity, as t 
Syrens allured their paſſenger to their coaſts, by y 
miſing that he ſhall return TAYOVE ewe, with inc 
with enlarged views, and multip. 


5 of nature. 


of knowledge, 


ideas. 


Curioſity is, in great and generous minds, the f, 
paſſion and the laſt; and perhaps always predominate: 
proportion to the ſtrengtli of the contemplative f acult 
He who eaſily comprehends all that is before him, 
ſoon exhauſts any ſingle ſubject, is always eager for nt 
enquiries; and in proportion as the intellectual eye t: 
it muſt be gratified with e 
more rapid flights, and bolder excurſions; nor perha 
there be propoſed to thoſe who have been accuſtome 
the pleaſures of thought, a more powerful incitcric! 
any undertaking, than the hope of filling their f. 
with new images, of clearing their doubts, a 
ening their reaſon. 

When Jaſon, in Valerius Flaccus, would ir. 11 
Prince Acaſtus to accompany him in the | 
. gat ion, he diſperſes his ap prchenſion- of dun, 
repreſentations of the new tracts of cart h and 
which the expedition would ſpread before their eyes; 
tells him with what grict he wall hear, at their reton, 
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the countries which they ſhall have ſeen, and the toils | 
have ſurmounted; | 


0 quantum terræ, quantum gn ſcere cally 
P. rmiſjum eſs / pelagus g LIEGS ape! Imus 68 uſus! | 
Nunc forjan grave reris cus: fed lata recurret | b 
Cum ratis, et caram cum jam mibi reddet Ialcon; | | 


9 
= — _— bs 


Nui pudor eu u ſtros 2s tibi tunc audire labores ! 


| 
am rejeram wiſas 1a Pt 4 ſuſpiria gentes! 

Led by our ſtars, what tracts immenſe we trace! i G 

From ſcas remote, what funds of ſcience raiſe ! 

A pain to thought ! but when th' heroick band .- 

Returns applauded to their a es land 7 5 
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tion hides from us fo large a part of the field of medi- 
tation, the envy of many who repine at the 
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ruction, and that to live at caſe is to live in ignorante. 
As n0 man can enjoy happmects veithout think 18 rat 
he enjoys it, the experience of calamity is necefi>ey to a | 
ft lt nie of b Etter Fortun 3 tor the A 04 Of Our preſent Y 


fate is merely comparative, and the evii Which EVCLY 
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he does not know how much he eſcapes. The Iuftr: av be 
dimonds is invigorated by the interpoſition of darher ics he 
dies; the lights of a picture are created by the hi &illec 
The higheſt pleaſure which narure has indulged to fea e fem: 
ſitive perception, is that of reſt after fatigue; vet t] Der 
ſtate which labour heightens into delight is of itfe] fe xd, | 
caſe, and is incapable of ſatisfying the mind without conce 
ſuperaddition of diyerſified amuſements. 
Proſperity, as is truly aſſerted by Seneca, very niv« 
obſtructs the knowledge of ourſelves. No man can N. 
No. 


a juſt eſtimate of his own powers by unactive ſpecul:: 

'T hat fortitude which has encountered no 1 tl 
prudence which has ſurmounted no dithculties, thi 
tegrity which has been attacked by no temptatio ny, cu 
at beſt be conſidered but as gold not yet brought tte 
teſt, of which therefore the true value cannot be « lig nad. 
0 He that traverſes the liſts without an adverſary, may 
receive, ſays the philoſopher, the reward of victorr, 
but he has no pretenſions to the honour,” If it he the 
higheſt happineſs of man to contemplate himſelf with 
ſatis faction, and to receive the gratulations of his own 
conſcience, he whoſe courage has made w ay amidi{t 1 
the turbulence of oppoſition, and whoſe vigour has. Yay 
ken through the ſnarcs of diſtreſs, has many advanta; 


over thoſe that have ſlept in the ſhades of * i an HE 
whoſe retroſpect of time can entertain them with 4 with 
but day riſing upon day, and year gliding after year. pon thi 
Equally neceſſary is ſome variety of fortune to a nearer cconf 
N of the manners, principles, and affections Nes i 
mankind. Princes, when they would know the opinions er ob 
or grievances of their ſubjects, find it neceſſary to be nhoo 
away from guards and attendants, and mingle on qua rely, 
terms amoug the peopic. To him who 1s known to hate nohry 
the power of doing good or harm, nothing is ſhown in theſe 
it's natural form. The behaviour of all that approach hy m, at 
is regulated by his humour, their narratives are adapted [t ha 
to his i inclination, and their reaſonings determined by his {pare co 
&pinions; whatever can alarm ſuſpicion, or excite te. und; 
ſentment, is carefully ſuppreſſed, and nothing appcas un! 


but uniformity of ſentiments and ardour of affection. & 


0 
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be obſerved that the unvaried complaiſance which 

es have the right of exacting. keeps them generally 

Killed in human nature ; proſperity will always enjoy 

„e female prerogatives, and therefore muſt be alw ays in 

aer of female 1gnorance. Truth is ſcarcely to be 

r xd, but by thoſe from whom it can ſerve no intereſt 
the coaccal it. 
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But wrapt in errors is the human mind, 
And human dlifs is ever inſecure: 
Know we what fortune yet remains behind ? 
Know we how long the preſent thall enduce ? 
WSI. 


HE writers of medicine and phyſiology have traced, 
with great appearance of accuracy, the effects of time 
en the human body, by marking the various periods of 
c econſtituri on, and the ſeveral ſtages by which animal life 
makes it's progreſs from infancy to decrepitude. Though 
ar obſervations have not enabled them to diſcover how 
nhood may be accelerated, or old age retarded, yet 
rely, if they be confidered only as the amuſements of 
noſity, they are of equal importance with conjeEtures 
theſe things more remote, with catalogues of the fixed 
5, and calculations of the bulk of plancts. 
t had been a taſk worthy of the moral philoſophers to 
ie conſidered with equal care the elimactericks of the 
bind; to have pointed out the time at which every 
4 bon begins and cealcs to predominate, and noted the 
regular 
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regular variations of deſire, and the ſucceſſion of «©; oy ” 
appcrite to another. * 
The periods of mental change are not to be ſtated y 1 
equal certainty: our bodies grow up under the car 2 
nature, and « depend ſo little on our own management.; 1 
ſomething more than negligence 1s neceſſary to dilcumpeis dne = 
caps ſtructure, or impede their vigour. But our _ my 
committed in a great meaſure tirſt to the direction ; rp 
ed: and afterwards of ourſelves. It would be dich K 
to protract the weakneſs of infancy beyond the 1/ | _ 
time, but the mind mz: iy be very caſily hind. ele 
from it's fharc of * ment, and the bulk and _ may 
of manhood muſt, without the atiiftance of cducati 3 
inſtruction, be informe q only with the underſtai — 
a child. zorme 
Vet amidſt all the diſorder and inequality which _ 
ricty of diſcipline, example, converſation, and emp 5g 
ment, produce iv the intellectual advances of dig — 
men, there is ſtill diſcovered by a vigilant ſpectator, li props 
8 gencral and remote limilitude, as may be expected ourſe 
the fame common nature affected by external cir * 
ſtances indetinitely varied. We all enter the wort! diſca 
equal ignorance, gaze round about us on the ſame o en 
and have our firſt pains and pleatures, our firſt hope and 
fears, our firſt averſions and defires, from the = 
can ſes; and though, as we proceed farther, life O6 Fu 
wider proſpects to our view, and accidental impull * 
termine us to difterent p: ha; yet as every mind, * 
ever vigorous or abſtracted, is neceſliated, in it's pre _ 
ſtate of union, to receive it's informations, and 6 * 
it's purpoſes, s, by the intervention of the body, on e "OD 
for mity of our corporeal nature communicates irſel to 08P * 
intellectual operations; ind thoſe whoſe abilit , * 
knowledge incline them mo oft to deviate from the gene! 221 
round of life, are recalled from excentricity by the 1a! - 
of their cxiſtence. n 
If we conſider the exerciſes of the mind, it wil! " - 
found that in cach part of life ſome particular faculty og 
more eminently employed. When the treaſures of kn ** 


ledge are firſt opened before us; while novelty bloum 


} * 
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de on cither hand, and every thing equally unknown 

1d une xamined ſeems of equal valuc, the power of tlie 
al is princip2lly ere rted in a vivacious and deſultory 

ro iofity. She applies by turns to every object, enjoys it 
ra ſhort time, and flies with equal ardour to another. 
de delights to catch up looſe and unconnected ideas, but 
{4rcs away from ſyſtems and complications which would 
irudt the rapidity of her tranſitions, and detain her 

in the ſame puriuit. 

"wi hen a number of diſtinct images are collected by 
theſe erratick and haſty ſurveys, the fancy is buſied in 

arranging them; and combines them into pleaſing pic- 
tures with more reſemblance to the realities of life as ex» 
perience advances, and new obſervations rectify the 
former. While the judgment 1s yet uninformed, and 
unable to compare the draughts of fiction with their ori- 
ginals, we are delighted with improbable adventures, im- 
practicable virtues, and inimitable characters: but in 
proportion as we have more opportunities of acquainting 
ourſelves with living nature, we are ſooner diſguſted with 
copies in which their appears no reſemblance. We firſt 
diſcard abſurdity and impotlibility, than exact greater and 
greater degrees of probability, but at laſt hae cold 
and inſenſible to the charms of falſehood, however ſpeci- 
ous, and from the imitations of truth, which are ncver 
perfect, transfer our affection to truth itſelf. 

Now commences the reign of judgment or reaſon; we 
begin to find little pleaſure but in comparing arguments, 
ſtating propoſitions, diſentangling perplexities, clearing 

ambiguities, and deducing conſequences. The painted 
vates of imagination are deſerted, and our intellectual 

vity is exerciſed in winding through the labyrinths of 
f lacy: and toiling with firm and cautious ſteps up the 
narrow tracks of demonſtration. Whatever may lull 
glance, or miſlead attention, is contemptuouſly rejected, 

14 every diſguiſe in which error may be concealed is care- 
fi fully obſerved, till by degrees a certain number of incon- 
teſtable or unſuſpected propoſitions are eſtabliſhed, and at 
aft concatenated into arguments, or compacted into 
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At length wearinels ſucceeds to labour, aud the mind 
lics at cale in the contemplation of her own attainmen! 
without any deſire of new conqueſts or excurſions. T | 
15 the age of recollection and narrative; the opinions 
Icttled, and the avenues of apprehenſion ſhut againſt 
new intelligence; the days that are to follow muſt pat 
thc inculcations of preceprs alre addy collected, and alert! 
of tenets already received; nothing is henceforward 
odious as opp: fition, fo inſolent as doubt, or ſo d- ner 
as novelty, 

In like manner the paſſions uſurp the ſeparate command 
of the ſuccethve periods of life. To the happincſ 
Gur ſirſt years nothing more ſeems neceſſary than treedon 
from reſtraint; every man may remember that if h. 
left to himſelf, and indulged in the diſpoſal of his own 
time, he was once content without the ſuperaddition ct 
any actual pleaſure, The new world 1s itſelf a banquet; 
and till we have exhauſted the freſhneſs of life, we have 
always about us ſufficient gratifications : the ſunſhine 
quickens us to play, and the thade invites us to ſleep, 

But we ſoon become unſatisfied with negative felicity 7 
and are ſolicited by our ſenſes and appetites to more power- 
ful delights, as the taſte of him who has ſatisficd his hun— 
ger mult be excited by artificial ſimulations, The bm— 
plicity of natural amuſcment is now palt, and art and 
contrivance muſt improve our pleaſures; but in time, art, 
like nature, is exhauſted, and the fenſes can no longer 
lupply the cravings of the intellect. 

The attention is then transferred from pleaſure to i- 
tereſt, in which pleaſure is perhaps included, though « 
fuſed to a wider extent, and protracted through new vi 
dations. Nothing now dances before the eyes but went! 
and power, nor rings in the car but the voice of fame; 
wealth, to which, however variouſly denominated, cvcry 
man at ſome time or other afpires ; power, which 
with to obtain within their circle of action; and fame, 
which no man, however high or mean, however wile or 
ignorant, was yet able to deſpiſe. Now prudence and 
foreſight exert their influence: no hour is devoted whol!'r 
to any preſent cnjoyment, no act or purpoſe terminates 
in 
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1 itſelf, but every motion is referred to ſome diſtant 


d; the accompli! hment of one deſign begins another, 
id the ultimate with is always puſhed off to it's former 
tance. 

A length fame 1s obſerved to be uncertain, and power 

dangerous; the man whoſe vigour and alacrity be- 
to forſake him, by degrees contracts his deſigns, re- 
ts his former multiplicity of purſuits, and extends no 
ger his regard to any other honour than the reputation 
wealth, Or any other influence Fan his power. Ava=- 
15 generally the laſt pattion of thoſe lives of which 

: firſt part has been ſquandered in pleaſure, and Pub le- 
ad devoted to ambition. He that finks under the fa- 

ve of getting wealth, lulls his age with the milder bu- 

fs of ſaving it. 

have in this view of life conſidered men as actuated 

y by natural defires, and yielding to their own inch 

tions, without regard o ſuperior principles by which 
force of external agents may be counteracted, and 

: temporary prevalence of patlions reſtrained. Nature 
| «4g [ways operate, human defires will be always 
ging; but theſe motions, though very powerful, are 

> cfitleſs ; ; nature may be regulated, an- d deſires go- 

rned ; and to contend with the predominance of {uc- 
live paſſions, to be endangered firſt by one affection, 


4 then by er 1 is the condition upon which we arc 


paſs our time, the time of our preparation for that ſtate 
ich ſhall put an end to experiment, to diſappointment, 
to change 
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Triftia mæſtum th 5 

Vultum verba decent, iratum plena minarum. Hz n. 

þ 

Diſaſtrous words can beſt diſaſter ſhow ; rofcl 

In angry phraſe the angry paſſions glow. Er pn1inxsty all th: 

ture a 

I T was the wiſdom,” ſays Seneca, of ancjers Tet 

c times, to conſider what is moſt uſeful as moſt i *2'< © 

« trious.” If this rule be applied to works of gens! cafu 
ſcarcely any ſpecies of compoſition deſerves more to Ein 
cultivated than the epiſtolary ſtyle, ſince none is of more becon 

various or frequent uſe, through the whole ſubordina recefl 

tion of human life. of ac 
Ir has yet happened that, among the numerous write en 

which our nation has produced, equal perhaps always called 

force and genius, and of late in clegance and accurac; p. cd 

to thote of any other country, very few have endes of ho 

voured to diſtinguiſh themſelves by the publication RUITY 

letters, except ſuch as were written in the diſcharg 'e Pre 

publick truſts, and during the tranſaction of gre ne 

fairs; which, though they afford precedents to 1 * m gh 

niſter, and mana to the hiſtorian, are of no ule : nature 

examples of the familiar ſtyle, or models of private c 
reſpondence. upon 

If it be enquired by foreigners, how this deficienc! W. A 

has happened in the litcrature of a country, where 1 

| indulge themſelves with fo little danger in ſpeakin, mon 

| writing, may we not without either bigotry or arr varceil © + re 
: inform them, that it muſt be imputed to our contenij! „dies 
trifles, and our due ſenſe of the dignity of the pubs im, 
We do not think it reaſonable to fill rhe world wit Nu 

| lumes from which nothing can be learned, nor c/o © 

| that the employments of the buſy, or the amuſemen nt Id 

N the gay, ſhould give way to narratives of our pr 2 (CU 

avi 


fairs, complaints of ablence, expreſſions of fordye 
declarations of fidelity, 
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A ſlight peruſal of the innumerible letters by which 
the wits of France have ſignalized their names, will 
prove that other nations need not be diſcuuraged from 
the like attempts by the conſciouſneſs of ina! bility - for 
ſurely it is not very difficult to aggravate trifling misfor - 
tunes, to magnify familiar incidents, repeat adulatory 

rofeſſions, accumulate ſervile hyperboles, and produce 
al that can be found in the deſpicable remains of Voi- 
ture and Scarron. 

Vet as much of life muſt be paſſed in affairs conſider- 
able only by their frequent occurrence, and much of the 
fleaſure which our condſtion allows muſt be produced by 
giving elegance to trifles, it is neceſſary to learn how to 
become little without becoming mean, to maintain the 
receſſ ary intercourſe of civility, and fill up the vacuities 
of actions by agreeable appearances. It had therefore 
been of advantage, if ſuch of our writers as have (x- 
celled in the art of decorating inſignificance, had fup- 
pied us with a few fallies of innocent gaicty, effuſions 
of honeſt tenderneſs, or exclamations of unimportant 
hurry, 

Precept has generally been poſterior to performance. 
The art of compoſing works of genius has never been 
tuuglit but by the example of thoſe who performed it by 
natural vigour of imagination, and rectitude of judgment. 
a we have few letters, we have likewiſe few criticiims 

| the epiſtol: ry ſtyle. The obſervation with which 
\ 10 has introduced bis * 20> inanity, arc ſuch as 
eve him little claim to the rank aſſigned him by Dryden 
mong the criticks. * L etrers,' lays he, are ee, a 
as reſemblances of converſation, m_ the chief oxcellen- 
dies of converſation are good-humovr and good-breed- 
ing. This remark, equally — for it's noveiry 
ind propriety, he dilates and enforces with an appearance 
ot complete acquieſcence in his own diſcovery. 

No man was ever. in doubt about the moral qualities of 
2 Ictter. [It has been always known that he who en- 
ceavours to pleaſe muſt appear pleaſed, and he who 
would not provoke rudeneſs muſt not practile it. But 
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the queſtion among thoſe who eſtabliſh ru! les for an 
tolary performance is how gaidty or C1\ ility may be 
perly exprefſed; as among the criticks in hiſtory 

not conteſt: d wherhcr truth ought to be preſerved, b 


what mode of diction it is beſt adorned. 


As letters are written on all ſubjects, in all ſtates + 


mind, they cannot be properiy reduced to lettled 1 
or deſcribed by any tin! Se 0 characteriſtick; and we 


ſafelv diſentangle our minds from critical Se race d. „05 


by dete rmining that a letter has no peculiarity but 
form, and that nothing is to be refuſed admiſſion, v! 
would be proper in any ot her method of trcatins ti 
ſame ſubject. The qualitics of the epiſto! ry ftyic n 
frequently required re caſe and ſimplicity, and even 
of unlaboure:l diction, Jr an artlef: arrangement of 


vious ſentiments. But theſe directiens arc no fore 
plied to vic, than dere {cantinels and imperfe. 


come evident, Letters are written to the gr. 
the mean; to the learned and the ignorant, ar reit an 
diſtreſs, in port an- in pat 
improper than caſe and laxity of e 
importance of the fubjec! impreites ſolicitude, or t 
nity of the perſon exatts reverence. 

That letters thould be written with ſtrict conformity: 
nature is truc, becauſe nothing but conformity to 
can make any compoſition beautiful or juſt. Bur t! 
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with all the ſolemnity by an 0 in, deduce them from 


r cauſes, connect mn with their concomitants, and 
them to their C nen [tf 2 diiput p ſfition 
f . 5 , 1 el ; 1 
a be eiſtablihed, Or 4 remote Principe fo oe | 19% 
ned, he may detait his reatonings with all the niecty of 
{rick metho . It 4 MENACE is to be averted, or Aa 


| * ? l * * * 0 11 * a . 5 N 
nent imp red, ne mas. without ines Lil atem of tne 


cets OT critic im, Call Cee power of rhetorick to his 
ſiſtancc, and T every inlent at which love or pity 
enters the Heart. 

Letters that have no other end than the entertainment 


- 
1 11 
* 


Or tlie corre ndents are Me pt perle re bl {TC by 
critical precepts, becauſe the matter and ſtyle are cqually 
arbitrary, and rules are more Nec (ſary, as there is a 
arger power of choice. In letters of this kind, fome 
conceive art graceful, and others think n 


egligence amia— 
ble: ſome model them by rhe fonner, and will allow 
them no means of delighting but the foft lapſe of calm 
mellifluence; others adjuſt them by the epigram, and 
expect 50 nted ſentences and forcib ic P Criods. 1 e ONC 


party contiders EX emprion from faults as the height of 
excellence, the other looks upon negle&t of excellence as 
the moſt _— fault; one avoids cenſure, the other 
aſpires to praiſe; ; one is always in _ er of inſipidity, 
the other continually on the brink of affectarion, 

When the ſubject has no .ntrinkck dignity, it muſt 
neceſſarily owe it's attractions to artificial embellith- 
ments, and may catch at all advantages which rhe art of 
writing e an ſupply. He that, like Pliny, fends his friend 

z portion for his daughter, will, without Pimy s cio- 
quence or addrets, fin 4 means of exciting gratitude, and 
ſecuring acceptance; but he that has no preſent to make 
out a garianc 1, a riboon, or ſome petty curioſity, mutl 
endeavour to recommend it by his manner of giving it. 

The purpoſe for Wh! ch lette :CS Are written when NCQ 
intellig YeNCce is communic ated, or buſineſs tranſacted, is t. 
preſerve in the minds of the abſent either love or eſteem; 
excite love we muft impart pleaſure, and to raile et- 
tem we muſt diſcover abilities. Pleaſure will gene- 
rally be given, as abilities are diſplayed by 1cnes Of 
U 2 imagery, 
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imagery, points of conceit, unexpected fallies, and artfy! — 


compliments. Trifles always require exuberance of cr. 
nament; the building which has no ftrength can he 
valued only for the grace of it's decorations. The peb. 
ble muſt be poliſhed with care, which hopes to be valued 
as a diamond; and words ought ſurely to be laboured, 
when they are intended to ſtand for things. 


— — o—— 


No. CLIII. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 175i. 


Turba Remi ſequitur fortunam, ut ſemper, et odit 
Damnatos. Try, 


The fickle crowd with fortune comes and goes 3 
Wealth ſtill finds followers, and misfortune foes. 


To ihe Rambler. 


Sir, 

T HERE are occaſions on which all apology is rude- 

neſs. He that has an unwelcome meſſage to deliver, 
may give ſome proof of tenderneſs and delicacy, by a ce- 
remonial introduction and gradual diſcovery, becauſe 
the mind upon which the weight of ſorrow is to fall, 
gains time for the collection of it's powers; but nothing 
is more abſurd than to delay the communication of plca- 
ſure, to torment curioſity by impatience, and to delude 
hope by anticipation. 

I ſhall therefore forbear the arts by which correſpon- 
dents generally ſecure admiſſion, for I have too long re- 
marked the power of vanity, to doubt that I thill be 
read by you with a diſpoſition to approve, when I declare 
that my narrative has no cther tendency than to illuſtrate 
and corroborate your own obſervations, 

I was the ſecond ſon of a gentleman, whoſe patrimony 
had been waſted by a long ſucceſſion of ſquanderers, till 
he was unable to ſupport any of his children, except hi, 
heir, in the hereditary dignity of idleneſs. Being therc- 
fore obliged to employ that part of life in ſtudy which my 
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nrovenitors had devoted to the haw K and hound, I was 
m my eightcenth year dt; patched ro the univeriity, with— 
our any rural honours. 1 had never killed a ſingle 
WG dcock „nor Partaken ene Tri um!) ph Over à CTULINK | acred 
dux. 

At the univerſity I continued to enlarge my acquiſitions 

chlittle eavy of the noiſy happineſs which my elder dro- 
eh: er ad the fortune to enjoy, and having obtamed my dc- 

ce, retired to conſider at leiſure to v hat profeſſion! mould 
0 onfine that application hie! u had hitherto been diſiipated 
wm gencral nowled, e. io deliverate upon 4 choice 
which cuſtom and honour forbid to be retracted, is cer- 
tainly reaſonable, yet to let lhoſe the attention equally to 
the ad\ antages and 1I6C011\ CNICTNCTS Of CVCrV mois mend 
„ not without danger; new motives are every moment 
operating on every de; and mcechamcks have iongg ago, 
diſcovered, that contraricty Of equal attractions 15 cquiva- 
lent to reſt. 
While J was thus trifling in uncertainty, an old ad- 
renturer, who had been once the intimate friend of my 
farhor, arrived from the Indies with a large fortune; 
which he had fo much haraſed himſelf in obraming, that 
heknets and in ſirmity left him no other detirc than tov 
die ja his native country. His wealth eaftily procured 
him an invitation to pats his lite with us; and being in— 
cipable of any amuſcment bur convertation, he neceſſa- 
nv became familiarized to me, whom he found ſtudious 
nd domeſttick, Plcaled with an opportunity of im- 
Parnng my RRYOWAcdZts, and Ca. 454 1 of any inte! [' rYENCE that 
ncht u creat; . elighted nis curio {1t W! ? Ars 


108 f | , 
ith FIVCS ATI] 1 \ Med 665 of n JATUTE, and 4 a Cat tined | » 
PR 1 # +*% * . — ; * . . 4 C 1 4 * - . 
RY DY En QITicsy Hil the Proaticts OT diſtant countries, 
„ 
and the cuſtoms ot their mmoftands. 


My brother faw how much 1 advanced in the favour 
UL Our gueſt, Who bein? without heirs, VV 5 naturally CX 
pected to evrich the family of his friend, but n. ther at- 
tempted to alienate me, nor to ingratiate Himſelf. He 
was indeed little qualified to ſolicit the atfection of a tra- 
teller, for the remiflneſs of his education had left him 
Without any rule of action but is pretent humour. He 
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often forſook the old gentleman in the midſt of an ad. 
venture, becauſe the horn founded in the court-yard, and 

would have loſt an opportunity, not only of knowing the 
hiſtory, but  haring the wealth of the Mogul, for the 
trial of a new pointer, or the fight of a horſe-race. 

It was therefore not long before our new friend de- 
clared his intention of bequeathing to me the profits 
his commerce, as the only man in the family by whom 
he could expect them to be rationally enjoyed. This 
diſtinction drew upon me the envy not only of my brother 
but my father. 

As no man is willing to believe that he ſuters by his 
own fault, they imputed the preference which I had ch. 
rained to adulatory compliances or malignant apes 
To no purpoſe did I call u pon my patron to atteſt my 
nocence, for who will believe what he wiſhes to be fälle 2 
In the heat of diſappointment they forced their inmate by 
repeated inſults to depart from the houſe, and I was toon, 
by the ſame treatment, obliged to follow him. 

He choſe his reſidence in the contincs of London, 
where reſt, tranquillity, and medici: ne, 1eſtored him to 
part of the health he had loſt, I picated myſelf with 
perceiving that I was not likely to obtain an am jate 
poſſcſlion of wealth which no labour of mine had cn— 
tributed to acquire; and that he, who had thus ditin- 
guiſhed me, might hope to end his life without a tots! 
fruſtration of thoſe bleilings which, whatever be rhur 
real value, he had fought with ſo much diligence, and 
purchaſed with ſo many viciflitudes of danger and ta- 
tigue. 

He indeed left me no reaſon to repine at his recovery, 
for he was willing to accuſtom me carly to the ule of mo- 
ney, and ſet apart for my expenccs ſuch a revenue as [ 
had ſcarcely dared to image. I can yet congratulate my- 
{e/f that fortune has ſcen her golden cup once taſted witti- 
out inebriation. Neither my modeſty nor prudence wer? 
overwhelmed by aftluence ; my elevation was without 
inſolence, and my cxpence* without profuſion. Employ- 
ing the ir.fluence which money always confers to the 11! 
provement of my underſtanding, I mingled in parties 5 0 
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gaiety, ani in conferences of learning, appeared in <very 
place Where inſtruction was to be found, and imavined 
that by ranging througi a!l the diverſitics of life, I had 
acquainted mvieit fully with human nature, and learned 
all tha: was to be known cf the Ways of men. 

It happened, however, that I ſoon diſcovered how 
much was wanted to the completion of my Knowledge, 
and found that, according to Sencca's remark, 1 had hi- 
therto ſeen the World but on one fide. My patron's con- 
ſidence in his increafe of ſtrength tempted him to carelcts- 
ne's and irregularity; he caught u fever by nding in the 
rain, of which he died delirious on the third dav. I bu- 
ned him without any of the heir's atfefted grief or ſecret 
exultation; then preparing to take n legal poſſeſſion of 
hi fortune opened liis cloſer, where I found a will, made at 
hrs firſt arrival, by which my father was appointed the 
chief inheritor, and nothing was left me but a legacy ſuffi 
cient to tapport me in the protecution of my ſtudies, 

| had not yet found ſuch charms in profperity as to 
continue it by any acts of torgory or injuſtice, and made 
haſte to inform my father of the riches which had been 
gien him, not by the preference of kindneſs, but by the 
delavs of indolence, and cowardice of age, The hungry 
fannly flew like vultures on their prey, and ſoon made 
my ditappointment publick by the tumult of their 
cums, and the ſplendor of their ſorrow. 

It was now my part to conſider how I ſhould repair 
the ditappointment, I could not but triumph in my long 
lit of friends, which compriſed almoſt every name that 
power or knowledge intitled to eminence, and in the 
proſpect of the innumerable roads to honour and pre- 
terment, which I had laid open to myſelf by the wiſe 
uſe of temporary riches. I believed nothing neceflary 
but that I thould continue that acquaintance to which 1 
had been fo readily admitted, and which had hitherto 
been cultivated on both ſides with equal ardour. 

Full of theſe expectations, I one morning ordered a 
Chair, with an intention to make my uſual circle of morn- 
ng viſus. Where I firſt ſtopped I ſaw two footmen lolling 
«a the door, who told me, without any change of poſ- 

ture 
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ture, or collection of countenance, that their maſter va, ward 
at home; and ſuffered me to open the inner door with. her a 
out aſſiſtance. I found my triend ſtanding, as I was . 
tattling with my former freedom, was formelly intreated every 
to fit down; but did not ſtay to * favourcd with any fur- walk 
ther condeſcenſions. Ip 
My next experiment was made at the levee of a | 
ſtatelman, who received me with an embrace of tender-— CLOWE 
nels, that he might with more d ce ncy publiſh my chan, 0 All 
of fortune to the ſycoph rants about him. After he h.. tals w 
enjoyed the triumph of condolence, he turned to a weal- tune, 
ho ſtock job ber, and left me expeicd to the ſcorn of ever v 
thoſe who had lately courted my notice, and ſolicited wy duct, 
intcreſt, Anot! 
| was then ſet down' at the door of another, who unc dle, al 
my entrance adviſed me with great ſolemnity to think of gem) 
teme ſettled proviſion for life. I left him, and hurt. WWPCTI 
away to an old friend, who profeſſed himſelf unjutcc; witho! 
tible of any im pre ions from proſperity or misfort1 Suc 
and be gged that he might ſec me when he was more comme 
leiſure. gives 
At ſixty-ſeven doors at which I knocked in the | and le: 
week aftcr my appcarance in a mourning dreſe, I was d. withou 
nied admiſſion at forty-ſix; was ſuffered at fourtcen , inſo 


wait in the outer room till buſineſs was diſpatched : WF anc 
four was entertained with a few queſtions about 
weather; at one heard the footman rated for brine! 
my name; and at two we s in formed in the flow of cal: 
converſation, how much a man of rank degrades hint! 
by mcan con npany 

My curiotity now led me to try what reception | 
ſhould find among the ladies; but I found that 1 
patron had carried all my powers of pleaſing to the gr 
I had formerly been celebrated as a wit, and not pe 
ceiving any languor in my imagination, I eſſayed to rc: 
vive that vaicty winch had hitherto broken out invoiun- 
tarily before my ſentences were finiſhed. My rema: 
were now heard with a fteady countenance, and if a 
happened to give way to habitual merrunent, her 

Wardnc!y 
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wardneſs was repreſſed with a frown by her mother or 
her aunt. 

Wherever I come 1 ſcatter infirmity and difcaſe ; 
every lady whom I meet in the Mall is too weary to 
w alk ; all whom 1 intreat to ſing are troubled with coks: 

if I propoſe cards, they are afflicted with the heag-ache; 

I invite them to the gardens, they cannot bear a 
crowd. 

All this might be endurcd; but there is a claſs of mor- 
tals who think my underſtanding impaired with my fore 
tunc, exalt themſelves to the di Znity of advice, and when- 
erer we happen to meet, prei wWnNe to preſcrive my con- 
duct, regulate my ec onomy, and direct my purſuits. 
Another race, equally impertinent and equally defpic a. 
ble, are every moment recommending to me an attention 
to my intereſt, and think themſelves entitled, by their 
ſupertor prudence, to reproach me if I ſpe ak. or move 
without regard to pra fit. 

Such, Mr. Ramb! cr is the power of wealth, that it 
commands the car of greatneſs and the CYC » of beauty 5 
gives ſpirit to the dull, and authority to the timorous; 
2nd leaves him from whom 1t dep arts, without virtue and 
without underſtanding, rhe fport of caprice, the ſcoff 
of inſolence, the ſlavc of meanneſs, and the pupil of 12» 
norance. 
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ibi res antique laudis et artis 


Aggredior, ſanctòs auſus recludere tontes. Vike 
For thee my tuneful accents will I raiſe, 

And treat of arts diſclos'd in ancients days : 

Once more unlock tor thee the tacrcd lpring. Da vors. 


II E. direction of Ariſtotle to thoſe that ſtudy pol. 
ticks, is, firſt to examine and underſtand what ha: 
been written by the ancients upon government; then t 
caſt their eyes round upon the world, and confider 
what cauſes the proſperity of communities is viſibly in. 
fu enced, and why ſome are werſe, and others better ad. 
1 
e fame method muſe be purſued by him who hopes 
to * c me eminent in any other part of know ledge. The 
firſt taſk is to ſearch books, the next to contemplate na- 
ture. He muſt firſt poſſeſs himſelf of the intell=Ctual 
treaſures which the diligence of fo Mer ages has accumu- 
lated, and then endeavour to increafe them by his own 
collections. 

The mental diſeaſe of the preſent generation is impe- 
tience of ſtudy, contempt of the Srcat ma i{tcrs of anciert 
— and a ditpoſition to rely wholly upon unaliiſied 

ius and natural ſagacity. The wits of theſe b. a] 
we diſcovered a way to fame, which the dull cats 
tion ef our laborious anceſtors durit never att 104. the) 
cut the knots of fophiltry which it was formerly the be- 
tinefſs of years to untie, loive difficultics by ft den irt ; 
diations of intel igence, and comprehend long proceſle: 
argument by immediate mtuition. 

Me n who have fartered themſelves into this opinion CO 
their OVWn abilities. f Ok . u all 
b. OKs, aS 1 race ( Of interior b ö 
by nature to perpetual pupilage, and truirietsly ev 

ouring to remedy their barren! al bv inceſſant cui 
tion, or fuccour their leehlenich by ſublidiary (trengi 
They preſume that none would be more induſtrious ! 
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they, if they were not more ſenſible of deſiciencies; and 
*<cadily conclude, that he who places no e nidence in his 
W p CIS, O C5 is 24 (720 ty Onli OC nis e. Ent 8. 

It is however certa'n, that no eftimate is more in dan- 

er of erroneous calculations than thoſe by which a man 
computes the force of his own genius. Ir generally 
happens at our entrance into the vi ld, that by the na- 
tural attraction of ſimilitude, we affociate with men like 
ourſelves, young, os rhrly, and ignorant, and rate our 


1 | : * 7 1 ; 
accomplithments wy £ 4 2 HON II 2: ty ITS; Wut 1 Me 


have once obtained an acknowledge luperiority over our 
| | periorie) | 

acquaintances, imagination and deine cahly extend it 

over the reſt of mankind; and if no accident forces us 


into new emulations, Wc r 1d, and dic in admiration 
of ourſelves. 

Vanity, thus confirmed in her dominion, read 
tens to the voice of idleneſs, and forties the flumber «© 
life with continual dreams of cxcclicence and greatnets;. 
A man clated by conlidence in his nitura! vigour « fancy 
and ſagacity of conjecture, ſoon concludes that he 
read v poſſeſſ ſes whatever toil and enquiry can confer. 
No then liſtens with eagerncls to the wild objections 

ich f 15 II V [145 raiſcd : ava ink th common -mcans of iin 
nee x talks of the dark chuvs of indigeſted know— 


ledge ; deſcribes the miſchievous cftects of heterogen ; 
| - | ; : : 
ſeiences fermenting in the mind; relates the blunders ot 
o _ * 1 * — 

ttered ignorance; expatiates on the heroick merit of 


thole who deviate from preſcrip ton, Or hake ONT auth 
rity; and gives vent to ti 


Carin r th it he owes no thins to p. dants and univerſities. 
All theſe pret tenſions, however contident, are very 


ie inflations of his heart by de- 


often vain. The laurels which ſuperticial acutenels 
gains in triumphs over 1gnorance un! map! orted by vivacity, 
Ire obſerved by Locke to be loft wv er real Icarning 
and rational diligence appear a in her; the fallics of 

aiety are ſoon repreſſed by cahn ce nid Nee; and the 


\ } 


artifices of ſubtilty are readily detected by thoſe win, 
havin carefully ſtadicd the queſtion, are not calily con- 
founded or ſurpri! ed. 


But 


A» * + 
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But though the contemner of books had neither been 
deceived by others nor himſelf, and was really born wit! 
a genius ſurpaſſing the ordinary abilities of mank! 10 
yet ſurely ſuch gifts of Providence may be more properly 
urged as incitements to labour, than encouragements u tg 
negligence. He that neglectꝭ the culture of ground, na. 
turally fertile, is mere ſhamefully culpable than he whe 
field would ſcarcely recompenſe his huſbandry. 

Cicero remarks, that not to know what has been tranC. 
acted in former times, is to continue always a child, 
If no uſe is made of the labours of paſt ages, the world 
muſt remain always in the infancy of knowled ge. The 
diſcoverics of every man muſt terminate in his own ad- 
vantage, and the ſtudies of every age be employed on 
queſtions which the paſt generation h: 1d diſcuſſed and de- 
termined. We may with as little reproach borrow 
ſcience as manufactures from our anceſtors; and it 5 a 
rational to live in caves till our own hands have creed 2 
palace, as to reject all Knowledge of architecture which 
our underſtandings will not ſupply. 

To the ſtron; ackt and quickeſt mind it is far eaſier to 
learn than to invent. The prin ciplex of arithmerick an 
geometry may be comprehended by a clole attention in a 
few days; yet who can flatter himſelf that the ſtudy of j 
long life would have cnabled him to difcover them, when 
he tees them yet unknown to ſu many n- tions, whom he 
cannot ſuppoſe leis bberally endowed with natural reaſon, 
tum the Grecians or Egyptians, 

Every ſcience was thus far advanced towards per 
fection, by the emulous diligence of contemporary |! 
dents, and the gradual diſcoverics of one age improv 1: 
on another. Sometimes unc xpected flat hes of inſtruct 
were ſtruck out by the fortuitous colliſion of happy in ci. 
gents, or an involunt: ry concurrence of ideas, in Wi 
the philoſopher to whom they ha PPG ned had no ct thet 
merit than that of knowing their vah 0 and tranf mitte 7, 
unclouded to poſterity, th: at light which had been Kindlcd 
by cauſes out of his power. The happ! 1ncſs of the 

caſual illuminations no man can promiſe to himſelf, becu 
no endeavours can procure them; and therefure uh. 
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cen Wl ever be our abilities or application, we muſt ſubmit to learn 
| WH from others what perhaps would have lain hid for ever from 


"i; human penetration, had not ſome remote enquiry brought 
ii to view; as treaſures are thrown up by the ploughman 
% WF and the digger in the rude exerciſe of their common oc- 
Na cupations. 

ole The man whoſe genius qualifies him for great un- 


dertakings, muſt at*Icaſt be content to learn from books 
the preſent ſtate of human knowledge: that he may not 
aſcribe to himſelf the invention of arts generally known; 
d weary his attention with experiments of which the 
| event has been long regiſtered ; and waſte, in attempts 


- WW which have already ſucceeded or miſcarricd, that time 
on which might have been ſpent with uſefulneſs and honour 
ge- upon new undertakings. 

9 But though the ſtudy of books is neceſſary, it is not 


2; Wl ſufficient to conſtitute literary eminence. He that wiſhes 

bo be counted among the benefactors of poſterity, muſt 
add by his own toll to the acquiſitions of his anceſtors, 
ind ſecure his memory from neglect by ſome valuable 
improvement. This can only be effected by looking 
1d I out upon the waſtes of the intellectual world, and ex- 
ending the power of learning over regions yet undiſci- 
| plined and barbarous; or by ſurveying more exactly her 
ancient dominions ; and driving ignorance from the far- 
treſſes and retreats where the {kulks undetected and un- 
diſturbed. Every ſcience has it's difficulties which yet 
call for ſolution before we attempt new ſyſtems of 
knowledge ; as every country has it's foreſts and marſhes, 
which it would be wiſe to cultivate and drain, before diſ- 
tant colonies are projected as a neceſſary diſcharge of the 
exuberance of inhabitants. 

No man ever yet became great by imitation. What- 
ever hopes for the veneration of mankind muſt have in- 
vention in the deſign or the execution; either the effect 
muſt itſelf be new, or the mcans by which it is pro- 
duced. Either truths hitherto unknow muſt be dif- 
covered, or thoſe which are already known enforced by 
f. ironger evidence, facilitated by clearer method, or cluci- 
dated by brighter illuſtrations. 


Fame 
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Fame cannot ſpread wide or endure long that is 1 


roote'l in nature, and manured by art. That which hoy 
to reſiſt the blaſt of malignity, and ſtand firm again 
the attacks of time, muſt contain in itſelf ſome origin 
_ on of growth, The reputation which ariſes fre. 


the detail or tranſpoſition of borrowed ſentiments, m 


* 


3 for a while, like 1 10, on the rind of antiquity, hy 
will be torn away by accident or contempt, and ſuffered : 
rot unheeded on the ground, 
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Steriles tranſmiſimus annos, 


Hac i mihi prima dies, hxc limina vitæ. STAT, 


Our barren years are paſt; 
Be this of life the firſt, of ſloth the laſt. 
| ELPKINS TON 


O weakneſs of the human mind has more frequent! 


incurred animadverſion, than the negligence with 


which men overlook their own faults, however flagrant 
and the caſineſs with which they pardon them, howevet 
frequently repeated. 

It ſeems generally believed, that, as the eye cannc! 
ſce itſelf, th ie mind has no faculties by which it can con. 
template it's own ftate, and that therefore we have n 
means of becoming acquainted with our real characters; 
—_ opinion which, like innumerable other poſtviates, 4 
enquirer finds himſelf inclined to admit upon very lit 
evidence, becauſe it affords a ready ſolution of many Cili:- 
cultics. It will explain why the greateſt abilinics freque! 
ly fail to promote the happineſs of thoſe who poſſeſs then 
why thoſe who can diſtinguiſh with the utmoſt nicety the 
boundaries of vice and virtue ſuffer them to be confuund 
cd in their own conduct; why the active and vigil: ot 
rehegn their affairs implicitly to the management of 
others; and why the cautious and fearful make hou ry 
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proaches wowarde ruin, without one ſigh of ſolicitude 
or ſtru (le f hh Cape. 

When a poſition teems thus with commodious conſe— 
QUENCES, who Can without regret confets it to be falte ? 
& t it is certain that declaimers have indulged a diſpofi— 

on to deſcribe the dominion of the paſſions as ended 
beyond ic limits that nature afſhened. Self-love is often 

ther arrogant than blind; it Goes not hide our faults 
from ourſelves, but pe rſuades us that they efcape the no- 
rice of others, and diſpoſes us to reſent ce 4a leſt we 
u! d cont: {s them to be juſt, We arc 10 cretly conſci- 
ous of defects and vices which we hope to conce: 1 from 
the publick eye, and pic aſc ourſelves with innumerable 
impoſtures, by which, in reality, nobody 15 deceived. 

In proof of the dimneſs of our internal fight, or the 
general inability of man to determine rightly concerning 
his own character, it is common to urge the ſucceſs of 
the moſt abſurd and incredi le flattery, and the relent- 
ment always raiſed by advice, however ſoft, benevolent, 
and reaſonable. But flattery, if it's operation be neariy 
examined, will be found to owe it's acceptance, not to 
our 1gnorance but knowledge of our failures, and to de- 
light us rather as it conſo les our wants than difplays our 
poſſeſſions. He that ſhall folicit the favour af his pa- 
tron by praiſing him for qua ities which the can lind in 
himſelf, will be defc ate d by the more daring panc gyrift 
who enriches him with adſcititious excellence. Juſt 
praiſe is only a debt, but flattery is a preſent. The ac- 
knowledoment of thoſe virtues on which conſcience con- 
fy tulares us, is a tribute that we can at any time cxact 
with confidence; but the celebration of thoſe which we 
n! y fer: n, or deſire without any vig rous endeavours to 
attain them, is received as a confeſſion of lovercignty 

over regions never conquered, as a favourable decifion 
of diſputal le claims, and is more welcome as it is more 
gratuitous. 

Advice is offenſive, not becauſe it lays us open to un- 
expected regret, or convicts us of any fault which had 
elcaped our notice, bur becaule it ſhows us that we are 
known to otliers as well as to ourſelves; and the offi- 
X 2 cious 
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cious monitor is perſecuted with hatred, not because 


his accuſation is falſe, but becauſe he afſumes that fu. as 
periority which we are not willing to grant him, and Now 
has darcd to detect what we deſired to conceal. Ie 
For this reaſon advice is commonly ineffectual. If form 
thoſe who follow the call of their deſires, without en. og] 
quiry whither they are going, had deviated 1gnorantly has 4 
{rom the pathis of wiſdom, and were ruſhing upon dan. PRADA 
gers unforeſcen, they would readily liſten to informa- ay 
tion that recalls them from their errors, and catch the allur 
firſt alarm by which deſtruction or infamy is denounced. uw 
Few that wander in the wrong way miſtake it for the tion. 
right, they only find it more ſmooth and flowery, and (att 
indulge their own choice rather than approve it: there- of a1 
fore few are perſuaded to quit it by admonition or re- poſes 
proof, ſince it impreſſes no new conviction nor confers and 
any powers of action or reſiſtance, He that is gravely in- Kno 
formed how ſoon profuſion will annihilate his fortune, iy bl 
hears with little advantage what he knew before, and 'N 
catches at the next occaſion of expence, becauſe advice has nat 
no force to ſuppreſs his vanity. He that is told how cer- bine 
tainly intemperance will hurry him to the grave, runs med 
with his uſual ſpeed to a new courle of luxury, becauſe Y et 
his reaſon is not invigorated, nor his appetite weak— pals 
cned. own 
The miſchicf of flattery is, not that it perſuades any ery: 
man that he is what he is not, but that it ſuppreſſes the and 
influence of honeſt ambition, by raiting an opinion that whi 
honour may be gained without the toil of merit; and the of m 
benefit of advice ariſes commonly, not from any new T 
light imparted to the mind, but from the diſcovery quer 
which it affords of the publick ſuffrages. He that cou virtu 
withſtand conſcience is frighted at infamy, and ſham: nera 
prevails when reaſon was defeated. ſhacl 
As we all know our own faults, and know them diff 
commonly with many aggravations which human per- her, 
ſpicacity cannot diſcover, there is, perhaps, no m1", fant 
however hardened by impudence or diſſipated by leuts, quer 


ſheltered by hypocriſy or blaſted by diſgrace, who d. tion 


n_ tem 
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not intend ſome time to review his conduct, and to re- 
eulate the remainder of his life by the laws of virtue. 
New temptations indeed attack him, new invitations 
are 1 by pleaſure and intereſt, and the hour of re- 
formation 15 always delayed; every delay gives vice 
another op portunity « of fortifying itſelf by habit; and 
the change of manners, thoug, h tincerely intended and 
rationally planned, 15 referred to the time when ſome 
craving paſſion ſhall be fully gratificd, or ſome powerful 
allurement ceaſc it's impor-: unity. 

Thus procraſtination is accumulated on procraſtina- 
tion, and one impediment ſucceeds another, till ave 
ſtatters our reſolution, or death intercepts the project 
o amendment. Such is often the end of ſalutary pur- 
poſes, after they have long delighted the imagmation, 
and appe aſed that dit quiet u hich c\ cry mind feels from 
Lnown miſconduct, when the attention is not diverted 
y buſineſo or by pleaſure. 

Nothing furely can be more unworthy of a reaſonable 
nature, than to continue in a ſtate fo oppoſite to real hap- 
pineſs, as that all the peace of ſolitude, and fe licity of 
meditation, muſt ariſe from reſolutions of for ſaking it. 
Yet the world will often afford examples of men, who 
pals months and years in a continual war with their 
own - convictions, and are daily dragged by habit, or 
betrayed by patſion, into pra ftices which they cloted 
and ope ned their eyes with purpoſes to avoid; purpoles 
which, though ſettled on conviction, the firſt impulſe 
of moment: ry deſire totally overthrows., 

The influence of cuſtom is indeed ſuch, that to con- 
quer it will require the utmoſt efforts of fortitude and 
virtue; nor can I think any men nere worthy of ve- 
neration and renown, than thoſe who have burſt the 
thackles of habitual vice. This viétory however has 
_ nt degrees of glory as of difficulty; it is more 
her, ck as the Obſects of guilty Er. 19 ification are more 
familiar, and the recurrence of ſolicitation more fre— 
quent. He that from experience of the folly of ambi- 
tion reſigns his offices, may ſet himſelf free at once from 
temptation to ſquander his life in courts, becauſe he 
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cannot regain his former ſtation, He who is enſlaved” Ml ie d 
by an amorous paſſion; may quit his tyrant in diſguſt, time 
and abſence will, without the hclp of reaſon, overcome great 
by degrees the deſire of returning. Bur thoſe appetites in a 
to which every place affords their proper object, and dical 
which require no preparatory meaſures or gradual ad- will 
vances, are more tenaciouſly adheſive; the wiſh is o his e 
near the enjoyment, that compliance often precedes with 
conſtderation, and before the powers of reaſon can be time 
Hum moned, the time for employing them is paſt. licit) 


[ndolence is therefore one of the vices from which 
thoſe whom it once ipfects are ſeldom reformed. Every 
other pecies of luxury operates upon fome appetite thu No, 
is quickly ſatiated, and requires ſome concurrence, ot 
art or accident which every place will not ſupply ; but 
the deſire of caſe acts cqually at all hours, and the long- 
er it is indulyed is the more increaſed, To do nothing 
is in every man's power; we can never want an oppor- 


tunity of omitting duties. The lapſe to indolence is oft \ 
and imperceptible, becauſe it is only a mere ceſſation of | 
activity; but the return to diligence is difficult, becauſe it n 
it implies a change from reſt to motion, from privation to of i1 
reality. orig 
the 
Facilis deſcenſus averni: ſom 
Nocttes atque dies patet atri janua ditis ; SG 
Sed rewecare gradum, ſuperaſque evadere ad auras, r 
Hec eus, hic labor et, V 12:6. wk 
The gates of Hell are open night and day ; | 1 
Smooth the deſcent, and eaſy is the way; K* 
But to return, and view the cheerful ſkies, 22887 
In this the taſk and mighty labour lies. DayÞes, tene 
ä of 1 
Of this vice, as of all others, every man who indul- plie 
ges it is conſcious; we all know our own ſtate, if we den 
could be induced to conſider it; and it might perhaps be deſ 
uſe ful to the conqueſt of all theſe enſnarers of the mind, ligh 
if at certain ſtated days life was reviewed. Many ſtre1 
things neceſſary are omitted, becauſe we vainly imagine neſc 


that they may be always performed; and what W. 
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ve done without pain will for ever be delayed, if the 
time of doing it be left unſettled. No corruption ie 
great but by long negligence, which can ſcarcely prevail 
in a mind regularly and frequently awakened by perio- 
ical remorſe. He that thus breaks his life into parts, 
will find in himſelf a deſire to diſtinguiſh every ſtage of 
his exiſtence by ſome improvement, and delight himfelt 
with the approach of the day of recollection, as of the 
time which is to begin a new ſeries of virtue and fe- 
licity. 
—ů— i. — — 
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Nunquam aliud natura, aliud ſapientia dicit. Juy 
For wiſdom ever echoes nature's voice. 


VERY government, ſays the politicians, is perpe- 

petually degenerating towards corruption, from which 
it muſt be reſcued at certain periods by the reſuſcitation 
of it's firſt principles, and the re-eſtabliſhment of it's 
original conſtitution. Every animal body, according to 
the methodick phyſicians, is, by the predominance of 
{ome exubcrant quality, continually declining towards 
diſeaſe and death, which mult be obviated by a ſeaſonable 
reduction of the peccant humour to the juſt equipoiſe 
wich health requires. 

In the ſame manner the ſtudies of mankind, all at 
leaſt which, not being ſubject to rigorous demonſtration, 
admit the influence of fancy and caprice, are perpetually 
tending to error and confuſion. Of the great principles 
of truth which the firſt ſpeculatiſts diſcovered, the ſim- 
plicity is embarraſicd by ambitious additions, or the evi- 
dence obſcured by inaccurate argumentation ; and as they 
deſcend from one ſucceſſion of writers to another, like 
light tranſmitted from room to room, they loſe their 
ſtrength and ſplendour, and fade at laſt in total eva» 
neſcence. 
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The ſyſtems of learning therefore muſt be ſomctimts WM widitic 


reviewed, complications analyſed into principles, and bering 
Knowledge diſentangled from opinon. It is not alu one, C 
poſſible, without a cloſe inſpection, to ſeparate the ge- aft, v 
nuine ſhoots of conſcquenti i reaſoning 8 which grow yu! they C 
of {ome radical poſtul ate, from the branches which ar reſtra) 
has engrafted on it. The accidental preicrip tions of: orbital 
thor ity, W hen time has procured them vencratti ON, arc Oftc1 By 
contounded with the laws of nature, and thoſe rules 1 five, 1 
1up poled coeval with reaſon, of which the firſt rite can- certair 
not be diſcovered. either 
Criticiim has ſometimes permitted fancy to dictate th, tion. 
laws by which fancy ought to be refl rained, and A cy the b. 
to perplex the principles by which falacy is to be detect. Vor, © 
<d ; hcr ſupcrintendence of others has betr. ved Þ #5 tl) more 
negligence of herſelf; and, like the ancient Scytihians, of eve 
by extending her co nqueſts over diſtant rev ions, ſhe has fewer 
left her throne vacant to her ſlaves. ſtage « 
Among the laws of winch the defire of extending au— chick 
thority, or ardour of promoting knowledge, has prompred to Ob 
the preicription, all which writers have received, had net the a 
the ſame original right to our regard. Some arc to be to ela 
conſidered as fundamental and indifpeniable, others on: place. 
[ as uſcful and convenient; ſome as dictated by reatun and wi 
necetiity, orhc rs as cnacted by detpotici. ant rium ; ſlome ticks 
as invincibly ſupported by their conformity to the order i hours 
of nature and « Operations of the intelle&t; 4 rs as formed ſhoul, 
by accident, or inftituted by example, and therefore - thoſe 
Ways liable to difpute and alteration. ducte 
That many rules have been advanced without con- lpace. 
ſulting nature or reaſon, we cannot but ſuſpect, when we tuhon 
ſin 41 I peremptorily decrecd by the ancient maſters, tie imagt 
O01. y three ſpeaking perfonages ſhould, 4 appear at once u mind 
e flage; a law which, as the varicty and intricacy «t offene 
modern plays has made it impoit ble to be obſerved, u. acts; 
now violate without ſcruple, and, as experience probes, who 
without inconvenience. four, 
Te ofiginal of this precept was merely actidental. D 
Tragedy was a monody or ſolitary ſong in honour Ot other 
Bacchu % improved afterwards into a dialogue by the recen 


addition 
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Aldition of another ſpeaker ; but the ancients, remem- 
bering that the tragedy was at firſt pronounced only by 
one, durſt not for ſome time venture beyond two: at 
aft, when cuſtom and impunity had made them daring, 
they extended their liberty to the admiſſion of three, bur 
reſtrained themſelves by a critical edi& from further ex- 
rbitance. 

By what accident the number of acts was limited tc 
five, I know not that any author has informed us; but 
certainly it is not determined by any neceſſity ariſing 
either from the nature of action or propriety of exhibi- 
tion. An act is only the repreſentation of ſuch a part of 
the buſineſs of the play as proceeds in an unbroken te- 
nor, or Without any intermediate pauſe. Nothing is 
more evident than that of every real, and by conſequence 
of every dramatick action, the intervals may be more or 
fewer than five; and indecd the rule is upon the Englith 
ſtige every day broken in effect, without any other miſ- 

chief than that which ariſes from an abſurd endeavour 
to obſerve it in appearance. Whenever the ſcene is ſhifted 
the act ceaſes, ſince ſome time is neceſſarily ſuppoſed 
to elapſe while the perſonages of the drama change their 
place. 

With no greater right to our obedience have the cri- 
ticks confined the dramatick action to a certain number oF 
hours. Probability requires that the time of action 
ould approdch ſome hat nearly to that of exhibition, and 

thoſe plays will always be thought moſt happily con- 
dufted which crowd the grcateſſ variety into the leaſt 
pace. But ſince it will frequently happen that ſome de- 
hon muſt be admitted, I k now not where the limits of 
imagination can be lid, It is rarely obſerved that 
minds, not prepoſſeſſed by mechanical criticiſm, feel any 
offence from rhe extenſion of the intervals between the 

Acts ; nor can I conceive it abſurd or impoſſible, that he 

who can multiply three hours into twelve or twenty- 
four, might image with equal eaſe a greater number. 

I know not whether he that profcfics to regard no 
ther laws than thoſe of nature, will not be inclined to 
receive tragi- comedy to his protection, whom, however 

general; 
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generally condemned, her own laurels have a 
ſnhaded from the fulrnin: tions of criticiſm. For wha 
there in the mingled drama which impartial re 05 
condemn ? The connexion of Import: mt with t1 
incidents, ſince it is not oply com) mon but perpetu1} 
the world, may ſurely be allowed upon the ſtage, wh 
pretends only to be the mirrour of life. The in 
priety of ſuppreſſing paſſions before we have 1 
them to the intended agitation, and of diverting the 
peftarion from an event which we keep, ſuſpe nded on- 
raiſe it, m:. y be ſpeciouſly urged. But will not cx) 
rience thi EW this objcEiion to be rather ſubtle than 
Is it not certain that the tragick and comick aft; 
have been moved alternately with equal force, and 
no plays have oftener filled the eye with tears, and 


- breaſt with palpitation, than thoſe which are variegated 


with interludes of mirth ? 

I do not however think it ſafe to judge of works 
genius merely by the event. "The reßſtleſs viciffin 
of this heart, his alternate prevalence of merriment 


ſol; mnity, may ſometimes be more properly alcribed ! 


the vigour of the writer than the juſtnets of the det 
and inſtead of vindicating tragi- comedy by the fucce! 


Sh Shakeſpeare, we ought perhaps to pay new honours 


that tranſcendent and unbounded genius that could | 
Tide over the paſſions in ſport; who, to actuate the 
fections, needed rot the flow gradation of comn 
means, but could fill the heart with inſtantancous 
or ſorrow, and vary our diſpoſition as he changed 
ſcenes. Perhaps the effects even of Shak eſpcare's pot 
might have been yet greater, had he nor countera 
himſelf; and we might have been more intereſted 


diſtreſſes of his heroes, had we not been ſo frequently 


verted by the jokes of his buttoons. 

There are other rules more fixed and oblioatorv. 
is neceſſary that of every play the chief ation We 
be ſingle; for ſince a a play repreſents ſome tranſac! 


through it's regular maturation to it's final event, t. 
actions equally important mult evidently conſtitute t\ 


Plays. 
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As the defign of tragedy is to inftrutt by moving the 
palſions, it muſt always have 2 hero, a perſonage ap- 

rently and inconteſtably ſuperior to the reſt, upon 
hom the attention may be fixed, and the anxiety ſuſ- 
| -nded. For th ough of rwo 42 {ons 0 2 im | cach other 
with equal abilities and equal virtue, che auditor wall 
nevitably in time choofe his favourite, yet as that cl oice 
muſt be without any cogency of c. nviction, the h 


oh 

. ; : 
Ears Which it railcs will be faint and languid. Or two 
crocs acting in confederacy azainlt a common enemy. 
= * [ * 8 TY 3 10 | * * | 14 a 
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gulli nature 770m CUILUM ; Or that wich 15 eftabiithed 


the tirſt endeavour of a writer to dil- 


. — 


ecauſe it is right, from that which is right only be- 
cauſe it is eſtabliſhed; that he may neither vi late cf- 
ſential principles by a deire of novelty nor debar him- 
{if from the attainment of beauties within his view, 
y 4 ncedlets fear of breaking rules which no literary 
ctator had authority to enact. 
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Shame greatly hurts or greatly he lps mankind. 


Toa the Rambler. 
Sir, 
1 one of your correſpondents has preſumed 
to mention with ſome contempt that preſence of 
attention and caſineſs of addrets, which the _ nave 
Ng agreed to celebrate and eſte m, yet cannot be 
| rfuaced to think them unworthy of regard or culti- 
ion; but am inclined to believe that, as we ſeldom 
due rightly what we have never known the miſery 
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of wanting, his judgment has been vitiated by his op 
pineſs; and that a natural exuberanee of aflurance |; 
Hindered him from diſcovering it's excellence and ule, 
This felicity, whether beſtowed by conftitution, « or 
obtained by early habitudes, I can ſcarcely contemp/; 
without envy. I was bred under a man of leaning x 
the country, who inculcated nothing but the dignity ac 
knowledge, and the happineſs of virtue. By frequency 
of admonition, and confidence of aſſertion, he prevail 
upon me to believe, that the ſplendour of literature 
would always attract reverence, if not darkened by c. 
ruption. I therefore purſued my ſtudies with incefl: 
induſtry, and avoided every thing which I had bee 


taught to conſider either as vicious or tending to vice, 


becauſe I regarded guilt and reproach as inſeparab 
united, and thought a tainted reputation the greate! 
calamity. 

At the univerſity, I found no reafon for changing 
opinion, for though many among my fellow- ike 
took the opportunity of a more remiſs diſcipline to 
gratify their paſſions ; yet virtue preſerved her naturd 
ſuperiority ; and thoſe who ventured to neglect, were 
not ſuffered to inſult her. The ambition of petty 
accompliſhments found it's way into the —_— 
learning, but was obſerved to ſeize commonly on th. 
who either neglected the ſciences, or could not arr! 
them; and I was therefore confirmed in the doEtrine: 
my old maſter, and thought nothing worthy of my cas 
but the means of gaining or imparting knowledge. 

This purity of wanners, and intenſcneſs of applic?- 
tion, ſoon extended my renown, and I was applaud: 
by thoſe whoſe opinion I then thought unlikely to de- 
ceive me, as a young man that gave uncommon hope 
of future eminence. My performances in time wach- 
ed my native province, and my relations congratulzted 
themſelves upon the new honours that were added u 
their family. 

I returned home covered with academical laurels, and 
fraught with criticiſm and philoſophy. The wit and 
the ſcholar excited curioſity, and my acquaintance Wis 


ſolicited by innumerable invitations. To pleaſe wil 
Alus 
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always be the wiſh of benevolence, to be admired muſt 
be the conſtant aim of ambition; and I therefore con- 
ſidered myſelf as about to receive the reward of my ho- 
neſt labours, and to find the efficacy of learning and of 
virtue. 

The third day after my arrival I dined at the houſe of 
a gentleman who had ſummoned a multitude of his 
friends to the annual celebration of his wedding-day. I 
ſet forward with great exultation, and thought myſelf 
happy that I had an opportunity of diſplaying my 
knowledge to ſo numerous an aſſembly. I felt no ſenſe 
of my own inſufficiency, till going up ſtairs to the din- 
ing-room, I heard the mingled roar of obſtreperous mer- 
riment. I was however diſguſted rather than terrified, 
and went forward without dejection. The whole com- 
pany roſe at my entrance; but when I ſaw ſo many 
eyes fixed at once upon me, I was blaſted with a ſudden 
imbecility, I was quelled by ſome nameleſs power which 
I found impoſhble to be reſiſted. My fight was dazzled, 
my cheeks glowed, my perceptions were confounded ; 
] was harraſſed by the multitude of eager ſalutations, and 
returned the common civilities with hefitation and im- 
propriety ; the ſenſe of my own blunders increaſed my 
confuſion, and before the exchange of ceremonies al- 
lowed me to fit down, I was ready to fink under the 
oppreſhon of ſurprize; my voice grew weak and my 
knees trembled. 

The afſembly then reſumed their places, and I fat 
with my eyes fixed upon the ground. To the queſtions 
of curioſity, or the-appeals of complaiſance, I could ſel- 
dom anſwer but with negative monoſyllables, or proſeſ- 
lions of ignorance ;z for the ſubjects on which they con- 


verſed were ſuch as are ſeldom diſcuſſed in books, and 


were therefore out of my range of knowledge. Ar 
length an old clergyman, who rightly conjectured the 
reaton of my conciſeneſs, relieved me by ſome queſtions 
about the preſent ſtate of natural knowledge, and en- 
gaged me, by an appearance of doubt and oppoſition, in 
de explication and defence of the Newtonian philo- 
ſophy. 
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The conſciouſneſs of my own abilities rouſed me 
from deprethon, and long familiarity with my ſubject 
enabled me to diſcourſe with eaſe and volubility ; but 
however I might pleafe myſelf, I found very little added 
by my demonſtrations to the fatis/aCtion of the company 
and iny antagoniſt, who knew the laws of converſation 
too well to detain their attention long upon an unplea- 
ſing topic, after he had commended my acuteneſs and 
comprehenſion, diſmiſſed the controverſy, and reſigned 
me to my former inhgnificance and perplexity. 

After dinner, I received from the ladies, who had 
heard that I was a wit, an invitation to the tea-table. I 
congratulated myſeif upon an opportuaity to eſcape from 
the company, whoſe gaicty began to be tumultuous, and 
among whom ſeveral hints had been dropped of the uſe- 
lefſnets of unwerſities, the folly of book-learning, and 
the awkwardneſs of ſcholars. To the ladies therefore I 
flew, as to a refuge from clamour, inſult, and ruſticity; 
but found my heart fink as I approached their apart- 
ment, and was again diſconcerted by the ceremonies of 
entrance, and confounded by the neceſſity of encounter- 
ing lo many eyes at once. | 

When I fat down I conhidered that ſomething pretty 
was always ſaid to ladics, and reſolved to recover my 
credit by ſome elegant obſervation or graceful compli- 
ment. I applied myſelf to the recollection of all that I 
had read or heard in praiſe of beauty, and endeavoured 
to accommodate ſome claſſical compliment to the pretent 
occaſion. I funk into profound meditation, revolved the 
characters of the heroines of old, conſidered whatever the 
poets have ſung in their praiſe, and after having bor— 
rowed and iaventcd, choſen and rejected a thoutand 
ſentiments, which, if I had urtered them, would nor 
have been underſtood, I was awakened from my drram 
of learned gallautry by the ſervant who diftributed the 
ca. 

There are not many ſituations more inceſſantly uncaſy 
than that in which the man is placed who is watching 2n 
opportunity to ſpeak, without courage to take it wil 
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it is offered, and who, though he reſolves to give a ſpe- 
cimen of his abilitics, always finds ſome reaſon or other 
for delaying it to the next minute, I was aſhamed * 
ſilence, yet could find nothing to ſay of clegance or im- 
portance equal to my wiſhes. The ladies, afraid of — 
learning, thought themſclves not qualified to propoſe any 
ſubject of prattle to a man ſo famous for diſpute; and 
there was nothing on either ſide but impatience and vex- 
ation. 

In this conflict of ſhame, as I was re- aſſembling my 
ſcattered ſentiments, and reſolving to force my imagina- 
tion to ſome ſprightly ſally, had juſt found a very happy 
compliment, by too much attention to my own medira- 
tions, I ſuffered the ſaucer to drop from my hand. The 
cup was broken, the lap- dog was fcalded, a brocaded 
petticoat was ſtained, and the whole aſſembly was 
thrown into diſorder. I now conſidered all hopes of re- 
putation as at an end; and while they were conſoling and 
alliſting one another, ſtole away in ſilence. 

The miſadventures of this unhappy day are not yet at 
an end; I am afraid of mceting the meaneſt of them 
that triumphed over me in this ſtate of ſtupidity and con- 
tempt, and feel the fame terrors encroaching upon my 
heart at the fight of thoſe who once impreſſed them. 
Shame, above any other paſſion, propagates itſelf. mw 
fore thoſe who have ſeen me confuſed, I can never appe 
without new confuſhon ; and the remembrance of — 
weakneſs which 1 formerly diſcovered, hinders me from 

acting or ſpeaking with my natural force. 

But is this miſery, Mr. Rambler, never to ceaſe ? 
Have I ſpent my life in ſtudy only to become the {port 
of the ignorant, and debarred myſelf ſrom all the com- 
mon enjoyments of youth to collect ideas which muſt 
ſleep in ſilence, and form opinions which I muſt not di- 
vulge? Inform me, dear Sir, by what means I may 
reſcue my faculties from theſe ſhackles of cowardice, 
how I may riſe to a level with my fellow-beings, recal 
myſelf from this languor of involuntary ſubjection to the 
free exertion of my intellects, and add to the power of 
reaſoning the liberty of (peech. I am, Sir, &c. 

VERECUNDULUS, 
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Grammatici certant, et adhuc ſub judice lis eſt, Hor, 


, ——Critics yet contend, | 
Aud of their vain diſputings find no end, FRraxcis, 


CEAITICISM, though dignified from the earlieſt age; 

by the labours of men eminent for knowledge and 
ſagacity, and, ſince the revival of polite literature, the 
favourite ſtudy of European ſcholars, has not yet at- 
tained the certainty and ſtability of ſcience. The rules 
hitherto received are ſeldom drawn from any ſettled prin- 
ciple or ſelf-evident poſtulate, or adapted to the natural 
and invariable conſtitution of things; but will be found 
upon examination the arbitrary edicts of legiſlators, au- 
thoriſed only by themſelves, who, out of various means 
by which the ſame end may be attained, ſelected ſuch as 
happened to occur to their own reflexion, and then, by a 
law which idleneſs and timidity were too willing to obey, 
prohibited new experiments of wit, reſtrained fancy 
from the indulgence of her innate inclination to hazard 
and adventure, and condemned all future flights of ge- 
nius to purſue the path of the Meonian eagle. 

This authority may be more juſtly oppoſed, as it 1s 
apparently derived from them whom they endeavour to 
controul ; for we owe few of the rules of writing to the 
acuteneſs of critics, who have generally no other merit 
than that, having read the works of great authors with 
attention, they have obſerved the arrangement of their 
matter, or the graces of their expreſſion, and then cx- 
pected honour and reverence for precepts which they 
never could have invented: fo that practice has intro- 
duced rules, rather than rules have directed practice. 

For this reaſon the laws of every ſpecies of writing 
have been ſettled by the ideas of him who firſt raiſed it 
to reputation, without enquiry whether his performances 
were not yet ſuſceptible of improvement. The excel- 
lencies and faults of celebrated writers have been equally 


recommended to poſterity ; and fo far as blind reverence 
prevailed, 
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prevailed, that even the number of their books has been 
thought worthy of imitation. 

The imagination of the firſt authors of lyric poetry 
was vehement and rapid, and their knowledge various 
and extenſive. Living in an age when ſcience had been 
little cultivated, and when the minds of their auditors, 
not being accuſtomed to accurate inſpection, were cahiy 
dazzled by glaring ideas, they applied themſelves to in- 
ſtruct, rather by ſhort ſentences and ftriking thoughts, 
than by regular argumentation ; and finding attention 
more ſucceſsfully excited by ſudden fallies and unex- 
pected exclamations than by the more artful and placid 
beauties of methodical deſtruction, they looſed their ge- 
nius to its own courſe, paſſed from one ſentiment to 
another without expreſſing the intermediate 1deas, and 
roved at large over the ideal world with ſuch lightnets 
and agility, that their footſteps are ſcarcely to be traced, 

From this accidental peculiarity of the ancient writers, 
the critics deduce the rules of lyric poetry, W hich they 
have ſet free from all the laws by which other cc mpoſi- 
tions are confined, and allow to neglect the nicerics of 
tranſiion, to ſtart into remote digre lions, and to wander 
without reſtraint from one ſcene of imagery to another. 

A writer of later times has, by the vivacity of his eſ- 
ſays, reconciled mankind to the ſame licentioufneſs in 
ſhort diftertations; and he therefore who wants ſkill to 
form a plan, or diligence to purſue it, needs only to en- 
title his performance an eſſay, to acquire the rigbt of 
heaping together the collections of half his life, Without 
order, coherence, or propriety. 

In writing, as in life, faults are endured without diſ- 
guſt when they are affocizted with menten: merit, 
and may be ſometimes recommended to weak judgments 
by the luſtre which they obtain from their union with 
excellence; butir is the bulincl of thoſe who preſume to 
ſuperintend the taſte or morals of mankind, to ſeparate 
deluſive combinations, and diſtinguiſh that which may 
be praiſed from that which can only be excuſed. As 
vices never promote happineſs, though when overpowered 
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by more active and more numerous virtues, they cannot 
totally deſtroy it; ſo confuſion and irregularity produce 
no beauty, though they cannot always obſtruct the 
brightneſs of genius and learning. To proceed from one 
truth to another, and connect diſtant propolitions by re- 
gular conſequences, is the great prerogative of man. In- 
dependent and unconnected ſentiments flaſhing upon the 
mind in quick ſucceſſion, may, for a time delight by 
their noveſty, but they differ from ſyſtematical reaſon- 
ing, as ſingle notes from harmony, as glances of light- 
ning from the radiance of the ſun, 

When rules arc thus drawn, rather from precedents 
than reaſon, there is danger not only from the faults of 
an author, but from the errors of thoſe who criticiſe his 
works; fince they may ofen miſlead their pupils by falſe 
repreſentations, as the Ciceronians of the ſixteenth cen- 
tury were betrayed into barbariſms by corrupt copies of 
their darling writer. 

It is eſtabliſhed at preſent, that the proemial lines of a 
poem, in which the general ſubject 1s propoſed, mult be 
void of glitter and embelliſhment. * The firſt lines of 
* Paradiſe Loſt,” ſays Addiſon, * are perhaps as plain, 
* fimple, and unadorned, as any of the whole poem ; in 
* which: particular the author has conformed himſelf 
to the example of Homer aud the precept of Horace.” 

This obſervation ſcems to have been made by an im- 
plicit adoption of, the common opinion, without confidera- 
tion either of the precept or example. Had Horace been 
conſulted, he would have been found to direct only what 
ſhould be compriſed in the propoſition, not how it ſhould 
be expreſſed, and to have commended Homer in oppofi— 
tion to a meaner pact, not for the gradual elevation of n 
diction, but the judicious expanſion of his plan; for d- 
play ing unpromitecd events, not for, producing unexpected 
elegaucies. | 

. » 
Spec iaſea debinc miraculs gromit, 
Antiphaten Scytamyac, et cam Cyciope Charybd'i. 


Bat from a clovd'of fnoke he breaks ghngtu, 
Aud pours his {pecious myracles to light; 


Anti 
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Antiphates his hideous feaſt devours, 
Charybdis barks, aud Polyphen.us roars. FRANCIS. 


If the exordial verſes of Homer be compared with the 
reſt of the poem, they will not appear remarkable for 
plainneſs or ſimplicity, but rather emineatly adorned and 
illuminated. 
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The man for wiſdom's various arts r:nown'd, 
Long exercis'd in woes, O muſe reſound. 

Who, when his arms had wrought the deftin'd fall 
Of ſacred Troy, and raz'd her heav'u-built wall, 
Wand'ring from clime to clime oblervant ſtray'd, 
Their manners noted, and their ftates furvey'd ; 
On ſtormy ſeas, unnumber'd toils he bore, 

Safe with his friends to gain the natal ſhore : 

Vain toils ! their impious folly dar'd to prey 

On herds devoted to the god of day: 

The god vindictive doom'd them never more 
(Ab, men unbleſs'd) to touch that natal ſhore, 

O ſnatch ſome portion of theſe acts from fate, 
Celeſtial mute! and to our world relate, Pop E. 


The firſt verſes of the Iliad are in like manner parti- 
cularly ſplendid ; and the propoſition of the Encid cloſes 
with dignity and magnificence not often to be found 
even in the poctry of Virgil. 

The intent of the introduction is to raiſe expectation, 
and ſuſpend it; ſomething therefore muſt be diſcovered, 
and ſomething concealcd ; and the poet, while the fer- 
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tility of his invention is unknown, may properly recom- 
mend himſelf by the grace of his language. 

He that reveals too much, or promiſes too little; he 
that never irritates the ale or that im- 
mediately fatjates it, equally defeats his own purpoſe. It 
is neceſſary to the pleaſure of the reader, that the events 
ſhould not be anticipated; and how then can his atten- 
tion be invited, but by grandeur of expreſſion ! 
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Sunt verba et voces, quibus hunc lenire dolorem 
Poſſis et magnam morbi deponere partei. Hon. 


The pow'r of words and ſoothing ſounds, appeaſe 
The raging pain, and leſſen the diſeaſe, FRANCIS, 


THE imbecility with which Verecundulus complains 

that the preſence of a numerous afſembly freezes his 
faculties, is particularly incident to the ſtudious part of 
mankind whoſe education ncceffarily ſecludes them in 
their earlier years from mingled converſe; till at their 
diſmiſſion from ſchools and academies they plunge at 
once into the tumult of the world, and coming forth 
from the gloom of ſolitude, are overpowered by the blaze 
of public life, 

It is perhaps kindly provided by nature, that, as the 
feathers and ſtrength of a bird grow together, and her 
wings are not completed till ſhe is able to fly, ſo ſome 
proportion ſhould be preſerved in the human kind be- 
tween judgment and courage; the precipitation of inex- 
perience is therefore reſtrained by ſhame, and we remein 
thackled by timidity till we have learned to ſpeak and 
act with propriety. 

believe few can review the days of their youth with- 
ont recolletting temptations, which ſhame rather than 
virtue enabled them to reſiſt; and opinions which, how- 
ever erroneous in their principles, and dangerous ia their 
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conſequences, they have panted to advance at the hazard 
of contempt and hatred, when they found themſelves ir- 
reſiſtibly deprefſed by a languid anxiety, which ſeized 
them at the moment of utterance, and ſtill gathered 
ſtrength from their endeavours to reſiſt it. 

It generally happens that aſſurance keeps an even 
pace with ability; and the fear of miſcarriage, which 
hinders our firſt attempts, is gradually diſſipated as our 
ſkill advances towards certainty of ſucceſs. That bath- 
fulneſs therefore which prevents diſgrace, that ſhort and 
temporary ſhame which ſecures us from the danger of 
laſting reproach, cannot be properly counted among our 
misfortunes, 

Baſhfulneſs, however it may incommode for a mo- 
ment, ſcarcely ever produces evils of long continuance; 
it may fluſh the cheek, flutter in the heart, deject the 
eyes, and enchain the tongue; but its miſchiefs ſoon, paſs 
off without remembrance. It may ſometimes exclude 
pleaſure, but ſeldom opens any avenue to ſorrow or re- 
morſe, | 

It is obſerved ſomewhere, that few have repented of 
having forborne to ſpeak, 

To excite oppoſition and inflame malevolence, is the 
unhappy privilege of courage made arrogant by conſci- 
ouſneſs of ſtrength. No man finds in himſelf any incli— 
nation to attack or oppoſe him who confeſſes his ſuperio- 
rity by bluſhing in his preſeace. Qualities exerted with 
apparent fearfulneſs, receive applaule from every voice, 
and ſupport from every hand. Diffidence may check 
reſolution and obſtruct performance, but compenſates 
its embarraſſments by more important advantages; it 
conciliates the proud, and ſoftens the ſevere, averts envy 
from excellence, and cenſure from miſcarriage. 

It may indec happen that Knowiedge and virtue re- 
main too long conyealed by this frigorine power, as 
the principles of vegetation are ſometimes obſtructed by 
lingering froſts. He that enters late into a public ſta- 
tion, though with all the abilities requiſite to the dif- 
charge of his duty, will find his powers at firft impeded 


by a timidity which he himſelf knows to be vicious, and 
mult 
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muſt ſtruggle long againſt dejection and reluctance, be- 
fore he obtains the full command of tus own attention, 
and adds the gracefuineſs of caſe to the dignity of ment. 

For this diſeaſe of the mind I know not whether any 
remedies of much efficacy can be found. To advilc a 
man unaccuſtomed to the eves of multitudes to mount a 
tribunal without perturbation, to tell him whoſe life has 
paſſed in the ſhades of contemplation, that he muſt not 
be diſconcerted or perplexed in receiving and returning 
the compliments of a ſplendid aſſembly, is to adviſe an 
inhabitant of Braſil or Sumatra not to thiver at an Eng- 
liſh winter; or him who has always lived upon a plaia, 
to look from a precipice without emotion. It is to ſup- 
pole cuſtom inſtantancouſly controllable by reaſon, and 
to endeavour to communicate by precept that which only 
time and habit can beſtow. 

He that hopes by philoſophy and contemplation alone 
to fortify himſelf againſt that awe which all, at their tif 
appearance on the ſtage of life, muſt feel from the ſpec- 
tators, will, at the hour of need, be mocked by his re- 
ſolution; and J doubt whether the preſervatives which 
Plato relates Alcibiades to have received from Socrates, 
when he was about to ſpeak in public, proved ſufficient 
to ſecure him from the powerful faſcination, 

Yet as the effects of time may by art and induſtry be 
accelerated or retarded, it cannot be improper to conſider 
how this troubleſome inſtinft may be oppoſed when it 
exceeds its juſt proportion, and inſtead of repreſſing pe- 
tulance and temerity, ſilences eloquence and debilitates 
force; ſince, though it cannot be hoped that anxiety 
ſhould be immediately diſſipated, it may be at leaſt ſome- 
what abated; and the paſſions will operate with leſs vio- 
lence when Reaſon riſes againſt them, than while he 
either flumbers in neutrality, or, miſtaking her intereſt 
lends them her afliftance. 

No cauſe more frequently produces baſhfulneſs then 
too high an opinion of our own importance, He that 
imagines an aflembly filled with his merit, panting wich 
expectetion, and huſhed with attention, eaſily terrifics 
hiniſelf with the dread of diſappointing them, and _ 
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his imagination in purſuit of ſomething that may vindi- 
cate the veracity of fame, and ſhew that his reputation 
was not gained by chance. He conſiders, that what he 
ſnall ſay or do will never be forgotten; that renown or 
infamy are ſuſpended upon every ſyitable, and that no- 
thing ought to fall from him winch will not bear the 
tet of time. Under ſuch folicitude, who can wonder 
that the mind is overwhelmed ; and by ftruggling with 
attempts above her ſtrength, quickly links into languiſh- 
ment and deſpondency ! 

The moſt uſeful medicines are often unpleaſing to the 
taſte. Thoſe who are oppreſſed by their own reputation, 
will perhaps not be comforted by hearing that their cares 
are unneceſſary. But the truth is, that no man is much 
regarded by the reſt of the world. He that conſiders 
how little he dwells upon the condition of others, will 
learn how little the attention of others is attracted by him- 
ſelf, While we fee multitudes paſſing before us, of 
whom perhaps not one appears to deſerve our notice or 
Excite our ſ mpathy, we thould remember that we hke- 
wiſe are loſt in the ſame throng; that the eye which 
happens to glance upon us, 1s turned in a moment cn 


him that foliows us; - and that the utmoſt which we can 


reatonably hope or fear, is to fill a vacant hour with prat- 
tle, and be forgotten. 


END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 


